




by the 
Honorary President
Maj Gen Peter Currie CB

Over the past year the military – including 
the ex-service community – has enjoyed 
(if that is the right word) an unusually high 
profile in the media.  Some of this has been 
very positive, not least the public airing 
that has been given to the concept of the 
covenant that must exist between the 
Nation and those who have served in its 
Armed Forces, and the recognition that it is 
out of balance to an unacceptable degree.  
As we all know it has been out of balance 
for many years, and it is high time this was 
redressed.  

Some of the publicity has, however, has 
been less welcome, notably the attempt 
by lobby groups and individuals to make 
the military subject to every aspect of 
Human Rights legislation, as if there was 
no difference between military service and 
a civilian career.  The idea that somehow 
soldiers can go to war with perfect 
equipment, that chaos and uncertainty on 
the battlefield can be eliminated, and that 

risk can be all but removed is absurd and 
potentially very damaging to the utility of 
our Armed Forces.  

As soldiers ourselves these are all things 
we instinctively understand, and as an 
Association we are in our own small way a 
demonstration of the uniqueness of military 
service, as represented by a uniquely 
deep sense of comradeship.  Long may it 
continue.



by
Lt Col(Retd) Joe Falzon BEM

No two words create a bigger rush of 
panic for the President and myself than 
Mel Charlton’s reminder every autumn 
that the next edition of “Crossed Quills” 
is just round the corner.   The other day I 
read in the Evening Standard that “Good 
writing is appreciated. Good writing fast 
is celebrated”.   That was the cue and 
encouragement I needed to put pen to 
paper – not that I expect to be celebrated!! 

Overall it is fair to say that this year has 
been a quite year of consolidation for the 
Association. We successfully managed, 
under the stewardship of Ian Constantine, 
to set the template for our Reunion 
Weekends in Larkhill.   We were honoured 
to have the DRA as our main guest when 
we gathered together at the new Centre 
of Excellence for the Gunners last April.   I 
know that he was pleasantly surprised 
to see for himself a vibrant, close-knit 
Association which sets itself high values 
of comradeship and high traditional 
standards.   

From a personal point of view, I was 
disappointed that in spite of best efforts 
events conspired to get in the way of the 
other special day in our calendar – the 
Reunion Weekend in Germany in October.  

The accounts I have received suggest 
that it was a wonderful occasion and 
enjoyed by all those who made their way 
to Gütersloh.    Well done Ron Holmes 
for persisting with the event even when 
at one time it appeared that support was 
dwindling fast.  

Looking to the future I would very much 
like to inject some impetus to start adding 
to our membership over the next year.   
Membership is our lifeblood – I am under 
no illusions that pushing for growth take a 
lot of time and effort – but it will certainly 
be worth it.   We all have to be clear about 
one thing – increasing our membership 
base will not be easy and we should not 
look for quick results or miracles.   But I 
am convinced that if we persist we will be 
successful, especially if together we project 
and build up the Association’s image as the 
foremost network for former Artillery Clerks.

With every best wish.  



by
Mel Charlton (former WO1(SMAC))

I start my report during the month 
of September with still more rain in 
sight.  What a dreadful summer. I hope 
you managed to escape for a while.  
Fortunately I managed to escape to the 
Algarve in Portugal for a couple of weeks 
with my youngest son and daughter to 
absorb some rays of the sun and swim in 
the cool Atlantic Ocean.  All good things 
come to an end.  

During April we held our first and most 
successful Reunion Dinner at Larkhill 
organised by Capt Ian Constantine RA. We 
were fortunate to have the Director Royal 
Artillery, Brigadier Colin Tadier CBE ADC 
as our Guest of Honour, with the Royal 
Artillery Sergeant Major, WO1 Neil Kenny 
and the Regimental Sergeant Major of 
14 Regt RA, WO1 Carlos Hamlet also as 
guests. In addition we also invited the RAA 
Membership Secretary Capt(Retd) Alan 
Solly and the RAA Membership Clerk Miss 
Rae Von-Breen along for the evening. We 
were welcomed at Larkhill with open arms 
and long may it continue. A full report with 
photographs appears elsewhere in the 
magazine.  

The highlight of the Gunner year was the 
official opening on Thursday 12 June of the 
recently renamed Royal Artillery Barracks 
Larkhill, and with it the new Regimental 
Home of the Royal Artillery by HM The 
Queen. After a short gap of about 30 years, 
I was very fortunate to meet up with former 
WO2(QMS(AC)) Ralph Lalabalavu (from 
Fiji) and his wife Val.  We spent the day 
together and had a lot of stories to try and 
catch up on.  What a wonderful sunny day 
it was. 

My thanks once again for the Area 
Secretary’s who sold raffle tickets for the 

RA Association Grand Draw.  A big thank 
you to Dennis Norris for selling double the 
amount of tickets.  Once again we did not 
have any winners.

I have not been made aware of any 
promotions etc, but thank you to 
WO2(SQMS) Derek Ralphs for keeping me 
up to speed on the AGC side of life.  

Thank you to those members who sent me 
donations for the magazine, namely:  

‘The Jungle Odyssey’ by Chris Shuter.  
Chris actually sent the article in last year 
but we ran out of space.  I have replaced 
on or two words Chris with a couple of  
******  
‘The Life and (Some) Times of an Artillery 
Clerk’ by Paddy Corbett.

‘Facts about the 1500s’ by Alan Witts.

‘Can you guess which of the following are 
true’ by Joe Hoggins BSc.

‘Celebration of Diamond Wedding 
Anniversary’ from John Lane BEM.

Congratulations to Bob Day who has 
been awarded a Royal Artillery Association 
Certificate of Merit.  Please read the report 
elsewhere in the magazine. 

Thank you to the Historical Secretary 
Joe Hoggins BSc and the Area Secretary 
Germany WO2 Ron Holmes who took 
and supplied the majority of the Reunion 
photographs.

As Secretary, I am concerned at the 
amount of members who are either 
discharged from the Army, move address, 
change telephone numbers and e-mail 



Ubique.

addresses without informing me.  If anyone 
knows the whereabouts of Rob Clarke, 
Laurence Collingwood, Steve Hawke, Dave 
Larcombe and Ian Groom, please let me 
know. 

The St Barbara’s Day Service will be 
celebrated this year on Sunday 7th 
December at Larkhill.  I will be writing 
to members who are within reasonable 
travelling distance to invite you to attend.  
There is always an excellent meal in the 
Sgts’ Mess afterwards. 

Also as I write the Germany Secretary 
WO2(SQMS) Ron Holmes is drumming up 
support to attend the Germany Reunion to 
held in 26 Regt RA Sgts’ Mess Gütersloh 
on Saturday 11th October.  My flight is 
booked and probably by the time this 
magazine is published the Reunion would 
have been held and a full report will be in 
this magazine.  

The 2009 Reunion Dinner is scheduled to 
be held on Saturday 25th April at Larkhill. 
Capt Ian Constantine is kindly keeping 
the planning momentum going until such 
times when a new Reunion Secretary can 
be found.  Do we have a serving WO1 who 
considers that he can handle it??

Recruiting has slowed down and I urge 
you to try and motivate either a formerly 
appointed Artillery Clerk or a former 
junior rank clerk in the Gunners who has 
subsequently been promoted to Sgt or 
above in the AGC.  The ball is in your court.

Please keep your donations coming for 
publication in this magazine.  You all have 
a story to tell and what about all those 
photographs just waiting publication.  
As long as they were not taken in the 
‘Hole in the Wall’ Dortmund or similar 
establishments they may stand a good 
chance of being published!! 

A couple of weeks ago I joined members of 
the RBL and locals who were assembled 
in Wootton Bassett to pay their respects 
to two members of 2nd Battalion of the 

Parachute Regiment who had been killed 
in Afghanistan and were being repatriated.  
You may already know but all repatriations 
fly into RAF Lyneum in Wiltshire and have 
to pass through Wootton Bassett en-route 
to the John Radcliffe Hospital in Oxford to 
be cleared by the Coroner.  I stood next to 
one member of the RBL who informed me 
that it was the 51st time that he had stood 
there and paid his respects.  Such a sad 
occasion - tears were shed! 

In closing may I wish you all a very merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year.  Please 
remember in your thoughts and prayers 
those members who are either ill at home 
or looking after someone will is ill or infirm 
and to also those members who are 
deployed on operations during the festive 
season.  Our thoughts and prayers are with 
you all.

Take care.  I shall see you either in 
Gütersloh or Larkhill if not sooner. 



by Andy Tibble MSM (former WO1(SSM))

The time has just flown by this year and 
now I find myself producing the next 
edition of the Crossed Quills.  Once again 
the magazine has grown in size!  I would 
like to take this opportunity in thanking 
those Association members who have 
contributed to this edition by forwarding 
articles and photographs to Mel for 
inclusion into this edition.  Issue 13 of the 
Crossed Quills is due to be published by 
the end of November 2009.  I would be 
most grateful if you all to look through 
your individual archives to see if you 
have something that you would like to be 
published in next years edition.  These 
article along with photographs should 
reach Mel Charlton by no later than 
Monday 7th September 2009.  Please 
remember to forward all articles in typed 
script where possible, including either a 
CD-ROM or Floppy Disc with the article on 
along with any photographs that you may 
have.  The photographs will be returned 
back to you once they have been scanned 
onto the system.

There are currently 177 Potential New 
members on the Wanted List who were 
Artillery Clerks’, but have not yet joined 
the Association.  I am sure that there are 
Potential Members listed on the Wanted 
List, that you know of their whereabouts.  
I would therefore, ask all Members of 
the Association to make a consolidated 
effort this year to try and encourage them 
to join the Association.  A copy of the 
Application for Membership of the Artillery 
Clerks’ Association is enclosed within 
this edition of the Crossed Quills.  Further 
copies can be obtained from either Mel or 
myself.  Over the next couple of weeks, 
I will also be conducting a mail shot to 
those potential members on the Wanted 
List who we currently have addresses for 

in the hope that I can encourage them to 
join the Association.  Please remember 
that there is a requirement to continue with 
the recruitment of new members to the 
Association, which in turn will ensure that 
the Association remains for many years to 
come!

It only leaves me to say that I look forward 
to seeing you all at the 75th Artillery Clerks’ 
Reunion Dinner in Larkhill on Saturday 25th 
April 2009.  My kind regards to you and 
your families and best wishes for Christmas 
and the New year.



 Honorary President  Maj Gen Peter Currie CB

 Chairman  Lt Col(Retd) Joe Falzon BEM

 Secretary  Mel Charlton - former WO1(SMAC)

 Assistant Secretary  Andy Tibble MSM - former WO1(SSM)

 Reunion Secretary  Capt Ian Constantine RA (awaiting volunteer)

 Treasurer  Maj Paul Corker AGC(SPS)

 Welfare Officer   Colin Davidson - former WO1(SMAC)

 Standard Bearer   Andrew Jones - former Sgt(AC))

 Association Padre  Rev Dennis Brett - former WO2(QMS(AC))

 Webmaster  David Stotan  - former WO2(QMS(AC)) 

 Historical Secretary  Joe Hoggins BSc - former WO1(SMAC)

Regional Secretaries
 North  Vince Scott – former WO2(QMS(AC))

 North West  Dennis Norris – former WO2(QMS(AC))

 Midlands  Steve Callaghan – former WO2(QMS(AC))

 East  Capt(Retd) Chris Berry BA

 South  Graham Brown – former WO1(SMAC)

 West  Roy Deal MBE – former WO1(SSM)

 London Area  Steve Truslove – former Sgt(AC)

 Scotland  Ted Fairbrass – former Sgt(AC)

 Wales  No nomination

 Northern Ireland  No nomination

 Germany  WO2(SQMS) Ron Holmes LSL/AGC(SPS)

 Rest of the World  The Secretary

Association Committee 
2008 - 2009



The duties of Area Secretaries referred 
to as Regional Representatives in the 
Association Charter are as follows:

• The Recruitment of new members.
• Maintaining an area membership list.
• Coordinating travel to Reunions and 
 other Association activities

Area Secretaries should also be keeping an 
active eye on the health and well being of 
members in their area of responsibility and 
report anything untoward to the Welfare 
Secretary, Colin Davidson. 

All members are encouraged to establish 
contact and ‘touch base’ with their Area 
Secretary as follows:

The North West 
- consisting of Cumbria, Lancashire, 
Merseyside, Greater Manchester and 
Cheshire.  Contact Dennis Norris at 
dn001k3794@blueyonder.co.uk 

The North – consisting of 
Northumberland, Tyne and Wear, Durham, 
Cleveland, North, West and South 
Yorkshire and Humberside. Contact Vince 
Scott at vincentscott@hotmail.com

The Midlands – consisting of 
Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire, Lincolnshire, 
Shropshire, Staffordshire, West 
Midlands, Leicestershire, Hereford and 
Worcestershire and Warwickshire.  Contact 
Steve Callaghan at ao@inracf.demon.
co.uk

The East – consisting of 
Buckinghamshire, Bedfordshire, Essex, 
Hertfordshire, Northamptonshire, 

Cambridgeshire, Norfolk and Suffolk. 
Contact Chris Berry BA at berry3@
tinyworld.co.uk

The South – consisting of 
Oxfordshire, Berkshire, Hampshire, Isle of 
Wight, Surrey, West Sussex, East Sussex 
and Kent. Contact Graham Brown at 
lancing@ntlworld.com

The West – consisting Cornwall, 
Devon, Somerset, Dorset, Gloucestershire, 
Avon and Wiltshire.  Contact Roy Deal 
MBE at roydeal@hotmail.com

The London Area.  
Contact Steve Truslove at stevetruslove@
aol.com

Scotland.  Contact Ted Fairbrass 
at tedfairbrass@btinternet.com

Germany.  Contact Ron Holmes 
at ronandkadja@aol.com

Rest of the World.  
Contact the Association Secretary, Mel 
Charlton. 

Contact with Area Secretaries



by
David Stotan – former WO2(QMS(AC))

I thought I would cover the subject of 
malware also know as Malicious Software 
this time round as I’m sure it is an area 
of concern for most of us.  Malware is 
designed to infiltrate our computers without 
consent whilst you are online. You realise 
your PC has slowed to a near halt and 
all sorts of strange things are flashing 
obscenities on your screen – these are sure 
signs that you have been subjected to a 
malware attack.  Most of us are unfamiliar 
with the term and immediately link this 
behaviour to a PC virus which isn’t always 
the case, not all malware are viruses. 
WHAT DO YOU DO NOW?  Well first you 
must know that any time you go online, 
your computer is susceptible to many 
different types of malware.  Different types 
affect your PC in different ways, some 
cause your PC to run slow or impede you 
so much it’s virtually impossible to work, 
others damage the operating system and 
render your computer useless and your 
only option is to re-install the operating 
system. The most common variants are 
Virus, Worm, Trojan Horse, Spyware, 
Adware and Browser Hijacker.  A brief 
description of each is shown blow:

Virus.  A virus is a computer program file 
capable of attaching to disks or other files 
and replicating itself repeatedly, typically 
without user knowledge or permission. 
Some viruses attach to files so when 
the infected file executes, the virus also 
executes. Other viruses sit in a computer’s 
memory and infect files as the computer 
opens, modifies or creates the files.  
Worm.  Worms are parasitic computer 
programs that replicate; worms can create 
copies on the same computer, or can 
send the copies to other computers via a 
network. Worms are often spread via Email. 
Trojan Horse.  A Trojan Horse is used to 

enter a victim’s PC undetected, granting 
the attacker unrestricted access to the 
data stored on that PC and causing 
great damage to the victim. A Trojan can 
be a hidden program that runs on your 
computer without your knowledge, or it 
can be ‘wrapped’ into a legitimate program 
- meaning that this program may have 
hidden functions that you are not aware of. 
People who run P2P software (peer-to-peer 
file sharing like Kazaa) often have trojans on 
their PC.  
Spyware.  Spyware covertly gathers user 
information and activity without the user’s 
knowledge. Spy software can record your 
keystrokes as you type them, passwords, 
credit card numbers, sensitive information, 
where you surf, and can even take random 
screenshots of your activity. Basically, 
whatever you do on the computer is 
completely viewable by the spy. 
Adware. Adware can do a number of 
things from profile your online surfing 
and spending habits to popping up 
annoying ad windows as you surf.  In 
some cases, adware is bundled with 
other software, slipped in the fine print 
of the user agreement or not disclosed 
to the user at all.  If you get “popups” 
frequently, it may be a result of Adware. 
Browser Hijacker.  Browser Hijackers 
are programs that change some settings 
in your browser. Most commonly, browser 
hijackers will change your “search” page 
to pass all searches to a certain pay-per-
search site or change your default home 
page to the initiators page (most often 
pornographic sites) send a list of websites 
viewed to their company. In the worst case 
scenario, a browser hijacker can make 
the Internet almost impossible to use, 
popping up dozens of advertising windows 
and directing you helplessly to sites of its 
choosing. Here are some tips to keep your 



The Association tie is of a silk/polyester 
Gunner zig zag design depicting the 
crossed quiills and the ‘AC’ in gold. Please 
send a cheue to te value of £13.00 made 
payable to The Artillery Clerks’ Association 
to: 
Mr Roy Deal MBE, 34 Birchwood Drive, 
Surrington, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP4 8ER.

Artillery Clerks’ 
Association Ties

Membership 
Recruiting - Eligibility 
for Membership
Full membership of the Association is 
open to any former Artillery Clerk in the 
rank range from Sergeant to Warrant 
Officer Class 1, either serving or retired. 
Membership may also be granted, with 
the recommendation of a former Artillery 
Clerk or member of the Association, to 
clerks who served in the Royal Artillery in 
the rank range from Gunner to Bombardier, 
and have subsequently been promoted 
to Sergeant and above in the Adjutant 
General’s Corps.

PC free from Malware:
• Use Antivirus protection, and keep it 
 updated.   
• Watch what you download! When 
 you’re online, you might get a 
 message asking if you want to 
 download a special search engine or 
 other seemingly helpful program, or 
 change your home page. Smart 
 computer users always say no. If 
 you are uncertain of the program, do 
 not download it! 
• Keep your PC updated. Go to http://
 windowsupdate.microsoft.com for 
 any updates your PC needs. 
• The Internet is full of free software 
 - most of it is great.  However, some 
 Freeware comes with adware or 
 spyware attached. 

We can protect our PC from viruses 
by running Antivirus protection.  Some 
common Antivirus programs I have used 
are Symantec Antivirus (Norton), McAfee 
Antivirus, AVG Antivirus, and PC Tools 
Antivirus.  The last two are free downloads.  
There are more antivirus programs than 
this, and may be just as good as or better 
than those I have mentioned.  However, 
when you run an antivirus program, 
you must remember to update it on a 
scheduled basis (once a week) or set it 
to automatically update for you.  Antivirus 
software is almost useless if it isn’t 
updated.   A common misconception 
is that anti-virus software offers all the 
protection you need.  Anti-virus software 
recognizes only a portion of all known 
Trojans and does not recognize unknown 
Trojans.  Some advanced adware/spyware 
removal utilities will detect and remove 
trojans.  There are Trojan specific removal 
procedures and utilities; I recommend 
you do a Google search to find these 
utilities.  There is no way to catch all 
trojans, especially since many of them are 
unknown. Spyware can be cleaned out and 
removed by Anti-spyware programs.  The 
ones I have used are Ad-Aware, Spybot 
Search & Destroy, Spyware Doctor. Beware 
when using programs other than those, 
I’ve seen and heard of spyware removers 

containing spyware worse than what it 
detects!  Also, don’t click on anything you 
see online that says you may have spyware 
on your computer.  Generally that’s just a 
link to a junk spyware remover that will end 
up with your computer in the repair shop!    



by
Major Paul Corker AGC(SPS)

Opening Remarks

I keep trying to find a nice peaceful place where no one bothers you!!  You all know what I 
mean, especially away from the Committee.  Well I must say, Mel is persistent and no matter 
where I go and what I’m up to he seems to find me.  I have recently taken over as OC CVHQ 
AGC, here in Winchester having completed my tour as SO2 SPS 2 Bde in Folkestone.  It 
is great to be back where I started as a WO1(SMAC) sixteen years ago.  Things have not 
changed that much however, I have noticed the Phase 2 soldiers gave me more respect as a 
WO1(SMAC) than as a SPS Major. 

My new address and contact number are as follows:

CVHQ AGC, 
Worthy Down, 
Winchester, Hants. SO21 2RG 
Civil 01962 887522 
Military 94271 2522.  
TANet cvhqagc-oc

The statement of account for the fund is as follows:

Statement Of Account As At 31 Aug 08

  Assets (A)    Liabilities (B)

  Cash   £     20:00 Function  £950:75
  Current Account  £1,247:87 
  Deposit Account  £2,245:20
  Shop Stock  £   325:00

  Total Assets  £3,818:07 Total Liabilities £950:75

  Total Cash (A – B) £2,887:32

General

The fund continues to be well managed and is financially strong to support the needs of 
all members.  All are strongly reminded that debtors are not included in the final totals.  At 
the same period in 2007 assets totalled £4,659:16 compared with £3,818:07 in 2008.  The 
cash available to the fund has increased slightly from £2,341:75 to £2,887:32.  Due to the 
overspend of the 2008 function the money available has decreased from £1,817:41 to 
£950:75.    
Subscriptions



As in previous years this continues to my major area of concern as Treasurer.  The level of 
outstanding subscriptions remains far too high.  This is tying up much needed cash that could 
be used to support all members and in addition be receiving interest.  I will be writing to all 
members to clear outstanding subscriptions shortly but I ask all of you to contact me and 
I will let you know immediately if you are an “honest debtor”.  To give you some idea of the 
current debtors, these are shown as:

  Long Term Debtors £700:00

  Short Term Debtors £200:00 (2008 subscriptions)  

Mandate System

All members are strongly encouraged to subscribe by this method.  Forms are available from 
the Treasurer.  There are 58 members not subscribing by this system.

Gift Aid

This area continues to be a good source of income to the fund.  The grand total received from 
the Inland Revenue stands at £1,337:39.  A cheque for £263:67 has recently been received 
for 2008 and will be paid into the bank shortly.  So if you are one of the 61 members who are 
yet to complete the ‘Gift Aid Declaration Form’ then please contact me soonest.  The Taxman 
pays the fund £1:41 for every subscription received.  Therefore it makes very good financial 
sense for you to contact me for a declaration form. 

Shop

The shop has a total of 25 ties @ £13:00 each.  This equates to £325:00 in shop stock as 
shown by the Statement of Account.  

Insurance

The fund remains under the insurance umbrella of Towergate Wilsons.

Summary

Another year has come and gone and I hope 2009 will prove a good one for stability.  I am 
glad to be more central to the Committee now that I’m located in Winchester and again thank 
all members for their continued support in keeping the finances in order.  My ‘parish notice’ to 
all members is to clear outstanding subscriptions soonest, subscribe by the mandate system 
and complete the Gift Aid Declaration Form.  In doing so, the fund will be stronger and I will 
play many golf courses in Hampshire.  It is that time of year when I wish you all the very best 
for the remainder of 2008 and hope to see you in early 2009.  



by
Joe Hoggins BSc (former WO1(SMAC))

I am concentrating my efforts on previous 
venues of Arty Clerk dinners.  They all have 
occurred in London since it’s’ inception 
and as I rarely get into town now, I would 
appreciate some help of those of you who 
do.  

Any of you who are in the neighbourhood 
of: 
Wardour St, 
Kings Rd, 
Victoria St or 
Eccleston Square 
I would really appreciate any photo’s (inside 
and or out) of the current situ of these past 
venues.

The following photo’s etc shown are of 
some info I have already got.  Anymore 
would, of course, help the cause.

21Nov 1925 saw the 3rd Reunion Dinner 
take place at Pinoli’s Restaurant, 17 
Wardour Street, which, according to the 
internet is now a Chinese Restaurant.
See picture below.

The 4th to the 11th Reunion Dinners were 
held at Victoria Mansion Restaurant, 24 
Victoria St, SW1, owned by two Gunner 
Officers.  Photo required of current 
position.  I cannot find out what is now 
situated at this site.

The 17th dinner was held at the Eccleston 
Hotel, SW1 which could now be the Quality 
Hotel??  It really needs clarifying.   The 
current Hotel is at 82-83 Eccleston Sq, 
London  SW1V 1PS

The 18th to 26th dinners were held at the 
Duke of Yorks Services Club, King’s Rd, 
Chelsea.  Any photo’s appreciated both 
current and past.



Minutes of the Artillery Clerk’s Association 
Annual General Meeting held on Saturday 
19th April 2008

Opening Remarks by the Chairman

The Chairman opened the Meeting by 
stating how nice it was to see everyone 
again and welcomed attending members 
to Larkhill for our first Reunion in the 
new Centre of Excellence for the Royal 
Regiment.  Further stating that it was 
always good to welcome our regular’s year 
in year out whatever the location, but it was 
great that we have a number of members 
who had rejoined us after a long absence.  
The Association remained in good health 
both in membership numbers and in the 
bank balance.  We have remained visible 
in terms of our Standard Bearer who has 
represented us on a number of occasions.  
The website, which is our link with you 
- thank you for using the Message Board, 
and thank you to our Webmaster David 
Stotan.  We have also stayed visible and 
active through our Crossed Quills – which 
I think just gets better and better by your 
contributions and through the hard work 
of Andy Tibble.  We also stayed visible and 
active by the second dinner organised by 
Ron Holmes in Germany.  The Secretary 
and I promise that we will do our best to 
join you for the next time.  

We have had our bad moments as well, 
when 11 months ago we lost our Welfare 
Officer Ted Morgan so unexpectedly.  I 
remember feeling how I felt early today 
when I received news that a very good 
friend of mine (Maj Alan D’Alton) passed 
away this morning after a short aggressive 
illness.

We have also been visible by the 
achievements of one of our members 
in particular Bob Day who has been 
awarded the RAA Certificate of Merit in 
recognition of his outstanding services 

to the RAA, especially (in particular) his 
conscientious commitment to the Enham 
Alamein/Andover and District Branch over 
many years.  His secretarial expertise have 
ensured that the branch have continued to 
function.  The award also recognises Bob’s 
work for youth organisations, the scout 
movement and the Royal British Legion.  

We now need to adapt this Mess as our 
home base, build on new contacts and 
become part of the fabric and visible like 
we were at Woolwich, and to continue with 
our Annual Dinners.  But to do that we 
need a new Reunion Secretary.  I would 
like to congratulate and thank Capt Ian 
Constantine for his tenure as our Reunion 
Secretary.  He in effect has set the template 
for future reunions in this Mess and the 
many good contacts he has established 
will be passed on to his successor (more 
of that later).  Ian, thank you for everything 
and I personally wish you a successful 
and rewarding career as a commissioned 
officer.  

I think I have said enough.  Thank you 
again for coming, especially those who 
have travelled long distances.  Let us all 
remain visible and enjoy this evening by 
enjoying each others company and look 
after our guests in the best tradition of the 
Association.

Apologies for Absence

There were 34 apologies for absence, the 
majority of which were listed in the Reunion 
Dinner Menu Card.

Approval of the Minutes of the 
Annual General Meeting held on 
Saturday 17th February 2007



The Secretary stated that the Minutes had 
been circulated to all members via Crossed 
Quills Issue 11 and it was not intended 
to read them out again unless a member 
wished it to be done so.  A proposal was 
taken to ensure that they were a true 
record:

Proposer  Mr Bill Young
Seconder  Maj(Retd) Dave Cussell

Matters Arising from the Minutes of 
the Annual General Meeting held on 
Saturday 17th February 2007

There were no matters arising from the 
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 
held on Saturday 17th February 2007.

Chairman’s Report

The Chairman’s reported that membership 
now stood at 205 and the remainder  
of his report was covered in his opening 
remarks. 

Secretary’s Report

• Unfortunate death of former 
WO1(SMAC) and Capt Pete Bunn who had 
died on 15 Mar 07 aged 95. Pete was our 
oldest member.

• Unfortunate death of former 
WO1(SMAC) Alex Forbes Ross who died 
on 18 Mar 07 aged 75.

• Unfortunate death of our Welfare 
Officer former WO2(QMS(AC)) Ted Morgan 
who had died on 30 May 07 aged 62.

• Congratulations to Majors John 
Haddock and Martin Birch on being 
selected for an Intermediate Regular 
Commission (Late Entry).

• Congratulations to our Reunion 
Secretary Capt Ian Constantine who was 
commissioned into the Royal Artillery on 14 
May 07 and is now the RCMO 19 Regt RA 
here in Larkhill.

• New members: 
Capt(Retd) George Martin joined us on 26 
Feb 07.
Capt Andy O’Neill HAC – 20 Jun 07
WO2(SQMS) Colin Haine – 22 Jun 07 
(sponsored by Andy O’Neill)
Former SSgt(AC) Derek Baldry – 16 Jan 08
Former SSgt(AC) Geoff Whitby – 25 Feb 
08.

• Congratulations to Bob Day who 
has been awarded a Royal Artillery 
Association Certificate of Merit.  The 
objective of the Certificate of Merit is to 
recognise outstanding services to the 
RAA by an annual or life member.  The 
award has been made to Bob for his well 
deserved recognition of his conscientious 
commitment to the Enham Alamein/
Andover and District Branch over many 
years.  His work, and that of his family, has 
provided the essential Secretarial support 
for the Branch without which they would 
find it extremely hard to function.  The 
award also recognises Bob’s work for the 
youth of the RA when in service, the Scout 
movement and his teaching profession – all 
of this demonstrating his willingness to help 
in the development of the young.  It also 
acknowledges Bob’s work for the Royal 
British Legion.

• St Barbara’s Day Service will be held 
at Larkhill in the Church of St Alban the 
Martyr on Sun 7 Dec 08.  The Service will 
be followed by lunch in the Sgts’ Mess for 
all personnel.

• Veteran’s Day this year will be held 
on Fri 27 Jun 08.

• On Wed 11 Jun 08 there will be a 
Dedication of the Memorial to Gunners 
killed in action since 2000 starting at 4 
pm.  The service will be conducted in the 
Church of St Alban the Martyr, Larkhill and 
all members are invited to attend.

• The following day on Thu 12 
Jun 08, HM The Queen will be visiting 
Larkhill to officially open the new Gunner 
home.  There will be a garden party in the 



afternoon from 1 to 4 pm to which RAA 
Branch members, spouses and immediate 
family are invited to attend.  The cost will 
be £5.00 per person to cover refreshments 
and a printed commemorative programme.  
Further details and an application form 
are on the Notice Board in the back 
bar.  Basically if you wish to attend all I 
need from you is your full name, address, 
telephone and fax number plus e-mail 
address and a cheque for £5.00 made out 
to the Artillery Clerks’ Association.  The 
closing date for applications and cheques 
to reach me will be Mon 19 May.  

• I wish to report on the activities of 
our Standard Bearer Andrew Jones since 
our last AGM:

 Farewell to Woolwich Parade on 26 
May 07
 Ted Morgan’s funeral in Derby on 7 
Jun 07
 RAA Christmas Dinner at the 
Andover Branch Club
 St Barbara’s Church Service Larkhill 
on 2 Dec 07 
 
•  Ties for sale during the weekend 
from Roy Deal at a cost of £13.00. 
 
•  Annual reminder to keep the 
Secretary up to date with any postings,  
promotions, new addresses, telephone 
numbers, e-mail addresses,  award of 
medals, etc etc. 

Assistant Secretary’s Report

The Assistant Secretary, Andy Tibble MSM 
was absent on duty and the Secretary 
reported the following on his behalf:

• Please pass on my apologies for 
not being able to attend this years Reunion 
and AGM.  I do hope that you all have an 
enjoyable weekend at Larkhill.

• Crossed Quills Issue 12  - by now 
you should all have received Issue 11 of 
the Crossed Quills.  I do hope that you 
all enjoyed reading this issue, however, if 

you do have any comments or suggestions for future issues, please 
do let me know.  All articles including photographs for inclusion 
into the next issue of the Crossed Quills should be forwarded to 
Mel Charlton to arrive by no later than Mon 1 Sep 08.  All articles 
and photographs are then to be forwarded to me by no later than 
Fri 19 Sep 08.  The aim is to have the next issue of the Crossed 
Quills in the post to all members by Fri 28 Nov 08.  Your support in 
providing articles and/or any old photographs with captions would 
be gratefully appreciated.

• Membership – over the past 12 months we have seen our 
Membership increase to 205 members.  There are still a lot of 
ex Artillery Clerks out there who, I am sure, we all know of their 
whereabouts.  I would be most grateful to you all, if you could make 
a consolidated effort over the next 12 months to pursue these 
individuals and encourage them to join the Association.  In the last 
issue of Crossed Quills I included an Application Form to join the 
Artillery Clerks’ Association.  If you require any further copies of this 
form, they can be obtained by either contacting Mel Charlton or 
myself.  If you do know the whereabouts of any ex Artillery Clerks 
but are unable to encourage them to join, please let me have their 
contact details and I will make contact with them direct. 

Treasurer’s Report

 LIQUIDITY STATE AS AT SAT 19 APR 08
ASSETS
 Current Bank Balance £3,859:91
 Deposit Bank Balance £2,239:20
 Shop Stock £   364:00

 Total Assets (A) £6,463:11

LIABILITIES
 Function £3,433:41

 Total Liabilities £3,029:70
 Available cash (A-B) £3,029:70

Notes:

Subscriptions.  As at 31 Dec 06 there is £620:00 owed in 
subscriptions.  2007 currently total £200:00.  A letter was forwarded 
to those members.  A good response has been received..  

Mandate.  63 members are not paying by the Standing Order 
Mandate. Members are continuously encouraged to subscribe by 
this method.

Gift Aid.  The Treasurer has received a total of £1,013:09 from the 
Inland Revenue.  There are 66 members who are yet to join the gift 
aid scheme.  



Miscellaneous.  There are currently 30 ties in stock.  The insurance 
cover is due as at 1 Apr 07.

Prior to 1 Jan 08 there are 141 subscriptions outstanding.  This 
would result in £705:00 to the fund.

2008 funds outstanding currently stand at 68.  This would result in 
£340:00 to the fund.

Total outstanding is £1,045:00.

There are 60 members not subscribing by the direct mandate 
system.  I hold the list of those members not subscribing so if 
anyone would like to check please see me afterwards.  Copies are 
available and please if I could remind you “they are to be forwarded 
to your bank not to the Treasurer”. 

Another letter kindly reminding members to send their cheques to 
the Treasurer and to complete a mandate proforma will be actioned 
by me in the near future.

Although the reunion fund stands at £3,433:41.  By the time the 
Reunion Secretary has cleared the bills this will be reduced.  

2007 INCOME AND EXPENDITURE REPORT

Income   £1,930:99   (explain)
Expenditure  £1,927:50   (explain)
GPF   £    + 3:49

INSURANCE

The insurance for the fund is valid until 31 Mar 09.  It is with the firm 
Towergate Wilsons.  The cost this year was £197:14.  This includes 
personal accident cover for the Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, 
Reunion Secretary, Standard Bearer and Regional Secretaries.  

GIFT AID

£1:41 income for every £5:00 you have paid to the fund.   The Gift 
Aid allowance began on 6 April 2000, therefore it is good to report 
that a sum of £1,337.39 has been received from the Tax Man to 
date.  I will ensure this continues annually as subscriptions are 
received.  This should take place in May/Jun.  Please if you have 
failed to complete the declaration form, please do so immediately.  
Please return to the Treasurer as soon as possible.  

SHOP

Ties cost £13:00 and there are 28 in stock.

David Stotan proposed and Lt Col Richard Horner MBE RA 

seconded that the Treasurer’s Report be 
accepted.  All members were in favour with 
this proposal

Welfare Secretary’s Report

The Secretary in his capacity of Acting 
Welfare Secretary reported that he had 
been involved with four cases details of 
which could not be revealed.

Maj(Retd) Pat Verdon gave an update on 
our Chelsea Pensioners as follows:

Duggie Waterhouse and George McKinnell 
are now both permanent Infirmary 
residents; that is receiving full time ‘nursing 
home care’, but otherwise there are no 
specific health worries with them at this 
time.  

Tommy McCarthy is still living 
independently on the long wards and being 
his usual self as a sort of ‘self-appointed’ 
trade union agitator; but as far as I know 
he’s well.

The Secretary reported that he had spoken 
to the Association’s oldest member John 
‘Yogi’ Yeowell on 10 Apr 08.  Before 
John became an Artillery Clerk he was a 
member of the French Foreign Legion and 
was awarded the Groix de Guerre.  John 
sent his regards and best wishes to all 
members. 

Members were reminded of the welfare 
assistance that is available through the 
Royal Artillery Association, RBL and SSAFA 
which is completely confidential.  The 
Welfare Secretary did not discuss any case 
with members of the Committee.   

Historical Secretary’s Report

The Historical Secretary Joe Hoggins 
gave an update on the current position 
regarding History of the AC.  A number of 
people have sent him some good articles 
and photos. He said that he still needs 
more information etc and any article 
or photo relating to any clerk would be 



appreciated.   One article and photo’s relating to ALL regiments, past and present, would be 
excellent.

Reunion Secretary’s Report

The Reunion Secretary Capt Ian Constantine RA gave a comprehensive briefing on the format 
of the Reunion Dinner and the evening including the photograph which was to be taken in the 
Mess.

Elections

Election or re-election of Committee

The Chairman stated that the present Committee less the Reunion Secretary wished to 
remain in office as follows:

Chairman Lt Col (Red) Joe Falzon BEM
Secretary  Mr Mel Charlton
Asst Secretary Mr Andy Tibble MSM
Treasurer Maj Paul Corker AGC (SPS)
Reunion Secretary  Due to commissioning of Capt Ian Constantine RA a new 
 incumbent was to be sought (volunteers should contact the 
 Secretary direct)

John Lindley proposed and Mick Grenham seconded this proposal. All members were in 
favour of this proposal

Any other Business

• A volunteer was requested to fill the post of Reunion Secretary to replace Capt Ian 
Constantine RA (serving WO1 if possible). No volunteers were forthcoming from the floor 
and it was decided to wait to see if any member came off the WO1 Board and posted to the 
South of England.

• A volunteer was requested (with welfare experience) to fill the post of Welfare Secretary 
to replace Ted Morgan.   No volunteer was forthcoming.  Subsequent to the AGM, former 
WO1(SMAC) Colin Davidson kindly volunteered to assume the duties as Association Welfare 
Secretary with effect from 29 Apr 08.  This appointment will be ratified at the AGM scheduled 
to be held on Sat 25 Apr 09. 

• The Secretary proposed that paragraph 4 of the Association Charter be amended to 
allow any former junior rank clerk in the Royal Artillery, who had reached the age of 50 be 
allowed to join the Association, with a very strong recommendation from a formerly appointed 
Artillery Clerk and agreement of the Association Committee.  A discussion followed with no 
conclusion to the proposal.  The Secretary has decided to put his proposal ‘on hold’ until a 
later date. 

• WO2 Ron Holmes informed the Meeting that the next Germany Reunion would be held 
in 26 Regt RA Sgts’ Mess, Mansergh Barracks, Gütersloh on Sat 18 Oct 08.

Date of Next Meeting
The next Annual General Meeting is scheduled to be held on Sat 25 Apr 09 at Larkhill.



ARMY ORDER 54 OF 1903

Pay and Promotion of Clerks, Royal Artillery

EDWARD R.I.

A.O.54  WHEREAS We deem it expedient to amend the regulations relating           18
April to the pay and promotion of soldiers employed as clerks in Our Royal Artillery;      Artillery
1903                    3038

  OUR WILL AND PLEASURE is that all soldiers who may hereafter
be permanently employed as clerks in Our Royal Artillery shall form a section 
to be called the Artillery Clerks’ Section, and shall, from the 1st April 1903, be
paid and promoted as follows:

     Rank   Pay Class for 
Allowances.

1ST DIVISION
        s.  d.
On Promotion from the  Warrant Officer   5   6  16
2nd Division

2ND DIVISION  

On promotion from 3rd  Company Sergeant Major  4  0  17
  Division.
After 3 year’s service with  Quarter Master Sergeant  4  6  16
  pay at 4s per day.
After 3 year’s service with  Quarter Master Sergeant  5  0  16
  pay at 4s 6d per day.

3RD DIVISION

On appointment   Acting Bombardier  2  0  20
After one year’s service in  Bombardier   2  6  20
  the division
After 2 year’s service with  Corporal    3  0  20
  pay at 2s 6d a-day.
After 2 year’s service with  Sergeant    3  6  19
  pay at 3s a-day.

No increase of rank or pay under this article shall be allowed, unless
specially recommended by the officer under whom the non-commissioned officer 
is serving.

   Given at Our Court at St. James’s this 21st

      day of March, 1903, in the 3rd year of Our
      Reign.
     By His Majesty’s Command,

      Sr. JOHN BRODRICK

(Extract by kind permission of the Royal Artillery Institution)



General

1. The Association, entitled the “Artillery Clerks’ Association” was formed at Woolwich on 
Saturday 7th March 1998.  This Charter is being adopted to guide its activities.  The Charter 
may be changed at any time by the Committee to reflect the wishes of the Association 
members.

2. The Aim and Object of the Artillery Clerks’ Association is to promote comradeship 
amongst its members, both serving and retired and to provide a focal point for all members of 
the Association.  The Association is essentially an old comrades association of former Artillery 
Clerks, either serving or retired.

3. The Artillery Clerks’ Association is affiliated to and is a Branch of the Royal Artillery 
Association (RAA).  All members of the Royal Artillery Association will be granted life 
membership of the RAA on acceptance.

Eligibility

4. Full Memers.  Full membership of the Association is open to any former Artillery 
Clerk in the rank range from Sergeant to Warrant Officer Class 1, either serving or retired.   
Membership may also be granted, with the recommendation of a former Artillery Clerk or 
member of the Association, to clerks who served in the Royal Artillery in the rank range from 
Gunner to Bombardier, and have subsequently been promoted to Sergeant in the Adjutant 
General’s Corps.

5. Honorary Membership.  Honorary Membership of the Association is specially 
designed to cover the widows and relatives of deceased Artillery Clerks.  Other special cases 
of honorary membership will be considered on merit by the Committee and voted upon 
by the Committee and voted upon by the members at the Annual General Meeting (AGM).  
Honorary members may not vote on matters voted upon at the AGM.

6. Authorization.   Membership of the Association may be sought by anyone under these 
rules.  In the event of there being some doubt regarding application, the Artillery Clerks’ 
Association Committee will arbitrate.  The Association Committee has the right to refuse any 
application for membership, or cancel any existing membership, for example, for disciplinary 
reasons.

Purpose

7. The specific purpose of the Association is to provide:

 a. A focal point for comradeship, largely through periodic reunion of:

  (1) A formal Annual Reunion Dinner.

Artillery Clerks’ Association Charter



  (2) An informal Dinner to be held at a frequency and location to be decided by the 
  Committee, to include wives, girlfriends and widows.

  (3) A very limited welfare service.  This essentially means that the Artillery Clerks’ 
  Association, in promoting contacts between members, provides a network through 
  which help can be given to any member.  The focus for this activity within the 
  Association is the Secretary.

Organisation

8. The affairs of the Artillery Clerks’ Association will be overseen by the Artillery Clerks’ 
Association Committee.  The Committee will meet at intervals decided upon by the Chairman, 
and will comprise of:

 a. President (Honorary).

 b. Chairman.

 c. Secretary.  Responsibilities cover:

  (1) Association Membership.

  (2) Correspondence.

  (3) Providing a focus for the Association’s welfare work and links to the RAA.

  (4) Production of a periodic newsletter.

  (5) Coordinating the activities of the Area Representatives.

 d. Treasurer.  Responsibilities cover:

  (1) Maintenance of a bank account entitled the “Artillery Clerks’ Association”.

  (2) Accounting for all the finances of the Artillery Clerks’ Association.

  (3) Presenting a Statement of Account to the Committee (as and when required) and 
  annually at the AGM

 e. Regional Representatives.  Responsibilities cover:

  (1) The recruitment of new members.

  (2) Maintaining an area membership list.

  (3) Coordinating travel to Reunions and other Association activities.

Areas covered are:

  (1) Northern Ireland.
 
  (2) Scotland.



  (3) Wales.

  (4) The North West consisting of Cumbria, Lancashire, Merseyside, Greater 
  Manchester and Cheshire.

  (5) The North consisting of Northumberland, Tyne and Wear, Durham, Cleveland, 
  North, West and South Yorkshire and Humberside.

  (6) The Midlands consisting of Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire, Lincolnshire, Shropshire, 
  Staffordshire, West Midlands, Leicestershire, Hereford and Worcestershire and 
  Warwickshire. 

  (7) The East consisting of Buckinghamshire, Bedfordshire, Essex, Northamptonshire, 
  Hertfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Norfolk and Suffolk.

  (8) London Area

  (9) The South consisting of Oxfordshire, Berkshire, Hampshire, Isle of Wight, Surrey, 
  West Sussex, East Sussex  and Kent.

  (10) The West consisting of Cornwall, Devon, Somerset, Dorset, Gloucestershire, 
  Avon and Wiltshire.

  (11) Germany.

  (12) The Rest of the World – covered by the Secretary.

9. Additional members of the Committee may be appointed by the Chairman as required, for 
example, Reunion Secretary and Assistant Secretary.

Fees

10. Membership fees are to be determined by the Committee.  There is to be a fee to join the 
Association and the annual renewal fee.

11. Fees are to cover the costs of administration, including telephone calls, postage and 
stationery. 

12 . Reunions are to be self-financing, that is, those attending are to meet the full cost of all 
activities of the Reunion.



The 74th Artillery Clerks’ Reunion and 
Association Dinner took place, in the 
Central Sergeants’ Mess Larkhill on 
Saturday 19th April 2008.  This was the 
first time that the Association had gathered 
in Larkhill having bid a sad farewell to 
Woolwich in 2007.

The event proved to be a great success 
and as ever was well supported.  Following 
the Association AGM and the obligatory 
photograph, over 60 Association members 
sat down for Dinner with the DRA, Brig C 
W Tadier CBE ADC as Guest of Honour, 
the RASM, WO1 Neil Kenny,  RSM 14 Regt 
RA, WO1 Carlos Hamlet and Capt Alan 
Solly and Miss Rae Von Breen from the RA 
Association also joining us.  The Dinner and 
service provided was excellent, with first 
class entertainment provided by 
the Brass Quintet from the Band 
of the Army Air Corps.  Further 
entertainment was provided by 
a Piper from 19 Regt RA (The 
Highland Gunners), rounding 
off a most enjoyable meal.  The 
speeches followed, with the 
Reunion Secretary toasting Absent 
Friends and the DRA giving a 
rousing “State of the Nation”.  
The Association and guests then 
retired to the bar to renew old 
friendships and more importantly 
start new ones.  The beer flowed 
until the early hours of Sunday 
morning and I’m pleased to say 
the RASM and RSM 14 Regt RA 
were both still present when the 
shutters finally came down!

All who attended were greatly 
impressed with the welcome 
received from both the RASM 
and the RSM 14 Regt RA. This 

coupled with the excellent service provided 
by the Mess Manager Mr Alex Scattergood 
and his Staff meant that our first Reunion in 
the new Royal Artillery Central Sergeants’ 
Mess at Larkhill was a huge success. 
The 75th Artillery Clerks’ Reunion and 
Association Dinner will take place over 
the weekend of Fri 24 – Sun 26 Apr 09, 
with the Dinner taking place on Sat 25 Apr 
09.  For further information regarding the 
Association and the next Reunion visit the 
Association website at www.artyclerkassn.
org or contact Capt Ian Constantine, 
RCMO 19 Regt RA on 01980 634215 (Mil 
94322 2215).

74th Artillery Clerks’ Reunion and 
Association Dinner
Saturday 19th April 2008
by Capt Ian Constantine RA



Friday Evening
Left: James McNamara, Chairman Lt Col(Retd) 
Joe Falzon BEM, Area Secretary South 
Graham Brown and Tom Webb.

Above: Paddy Cooper, Derek Baldry and 
Brian Morgan

Above: Tom Webb, Area Secretary Germany WO2 
Ron Holmes, Joe Phelps and Area Secretary South 
Graham Brown

Above: William Wallace, Secretary Mel Charlton, 
Paddy Cooper and Mick Grenham

Left: Mick Hutchinson, Maj John Haddock, Maj Bob 
Cowan and Area Secretary West Roy Deal MBE 
breaking into song



AGM

Top left: Chairman Lt Col(Retd) Joe Falzon 
BEM, Secretary Mel Charlton and Treasurer 
Maj Paul Corker checking the funds

Top right: Reunion Secretary Capt Ian 
Constantine measuring up to an RHA 
uniform (note thumb – that’s another story)

Left: Members preparing for the AGM with 
Mick Johnston, Jim Cussell BEM and Bill 
Young at the front

Reunion Pre-drinks

Above: A general view of members in the 
Bar awaiting the arrival of the Guest of 
Honour

Left: Joe Phelps and James McNamara



Top Left: Standard Bearer Andrew Jones, 
WO2(SQMS) Derek Ralphs, Mark Spring 
and Area Secretary Germany WO2 Ron 
Holmes

Top right: William Wallace and Area 
Secretary North West Dennis Norris seated 
centre with various other members

Right: WO2(SQMS) Chris Harvey and John 
Lindley

Above right: Area Secretary West Roy Deal MBE 

Above left: Mark Spring and Standard Bearer Andrew 
Jones surrounded by various members

Left: General view of members in the bar awaiting the 
arrival of the Guest of Honour.  SSgt Snowy Snowdon 
and Des Riley centre front



A: Historical Secretary Joe Hoggins BSc, 
Mick Grenham and Area Secretary South 
Graham Brown

B: Maj(Retd) Pat Verdon, Jim Cussell BEM, 
Maj(Retd) Dave Cussell (note 29 Cdo Regt 
RA cummerbunds), Bill Young, Paddy 
Cooper and Marty Hester

C: Maj Bob Cowan, Maj(Retd) Phil 
Headford BEM, Treasurer Maj Paul Corker 
and WO2(SQMS) Daz Ward enjoy a joke

D: Dougie Silver, Mick Johnston, SSgt Roy 
Penhallurick and Chris Shuter

E: John Taylor and Geoff Hyatt

F: Des Riley (sporting a new beard) and 
SSgt Snowy Snowdon

G: Brian Morgan and SSgt Sparky Allen

A

B

C

D

E

F

G



Left: Joe Phelps and Trevor Spurr

Below: Maj(Retd) Pat Verdon sharing another story with 
Jim Cussell BEM, Paddy Cooper and Marty Hester

Reunion Dinner

Above: Pete Deverall heading up the view to the 
top table
 
Right: SSgt Sparky Allen, WO2(SQMS) Derek 
Ralphs and Mark Spring

Above Left: Top table with Guest of Honour, Director Royal Artillery 
Brig Colin Tadier CBE, ADC 

Above right: Des Riley, Treasurer Maj Paul Corker, Guest WO1 Carlos 
Hamlet (RSM 14 Regt RA) and Lt Col Richard Horner MBE



Top left: Secretary Mel Charlton, Maj(Retd) Pat Verdon and guest Capt(Retd) Allan Solly (RAA Membership Secretary)

Top right: Area Secretary Germany WO2 Ron Holmes easing springs

Middle left: Area Secretary Germany WO2 Ron Holmes, Mick Johnston and Pete Deverall

Middle right: Mick Hutchinson, Mick Williams MSM, Standard Bearer Andrew Jones and Steve Seymour

Bottom left: Honorary President Maj Gen Peter Currie CB reads out the Loyal Message from HM The Queen, flanked 
by Chairman Lt Col(Retd) Joe Falzon BEM and Lt Col(Retd) David Brown BEM

Bottom right: Maj John Haddock and Lt Col(Retd) Tony Mott



Top left: Peter Deverall, Steve Read and Derek Baldry

Top right: WO2(SQMS) Daz Ward, Des Riley and Treasurer Maj Paul Corker

Middle left: Maj(Retd) Pat Verdon, guest Capt(Retd) Allan Solly (RAA Membership Secretary) and Historical Secretary 
Joe Hoggins BSc

Middle right: Tom Webb and Joe Phelps

Bottom Left: Jim McNamara and Area Secretary South Graham Brown

Bottom Right: John Taylor and Major Bob Cowan



After Dinner

Top left: Honorary Chairman Maj Gen Peter Currie CB in discussion with the Guest of Honour Brig Colin Tadier CBE 
ADC (DRA)
Top middle: William Wallace and Historical Secretary Joe Hoggins BSc
Top right: Chairman Lt Col(Retd) Joe Falzon BEM, guest WO1 Carlos Hamlet (RSM 14 Regt RA) and Treasurer Paul 
Corker
Middle left: Secretary Mel Charlton and Historical Secretary Joe Hoggins BSc
Middle right: Joe Phelps, Area Secretary South Graham Brown, Geoff Hyatt and Maj(Retd) Pat Verdon
Bottom left: Area Secretary Germany WO2 Ron Holmes assists Steve Seymour in presenting a painting of Woolwich 
Front Parade to the RSM 14 Regt RA WO1 Carlos Hamlet
Bottom middle: Webmaster David Stotan and Maj Bob Cowan
Bottom right: SSgt Snowy Snowdon and William Wallace



Top left:  Geoff Hyatt and Maj(Retd) Pat Verdon
Top middle:  Chairman Lt Col(Retd) Joe Falzon BEM, Secretary Mel Charlton, Webmaster David Stotan talking to the 
Guest of Honour Brig ColinTadier CBE ADC (DRA)
Top right:  The DRA accompanied by the RASM WO1 Neil Kenny meets SSgt Roy Penhallurick 
Middle left:  The Honorary President Maj Gen Peter Currie CB in discussion with guest WO1 Carlos Hamlet
(RSM 14 Regt RA) and the Guest of Honour Brig Colin Tadier CBE ADC (DRA)
Middle right:  Historical Secretary Joe Hoggins BSc, WO2(SQMS) Daz Ward and Treasurer Maj Paul Corker
Bottom left:  The Chairman Lt Col(Retd) Joe Falzon BEM accompanied by the Secretary Mel Charlton bid good night 
and farewell to the Guest of Honour Brig Colin Tadier CBE ADC (DRA). 
Bottom right:  Next Morning, Oh what a night!!   



Sparky Allen
Alf Alvin
Richard Ancliffe
Alan Ashcroft
Al Artley
Brian Bailey
Pip Bailey
Derek Baldry
Brian Bassett
Taff Bellis
Chris Berry
Martin Birch
Dave Boulton
Peter Bradburn
Denis Brett
Graham Brown
David Brown
Phil Buckingham
Titch Buckley
Budgie Burgess
Martin Butler
Steve Callaghan
Iain Campbell
Walter Carney
Mel Charlton
Rob Clarke
Lawrence Collingwood                               
Ian Constantine
Ron Cooper
Paddy Corbett
Paul Corker
Stan Cornwell
Mike Cottrell
Bob Cowan
Dennis Crawford
Kev Crump
Peter Currie
Dave Cussell
Jim Cussell
Colin Davidson
Paul Davies
Steve Davies
Bob Day
Roy Deal
Pete Deverall
John Dewberry
Ray Dickinson
John Dixon
Jim Doran
Paddy Ennis
Rog Essex

Sid Evans
Ted Fairbrass
Joe Falzon
Jim Findlay
Ron Flemmings
Graham Flint
Alan Foot
Foxy Fox
Mark Gaines
Brian Garthwaite
Martin Geddes
Ian Grant
Mick Grenham
Ian Groom
John Haddock
Colin Haine
Ted Hall
‘H’ Hammond
Graham Hampton
Chris Harvey
Steve Hawke
Phil Hayes
Phil Headford
Marty Hester
Alan Hill
Geordie Himlin
Joe Hoggins
Vic Holdaway
Ron Holmes
Paddy Hope
Richard Horner
Idris Hughes
Stu Hunt
Mick Hutchinson
Geoff Hyatt
Geoff Janik
Dick Jeavons
Bill Johnson
Mick Johnston
Andrew Jones
Ted Jones
Derek Kelsey
Clive Knaggs
Ralph Lalabalavu
John Lane
Dave Larcombe
Brian Leadbetter
Russ Lee
Ray Lewis
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Congratulations 

Congratulations to Bob Day who has 
been awarded a Royal Artillery Association 
Certificate of Merit.  The objective of 
the Certificate of Merit is to recognise 
outstanding services to the RAA by 
an annual or life member.  The award 
has been made to Bob for his well 
deserved recognition of his conscientious 
commitment to the Enham Alamein/
Andover and District Branch over many 
years.  His work, and that of his family, has 
provided the essential Secretarial support 
for the Branch without which they would 
find it extremely hard to function.  The 
award also recognises Bob’s work for the 
youth of the RA when in service, the Scout 
movement and his teaching profession – all 
of this demonstrating his willingness to help 
in the development of the young.  It also 
acknowledges Bob’s work for the Royal 
British Legion

Did you know

From 1938, there was also a rank 
of Warrant officer Class III. The only 
appointments held by this rank were 
Platoon Sergeant Major, Troop Sergeant 
Major and Section Sergeant Major. The 
WOIII wore a crown on his lower sleeve. 
The rank was placed in suspension in 1940 
and no new appointments were made, but 
it was never officially abolished.

Celebration of 
Diamond Wedding 
Anniversary

On the 14 May 2008, former WO1(SMAC) 
John Lane BEM and his wife Else 
celebrated their 60 years Diamond 
Wedding Anniversary.
 
John was serving in 19 Fd Regt RA in 
Düsseldorf as a bombardier at the time 
and they were married in HQ 4 Gds Bde in 
Hubbelrath  on 14 May 1948.

Best wishes and many congratulations to 
John and Else.







Due to the passage of 22 years, the 
following story of a Battery Clerk may 
or may not be true in whole or in part.  
Similarity with any soldier, serving or retired, 
is purely intentional:

“Bomb Shuter”…….. “Where the ****’s 
Belize?” 

 The BSM’s voice screeched through the 
hole that was a two foot square hatchway 
in the middle of the wall between the office 
of the man next to God and mine.  Mine 
was the Battery Office; the place of first 
resort and font of all knowledge military 
administrative.

“Next to Guatemala Sir” was my reply 
to the hole.  I continued to type Battery 
Orders on a pre-war Olivetti typewriter.  
Cursing occasionally when a wrong key 
was struck in my two fingered attempts 
to beat the world speed typing record yet 
again, I would reach for a bottle of industrial 
strength red nail polish and intoxicate 
myself, deep in correction.  It seems like 
yesterday.

What seemed like several seconds passed 
whilst the military cog wheels that where 
the BSM’s thought processes, whirled 
around inside his head.  The silence was 
deafening.

“Bomb Shuter” …….. The hole spoke 
again.  “Where the ****’s Guatemala?”

I stopped typing and stood up to look 
through the hole and address the great 
man directly. 

“Remember when you were at school sir, 
on the days when you weren’t skiving off 
to smoke in the bluebell woods or showing 

the new boys the blue goldfish?  On the 
wall in the history teacher’s classroom was 
a map of the world.  On the left hand side 
there was a big blob at the top shaped 
like an anvil and a smaller blob at the 
bottom shaped like a bunch of grapes?  In 
between was a thin strip?”

“Yes, I didn’t know you went to my school 
Bomb” Said my hero.

“I didn’t sir, but anyway, Belize is on the 
thin strip.  I think it used to be called British 
Honduras, so it would have been one of 
the red bits”.

“******* hell Bomb, that’s half way round the 
world!”

“Your geographical brilliance never ceases 
to amaze me sir, but why do you ask, are 
you taking your ACW at EPC Advanced 
again?” I said, giving him my knowing 
smile.

“No you t***, we are going there for six 
months next April”

“But that’s only three months away sir!”

“Your mathematical brilliance never ******* 
well ceases to amaze me Bombardier 
Shuter.  Now get your arse in here and go 
through this with me, we are going to have 
to re-write tonight’s orders.”

And so the jungle adventure began on that 
cold winter’s afternoon on the old RAF 
base that was Thorney Island, on the South 
Coast.

Several fun packed weeks of administration 
followed before, finally, I finished all the 
BSM’s preparation to move the Battery in 

The Jungle Odyssey
By Chris Shuter (former Sgt(AC))



good order to Central America.  This was no easy time for the BSM, 
what with endless coffee breaks in the Mess, meetings with the 
RSM in the Mess, dinners (both official and informal) to attend in the 
Mess, such were the rigours of his rank.  I admired the BSM’s stoical 
nature and ability to maintain a half sensible conversation whilst 
pissed as a cricket.  I tried never to let him down and, to the best of 
my belief, he never let me down in return.

Soon we were mounting the steps of an RAF VC10 at Brize Norton.  
As we entered the luxurious interior, the BSM was laughing.  

“Bomb Shuter”

“Yes sir?”

“Find out what idiot Crab-fat mechanic serviced this plane will you, 
he’s put all the seats back in the wrong way round”

“Don’t worry sir” I replied, “The RAF have never lost a passenger”

“Are you sure Bomb?”

“Yes sir; they’ve always found the bodies”

“F*** off down the cheap seats will you Shuter”

“Yes sir”

There followed about 17 hours of blissful ignorance of deep vein 
thrombosis before we arrived, with a hell of a thump, on the tarmac 
of Belize International Car Park.  We had stopped a couple of times 
on the way, but they wouldn’t let us off the plane in America, as 
usual, so I still don’t know what Washington looks like and I’ve been 
there twice! Airport Camp beckoned and I was soon taking over 
the Battery Office and Nissan hut accommodation from a bloke 
called Bdr TESTI of F Battery.  I had found the Stims bar and then 
the JNCOs’ Mess before I woke up with my first tropical hangover.  
Before the aspirin had chance to start working, the BSM decided 
that I should be the first to go adventure training on St George’s 
Caye, as a reward for all my hard work.  A bumpy helicopter ride 
later, a small group of us were admiring the view over the outside 
toilet and wondering if it would matter that us pasty white boys had 
forgotten to bring our sun tan lotion.

We had a weekend of great fun, diving, windsurfing, fishing, suffering 
heat stroke, begging for sun tan lotion and screaming “Barracuda!” 
every time we went for a swim.

Looking and feeling like lobsters, we took a boat ride back to Belize 
City and the comfort of Airport Camp.  We cheered the arrival of the 
Battery Main Party and waved a tearful goodbye to F Battery rear 
party. Then began the difficult six month task of avoiding alcoholism, 

Sunset over the khazi.
 
snakes, spiders and the friendlier of the 
local women.

One of the main functions of the Battery 
HQ was to act as a staging post for 
soldiers coming to and from the two Troop 
locations on R&R.  This meant that every 
week I had a different group to entertain, 
showing them the delights of Airport Camp 
and the famous Rose Garden.  After a 
while, I began to call myself the Battery 
pimp.

Our hosts in Airport Camp were an Infantry 
Regiment.  They shall remain anonymous, 
but they began with ‘Duke’ and ended 
in ‘of Boots’.  They were renowned for 
recruiting other ranks of high intellect.  
Soon they decided to ruin our fun and have 
an exercise when no-one was allowed 
out of camp over the weekend.  We took 
great offence at this and, after getting 
bored of playing cards, an escape plan was 
hatched. 

I decided that I would put my white 
‘umpire’s’ armband to good use.  We 
(about five of us) got our going out clothes 
on and I put my combat jacket on over the 
top and wore my beret.  I never wore my 
rank slides on my jacket as it kept the other 
units guessing.  I fetched my Landrover 
from the Battery Lines and the others hid 
in the back.  At the main gate, using my 
cunning disguise, I pointed at my white 
armband and said to the guard “Umpire.  
There’s going to be an incident on the 
airport side of camp.  I’m going round 
there to set off some bangs and umpire it. 
Tell your guard commander to get his QRF 
ready.” 



The guard said, “Oh, alright then, thanks 
sir” and we were out of the gate and off 
to the Rose Garden.  I parked the Rover 
round the back out of sight.

After a few hours of fun and drinking, 
it was time to return.  I put my combat 
jacket and beret back on and the lads got 
into the back of the Rover again.  As we 
approached the camp gate I was having 
great difficulty in getting the drunks in the 
back to shut up and hide.  Just as they 
sorted themselves out, I realised that I did 
not know the password to get back in.  
Luckily for me, the same highly intelligent 
soldier was on the gate again.  He stopped 
us and recognised me immediately.

“Hello sir, what happened to the incident?”

“The bloody bangs wouldn’t go off, so it’s 
postponed till tomorrow night.  I’m going 
back to bed”

“OK sir.  Kilo Oscar”

“No lad, that’s the reply”

“You what sir?”

“Kilo Oscar is the reply, not the challenge”

“Oh, sorry sir, Charlie Charlie”

“Kilo Oscar”

“thanks sir”

“Thank you, goodnight lad”

As he opened the gate, the lads in the 
back were having difficulty containing 
themselves, someone accidentally kicked 
the radio battery lead off and sparks flew 
as we drove back to the Battery Lines, 
pissing ourselves with laughter and feeling 
very pleased with ourselves.

Jungle training and other exciting things 
followed.  We even took part in a half 
marathon whilst drunk, nearly killing 
ourselves with dehydration in the process.  

Bdr (now Police Sgt) Shuter (centre) telling Bdr (now Capt) Tich Ward (left) off for not 
wearing his beret.  Gnr Steve (now Mr) Tait (right) looks away in utter contempt.

Then came the chance for the Battery to get together again on 
training camp in the mountains around Baldy Beacon.  We set up 
camp at Cooma Cairn and I was driving the BSM as usual.

The exercise was arduous and took its toll.  Secret camouflage 
tactics were tested and we were privileged to see the latest idea 
from the top brass who had hit upon the idea of hiding helicopters 
inside ambulances, sneaking up on the enemy and flying out the 
back at an opportune moment.

Camouflage trials continued with personal field skills:

After practice camp, the Troops went their separate ways again 
and the BSM and I returned to Airport Camp.  Near the end of our 
tour the pressure began to take its toll on me which culminated in 
a slight loss of discipline.  I’d gone out on a Thursday night and 
ended drinking a little more than was strictly necessary, resulting in 
me forgetting what day it was and waking up in a garden, covered in 
Mossy bites, in the middle of town.  Needless to say, I was very late 
for work and the BSM had worried himself sick about it.  Being as 
understanding as ever, he requested I type myself a charge report 
and he kindly marched me in front of the BC.  He took up his B Troop 



The BSM’s shoulders hunched as he tried 
to control himself. The BC’s face had taken 
on an enigmatic smile.

 “BSM, march this f****** idiot out of 
my office will you”

The BC ripped up the charge report as the 
BSM marched me outside.  We laughed; 
he gave me 10 extras; I never did them; we 
all knew.

Eventually, this serious soldiering had to 
end and the work of moving the Battery 
back to England began.  The BSM thought 
it would be a good idea if I stayed on 
rear party in Airport Camp to handover 
to 79 Cdo Bty, whilst he drew the short 
straw and went back to Blighty on the first 
available flight to take on the onerous task 
of going on leave sharpish.

We all got back to Thorney Island in the 
end and no one was killed.  There had 
been many good times before that tour and 
there were many good times to come.  We 
didn’t know it, but it was the time of our 
young lives.

A tour of Northern Ireland followed, but 
that’s another story.

IT’S BEHIND YOU! 

10 years later the IRA got their own back 
by planting their last mainland bomb 
20 yards behind me.  Who would have 
thought it?!

OP party camouflaged as posing tourists 

customary position behind the old man and began to pull faces at 
me as the BC asked:

 “Why were you late today Bombardier Shuter?”

 “I’m sorry sir, I got drunk and ended up lost in town”

“I know you have worked very hard and had no R&R Bombardier, 
but why did you have to drink so much?” 

 “I was drinking to forget sir”

I could see the BSM grinning behind the BC as he began to realise 
where this conversation was going.

 “Forget what Bombardier”

 “I can’t remember sir”



Who knows what the future will bring? 
Certainly not I, as I got off the bus which 
delivered me from Gutersloh to 24 Missile 
Regiment on St Valentine’s Day 1971, after 
a three year stint with 25 Regiment in Hong 
Kong where I had been Battery Clerk of 88 
(Arracan) Lt Bty.  This was to be my third 
tour in Germany, the first was at Hohne 
with 4 RHA from l958 to 1961, which split 
up and reformed as 4 Fd Regiment and 33 
Para Lt Regt; the second in Herford with 
the Army Air Corps as Flight clerk in 1966; 
but I was delighted to be back in Germany 
again. Being employed in a Regimental 
Office was a first for me, and taking over 
the Part 2 Orders and Documents slot was 
obviously also a new job as well.  The guy 
I was relieving, Bdr Butterly, had already 
left and I inherited an office and two filing 
cabinets with piles of personal documents 
and document envelopes scattered 
tastefully over two desks and over-flowing 
onto the floor.  As I stood there scratching 
the head in amazement and some dismay 
on my first morning, I was joined by the 
Chief Clerk, John Carroll and the Assistant 
Chief Clerk, Tony Wilson.  John Carroll 
asked me how I was getting on, I said that 
that I didn’t know where to start, he said, 
“You’re a BI clerk, get on with it”.  Thanks 
Chief!  After a week I was just getting on 
top of things - documents and Part 2 
Orders up to date - when Tony Wilson told 
me that there was a Documents Inspection 
scheduled in three months time.  Did you 
ever wish that the Russians would come 
pouring through the Fulda Gap?  At the 
time it was a case of Josef Stalin and the 
Polit Buro rather than Len Price and Bill 
Morland! 

The other junior NCOs in the office were 
Bdr “Olly” Lowthian and L bdr Johnny Buck 
who were extremely helpful.  Olly was the 

Courses and Movements Clerk and Johnny 
was the Documents Clerk.  The Part II 
Orders, prior to my arrival, were typed by 
one of the two civilian typists.

I was on a long waiting list for a Quarter, 
so my evenings were spent trying to get 
private accommodation for Bridie and 
the two sprogs.  “Olly” was very helpful 
by giving me lifts in his car hither, thither 
and yon. Eventually I clicked and got a flat 
in Neuenbecken, a village about 5 miles 
outside Paderborn. The owners of the flat 
were Hubert and Gertrude Lutkemeier, 
a very nice couple who, when the family 
arrived, were extremely helpful in getting us 
settled in. 

The private accommodation had two 
bedrooms, the master bedroom was all 
it was supposed to be but there were 
no beds in the second bedroom.  The 
children’s ages were Eugene 4 years old 
and Josephine 2 years old so there was 
no problem about sharing one bedroom.  
Where to get beds?  The family were 
arriving at Dusseldorf in a couple of 
day’s time.  A word with the BSM of HQ 
Battery, BSM Wright (for the life of me, I 
can’t remember his first name, but I do 
remember his nickname, but we’ll draw a 
piece of scrim over that and place it in the 
miscellaneous file), who in turn spoke to 
the RQMS, who issued me with two beds, 
two new mattresses, three sets of sheets, 
6 pillows and twelve blankets.  

A recent DCI had informed all units that 
any driver whose licence had been issued 
prior to l969 was automatically classed as 
a HGV III driver.  I was among this happy 
band of drivers. Now three ton Bedford RL 
vehicles were classed as HGV III driven and 
this allowed drivers who had never set foot 

The Life and (Some) Times of an Artillery Clerk
by Paddy Corbett - former WO2(QMS(AC))



in the driver’s seat of a Bedford RL, including me, to drive a vehicle 
nearly three times bigger than what they had been used to driving.  
Miraculously, there were no accidents.

Anyway, there I was in the QM’s 3 tonner, loaded down with beds 
and bedding, driving a very large vehicle, for the first time, through 
the Paderborn traffic with the flair and élan of a Jeremy Clarkson 
high on some strange water cress, to Neuenbeken.  In very short 
order the second bedroom was ready for the children and two days 
later the family was safely ensconced in 293 Berg Str Neuenbeken.  
You ever notice when the MFO Boxes list is mislaid, the two boxes 
you know are the boxes your wife requires to set up the kitchen 
and living room, are not the boxes she knows are the boxes she 
needs?  Can you follow the above sentence without getting dizzy? 
Me neither.
After a while,  Olly and I applied to be put on the AC Roll.  By this 
time John Carroll had gone on retirement and he was replaced by 
Fred Millican – Tony Wilson was still Assistant Chief Clerk; I continued 
to churn out Part 2/3 Orders and take care of documents. A short 
time later Olly was selected to fill an AC slot at Larkhill, which 
obviously pleased him.

 I think that one of the most detailed tasks I had to do was 
the discharge of a soldier sentenced by DCM to three years 
imprisonment for murder.  As he was Scottish it was felt that he 
should carry out his sentence in Barlinnie Prison so that his family 
could be near him; and so I was told, “Sort that out Bomb”.  You 
ever filled out a rather strange sort of form which is a combination 
Discharge from the Service and Admission to a Civilian Prison?  No?   
Stay well away – they’re a curse.  The instructions for compiling and 
completing these forms are contained in a Manual called Staff Duties 
in the Field (l949!!!!!) (1949 – I ask you) and about 200 amendments, 
and when you pick up the book to use it, you hope that all of the 
amendments have been put in but you have doubts).  For days after 
Gnr Whats-‘is-name had taken up residence in Barlinnie I was still 
having nightmares about this bloody form!

I don’t know about you guys, but in the Regiment there was always 
a slight touch of inter-departmental bitchiness between RHQ and HQ 
Battery.  For example, after about a week on exercise, coming back 
into camp, the first thoughts of the Part2/3 Orders clerk is not about 
cleaning the HQ Battery vehicles, but more about getting up-to-date 
on your task and checking out RA Records observation notes.  So it 
was a fight at the end of every exercise about where the combined 
manpower of RHQ and HQ Battery was going to be applied, a fight 
that RHQ was destined to lose!

‘Twas about this time that Pete Deverall, Tim Matthews and David 
Dunn joined the happy band in RHQ and they were slotted into 
Dispatch Clerk and Movements and Courses Clerk 
respectively.

A couple of months into 1973 Tony Wilson 
went off to a Chief Clerk’s post and Ron 
Waterfield was posted in to take over 
Tony’s place.  Later that year and a couple 
of recommendations in my 2048 had me 
on tenterhooks about a possible post, and 
sure enough in the summer of ‘73 a signal 
came in posting me to 2 Fd in the UK.  As it 
happened Ron Waterfield was keen to have 
a UK posting – so with Records agreement 
we swapped, he went off to 2 Fd and 
I stayed and filled the post of Assistant 
Chief Clerk which saved me the trouble of 
packing MFO boxes again.

Fred Millican continued to be a most 
pleasant and capable Chief Clerk it has 
ever been my good fortune to serve under.  
A real gentleman, polite and courteous. 
He had a first-class knowledge of Staff 
Duties and Casualty Procedure which 
he willingly shared with his staff.  Equally 
importantly, he defended his staff, right or 
wrong against all comers, but also could 
be a strict disciplinarian if he found you in 
the wrong.

Again during l973, we had a new Assistant 
Adjutant posted in – John Hopkins – a 
former Artillery Clerk.  And it is to his credit 
that he never overstepped the boundary 
between Assistant Adjutant and Chief 
Clerk.

Being promoted to the rank of Sergeant 
is no small event in a soldier’s life and 
it certainly wasn’t in mine.  On the one 
hand you are walking around as pleased 
as punch like a dog with two collars, the 
right hand sleeve of the green woolley 
pulley weighing the arm down with serious 
responsibilities.  You didn’t know how 
to address your immediate superiors, 
especially in the WOs & Sgts Mess, and 
getting into the spirit and camaraderie 
of the Mess took time to achieve.  On 
the other hand, promotion to the rank 
of sergeant was a very big step up; you 
joined that, dare I say elite group, which 
on one day you were a Bombardier with 
a Bombardier’s knowledge and outlook 
and the next day you were a Sergeant 



with a Sergeant’s outlook and knowledge, 
and this knowledge base had apparently 
increased at lease five-fold since the 
previous day by virtue of having another 
stripe added to your sleeve!

Commanding Officers continued to 
rotate with pleasing regularity and tended 
not to cause too much of a ripple on 
the smooth stream of Regimental life.  
Certainly there were one or who had their 
little idiosyncrasies. One CO kept a two 
budgeriegars named Cain and Onan, in 
a cage in his office.  The one was named 
Cain because he saw off his original cage 
mate, and Onan was so-called because he 
kept spilling his seed on the ground.  One 
fine June evening, I was relaxing with feet 
up, sipping a well-earned Dortmunder beer 
when the Duty Driver arrived at my house 
to tell me that the lady cleaner had, while 
cleaning out the cage, had left an office 
window open and the birds escaped.  I 
walked over to the office in time to see a 
band of crows see off the budgies with 
extreme prejudice.  I left it to the Chief 
Clerk to deliver the final eulogy to the CO.  
After the ‘Nunc Dimittis’ was intoned, the 
empty cage was borne with appropriate 
solemnity to the Toc H for disposal in their 
second-hand department.

It was at this time that the Burgermeister 
of Paderborn got fed up with the 
shenanigans of the some of the junior 
ranks of the Regiment and we were 
banished to Dortmund.  I won’t go into all 
the business of moving a Regiment with 
all its nomenclature and families about 90 
kilometres.  Suffice it to say there was the 
usual number of balls ups, including the 
truck holding the contents of the secure 
room getting lost, which caused John 
Hopkins to chew the inside of his left 
cheek bloody, until the truck turned up safe 
having taken a wrong turn (on the B1!) 

I don’t if anyone is familiar with 24 Missile 
Regiment Barracks at Dortmund.  It was 
surrounded on three sides by a seriously 
large area of grass, and while there was no 
problem with keeping the grass cut, there 

was always going to be a problem with dandelions.  This particular 
CO hated dandelions for one good reason – he intended holding 
a party on a Sunday afternoon.  It was a post-baptism party.  The 
Colonel and his good lady were in their forties and a minor miracle 
had occurred granting them possible parenthood for the first time.  
Joy, elation and happiness was their lot, and the possible sex and 
weight of the future First Sprog was bandied about Wives Clubs and 
Messes throughout the Garrison, and further afield for all I know.  
Anyhow the great day arrived and the Colonel’s wife divested herself 
of a bonnie bouncing boy fit all respects to take up (hopefully) at least 
50% of the CO’s spare time and the onerous duties of First Sprog of 
the Regiment.

Anyway to get back to the party.  The Baptismal Ceremony was held 
in the Garrison Church where the congregation (by written invitation) 
joined together in prayer for the well-being of the young lad.  There 
were several sharp intakes of breath from the pews at the rear of the 
Church when the Padre named the little mite.  I thought to myself, “He 
can’t be called that”.  It put me in mind of that Johnny Cash song “A 
Boy Named Sue”.

Because there was going to be a movie camera there to record 
everything for posterity the CO decreed that all dandelions should 
be removed from the grass where the party was being held, so on 
the previous evening those in Durance Vile and the Restriction of 
Privileges were let loose on the grass under the keen eye of the 
Provost Sergeant.  

The next morning couldn’t have dawned better.  Clear blue sky, not 
too hot, in fact a beautiful day for a christening party.  The RSM had 
briefed BSMs to make sure that everyone behaved with decorum 
with no drunken slobbering or tripping over the First Sprog’s Layette.  
There was champers, wine, beer, whiskey and all manner of drinkies 
to wet the baby’s head; there were all kinds of canapés and little 
eatables on sticks; and my wife’s favourite German food, cutlet and 
kartoffelsalat.  The CO’s wife took a walk around the company to 
show off the little lad to those that hadn’t already seen him.  There 
was much ooh-ing aah-ing from wives.  As he reached my wife and I, 
a strong niff could be detected from the pampers and a red face and a 
grunting noise signalled an end to the day’s festivities.

Back to porridge as they say.  Life continued apace with its round 
of updating of documents from published Part 2/3 Orders; cases of 
impaired driving; all the usual soldierly offences committed in a big city, 
though not as many as one would think.  I think the task that took up 
the most time was when the CO walked into the Regimental Office 
about 1700 hours one day and said, “Aah, Sgt Corbett, about six 
months ago I wrote a DO letter to the CRA about Inter-BAOR Hockey, 
Officer Roulement and the proposal that officers should be awarded 
the LSGC Medal”. When I heard that “Aah Sgt Corbett……………….” 
I knew I was in big big trouble.



I was glad to find that letter after only 30 minutes and I was more than 
glad to be able to escape home to a well earned glass of beer before 
my dinner.

I suppose it must have been about a year later that news came 
down from on high that we were to join up with 50 Missile Regiment 
in Menden.  They too, like us, were equipped with the Honest John 
Missile, but on “amalgamation”, as we liked to refer to it in 24 Missile 
Regiment; but “takeover” as the 50 Missile Regiment people like to 
think of it, we were being equipped with the Lance Missile.  Whatever 
way you wanted to slice it, 24 Missile Regiment was going to be the 
lead element and “head buck cat” in this proposed military marriage.

It was around this time that our present Commanding Officer, 
Colonel Colin Masters, finished his tour and a new CO; Colonel 
David Tucker arrived to take up the post of fugleman of the 
Regiment. He introduced himself by having a Muster Parade in the 
Gym.  “My name is Colonel David Tucker – that is spelt with a capital 
T”, (Pause for laughter).  “There is only one thing that I cannot abide 
and that is being late for work”.  Guess who Fred Millican had to the 
send the Duty Driver for next morning at 0900 hrs to Barop?.  Yup 
– me.  The first time EVER I slept in. 

 Still that didn’t detract from me being selected to take over as Chief 
Clerk of 24 Regiment when Fred Millican left and after the requisite 
amount of time I was promoted substantive Staff Sergeant.  It took 
me about a week before I missed the guiding hand of Fred Millican.  
That first week I was walking around on air – nothing could have 
angered me.  I was THE Chief Clerk of a Regiment – WOW!!  Then 
one night about a week later, I am lying in bed, thinking about jobs 
to be done the next day – preparing WOs/SNCOs AFs B 2048 for 
BCs, various returns to Dortmund Garrison, when all of a sudden 
it dawned on me – what the hell am I doing here – how did I get 
myself in a fix like this?  Then I realised it was the job I’d always 
hankered after and I became quite comfortable with it and settled in 
quite quickly.

We had two lady typists in the Regimental Office – they were brilliant 
– well one of them was.  The one that wasn’t, was a capable typist 
but wasn’t very good at reading others’ joined up writing so I was 
interrupted periodically to decipher the Adjutant’s handwriting.  Now 
the other typist was a treasure – fast, accurate and able to read 
anything and presented you with the finished product that never 
needed amending.  Where is the catch, I hear you asking, where is 
the fly in the ointment?  Shortly after our amalgamation with 50 Msl 
Regt I received a letter from HQ Bielefeld Garrison requesting details 
of civilian staff and their security clearance.  Now the capable typist 
was okay, she was the wife of a captain in a neighbouring regiment, 
while the “treasure” typist was the wife of a gunner in the same 
regiment and she didn’t have normal vetting.  I started to get her 
normal vetted and was filling out the F/IDENT form when it came to 
‘Religion’.  She told me she was a member of the Jehovah’s Witness 

religion.  I explained to her about her choice 
of religion precluded her from having a NV 
cleared job here in RHQ, but for the sake of 
her job if she put down some other religion, 
her job was safe.  Would she change?  No 
way.  Jehovah’s Witness was put in the 
appropriate box in the F/IDENT whatever it 
was and a week later we were ordered to 
let the best typist in Germany go.  

It was approaching Christmas and I am 
sure that many readers will be aware that 
invitations were always tendered to Chief 
Clerks and were expected to be accepted 
to all Messes, including Battery Messes for 
their Christmas Parties.  The CO, Colonel 
Tucker, also made a point of inviting all 
his senior NCOs/WOs to his house for a 
few drinks and a bite on a stick.  On this 
particular Christmas it so happened that 
myself, the RSM (Paddy Surgenor from 
Belfast) and Bernard O’Connor (Pay WO 
from Dublin) arrived together at the door of 
the CO’s house.  The CO himself opened 
the door and said, “Ah…….The Irish 
Mafia”.  No - I don’t whether he said that in 
truth or jest – I suspect it was the former.

I had had a few telephone conversations 
with Mick Regan, the Chief Clerk of 50 
Missile Regiment, and naturally enough 
we were interested in who the next Chiefy 
of the new improved, shiny, all bells and 
whistles Lance Missile Regiment was going 
to be.  I personally thought, and I suspect 
so did Mick, that the “sitting member” 
was going to be Chief Clerk.  So I started 
to look round for some cushy post, with 
a high rate of LOA, a Mediterranean type 
climate, a decent golf course with low 
green fees and a very large clerical staff 
that would take me up to retirement in four 
years time. 

Well, you could have knocked me down 
with a small sledge hammer when the CO 
asked me to be Chief Clerk of 50 Missile 
Regiment.  I was delighted.  I was about 
to phone Mick Regan when he phoned 
me with his congratulations, which was 
extremely civil of him and, in the month 
prior to our move to Menden, I had 



occasion to visit him several times to get 
the low-down on his Regiment’s set-up, 
Barrack and Office Accommodation and 
so on.

The final set-up of the new Regiment 
looked something like this:

15 Msl Bty
19 Msl Bty
36 Msl Bty
51 Msl Bty
HQ Bty

RAOC Section
REME Wksp

19 and 51 Btys brought their own Battery 
Sergeant Majors with them in the form of 
Jim Owens and Bob Beattie respectively.  
15 Msl Bty had Derek Crane as BSM and 
36 Msl Bty had Dave Casey in the chair 
there and HQ Bty BSM was Matt Mawson.
The RAOC Section was commanded by 
WO 1 (SSM) Jim GAULT and the Chief 
Clerk of the REME Wksp was a very 
pleasant and helpful man from the Outer 
Hebrides called “Jock” McFee.

I got myself settled in to the Chief Clerk’s 
chair fairly quickly and familiarised 
myself with the new Btys’ personnel and 
‘pussyfooted’ my way around the two 
new Btys – dancing with exquisite steps 
among the two Btys to prevent offending 
them.  After all, the majority of 24 Missile 
Regiment had effectively taken over 50 
Missile Regiment and the majority of WOS/
SNCOs of 50 Msl Regt were going round 
chewing wasps in rage.
This pussyfooting didn’t last long; one day 
the Courses Clerk – Tim Matthews – came 
and told me about a problem with one of 
36 Btys soldiers who was due to go on a 
UK Course.  Through no fault of his own 
he missed his flight, obviously missed 
his course and had to be rescheduled 
for a new course later in the year.  This, 
however, wasn’t good enough for the BSM 
of 36 Bty.  He phoned Lbdr Matthews and 
gave him a severe bollocking.  Naturally 
Matthews got a bit upset about this - as 

I was.  But what was I to do?  I was a Ssgt – ok I was Chief Clerk 
– but how do I handle a WO2?  These are lessons that are not 
written down in the “How to Handle BSMs” Manual, they are only 
learned through trial and error. So I picked up the phone, phoned 
BSM Casey and told him that any bollockings to be given out to MY 
staff would be administered by me.  Never heard any more about it.

Actually it didn’t take very long, a matter of weeks, before the 
sub-units of 24 and those of 50 were working together as if they’d 
been a unit team for years.  There was a certain amount of jealousy 
which seemed to emanate from the higher ranks in one of the Btys, 
a rather useless, festering waste of emotion, which caused the 
junior ranks in that sub-unit to question their worth and standing in 
the Regiment.  However this soon passed, as events, which won’t 
be recorded here, ensured that that Bty’s junior ranks melded in 
seamlessly with the rest of the Regiment.

A thorough delve through the RHQ building, especially the attic 
uncovered some very strange Army Forms.  There were brown 
cards with printed details “I am ill/I am well”;  and so on – wartime 
stuff.  There were De-Nazification forms – which I was later told 
were known colloquially as Persilscheinen, because they made the 
blackest Nazi as white as if he were washed in Persil!

1 (BR) Corps, having got themselves a new Lance Missile Regiment 
to play with decided on a series of ‘CRASH-OUTS’ and teams from 
Corps inspected RHQ and the Missile Btys in their field locations.  
Clerks are never happier than being out in the field, dressed up 
in DPM suits, carrying an SLR and gasmask – why do I lie like a 
worn out rug?  Needless to say RHQ were all glad to get back in 
Barracks.  There were one or two occasions when the ‘CRASH-
OUT’ never left Barracks, but it didn’t stop the teams from 1 Corps 
descending upon us like a horde of locusts and checking everything 
in the Regiment.  I had the pleasure of having a mini-Docs 
inspection by a WO1 SIMPSON (Can anyone remember him?).  I 
remember he went along to the Pay Office and the WO2 there, a 
guy called WOODWARD (I think) absolutely refused to change into 
combat kit despite it being an exercise.  Nothing much was said 
then but his next confidential report reflected his stubbornness.

It was probably about a year off of Colonel Tucker’s posting date, 
although there was no sign yet of a posting order – so the Colonel 
decided that the Regiment was going have an Open Day for the 
people of Menden.  Those were the days when there was none of 
this health and safety crap nor risk assessment.  There were games 
for the children, missiles and missile launchers to be clambered 
over and if there was the odd SOXMIS car about – well who cared.  
Each Bty and RHQ was to come up with a stall to entertain the 
Mendeners and to provide a few Deutsche Marks for Battery Funds.  
So I got a completely unexpected phone call from the BC, Major 
Clarkson, to produce a stall for the Open Day.  “But..but..but”.  “No 
buts accepted Chief – I have spoken”.  I knew by his tone of voice 



that I was on a loser, so I accepted my fate with a much grace as 
possible and ordered a clerical ‘O’ Group at 1600 hours.  Brains 
were racked, heads were scratched, drawers cellular were eased 
out and the BC’s name was bandied about, but to no avail.  So 
everyone sent off to their homes and/or barrack rooms and told to 
keep thinking.  Eventually during the small hours, Bridie reminded 
me of a visit we made to the annual Auld Lammas Fair in Ballycastle 
several years ago and one of the stalls there was a simple affair – a 
Bottle Stall!  But let me tell you first about the Auld Lammas Fair.  It’s 
a heathen celebration of the Summer Solstice and there’s a song 
which goes:

           At the Auld Lammas Fair
           Lads, were you ever there
           Were you ever at the Fair
           In Ballcastle
           Will you treat your MaryAnne
           To Dulse and Yellowman
           At the Auld Lammas Fair in Ballycastle.

Dulse is a salty edible seaweed and Yellowman is hard sticky yellow 
toffee like substance that requires you to have immediate dental 
treatment after trying to chew one piece.

Right – a bottle stall.  So I re-convened the Orders Group and invited 
everyone to gets friends and neighbours to donate a bottle, a can, 
a tin – from a tin of peas to a box of Roses chocolates.  Bottles of 
booze would be acceptable but I wasn’t holding out any great hopes 
of being inundated with bottles of spirits.  My assistant, Pat Hickey, 
went along to see Major Clarkson, told him what we were going to 
do, and asked for a sub of DM200. He screamed in anguish, “What 
for”!  I calmed him down and told him it was to seed the bottle 
stall.  You have to speculate to accumulate. I told him “I wonder will 
I ever see this money back”.  I told we’d pay him back out of our 
own pockets.  First thing we did was buy a box of drinking straws 
and a large book of cloakroom tickets.  One foil of the cloakroom 
ticket was rolled up and slid into a piece of a straw and other part of 
the counterfoil was kept to stick onto a bottle or a tin or whatever.  
When all that was done we went off to the NAAFI shop and bought 
the biggest bottle of Cognac we could find - and it was big!  We 
also bought a few bottles of Cork Gin, some bottles of Bells (Afore 
Ye Go) a couple bottle of Rum and what cash we had remaining on 
bottles of beer.  Matt Mawson the BSM of HQ set up a little canvas 
stall with a laddered framework, which set off our wares to excellent 
advantage, with the big Cognac Bottle sitting up there just waiting to 
be won.  All of the tickets for Sale were put in a Bingo drum, there 
was about two thousand altogether.  We had a sign printed:

      TICKETS  /.50pfg each - EVERY ONE A WINNER

And waited for the suckers. 

Now when I say that all the tickets went 
into the Bingo Drum I would be stretching 
the truth a bit.  I kept out all the spirit 
bottles except one of each.  Then at 
periodic intervals throughout the day I 
dropped in another ticket for each type of 
spirit.  But the Cognac Bottle ticket was 
kept safely away, until all the other spirits 
had been won.  Then when I reached the 
DM900, I dropped in the ticket which was 
the Cognac and waited for someone to 
win it.  It was near the end of the afternoon 
before it was won and by this time we had 
accumulated DM1,000.  So I awarded my 
trusty helpers DM20 each, gave myself 
DM20 and handed the rest over to a 
goggle-eyed and grateful HQ Bty BC.

The Regiment, of course, carried out its 
own exercises throughout the year. The 
Regiment went off one Monday evening on 
a 3 day exercise leaving Moi as OIC Rear 
Party – oh nearly forgot – I had just been 
promoted WO2 – wasn’t I just the goat’s 
toe!  Anyhow, as OIC Rear Party (Oh – the 
responsibility!) it was one of my tasks to 
mount the Guard at 1800 hours.
There were 13 men for inspection in No 
2 Dress – after Guard Mounting they’d 
change into Combat Kit or suits DPM if 
you want the correct nomenclature – and 
one of the men would be chosen as The 
Commanding Officers Regimental Stick 
Orderly – or Stickman to the uninitiated.  
As I stepped forward to inspect each one, 
when I was finished with the glance over, 
he was obliged to produce his AFB2603/4, 
hold it up for me to see and recite his 
Number, Rank and Name.  This was to 
show proof that he was indeed carrying 
his own ID Card and not someone else’s.  
There were three recent trickle postings 
in from the Depot who were spared the 
Regimental Exercise – but not Regimental 
Guard and they were in the Guard Line-
up that I was inspecting.  Everything 
went swimmingly until I got to the first of 
the recent postings in - he was turned 
out immaculately – a credit to 24 (Irish) 
Battery.  He produced his ID Card, read 
out his Regimental Number, attempted 
his rank – he had a speech impediment 



on the letter G!  Now you’ll all appreciate 
how embarrassing it is to listen to a person 
with a stutter, it is equally discomforting for 
everyone else around.  We were all willing 
him to get the word ‘Gunner’ enunciated 
– eventually he succeeded – much sighs of 
relief.  But the worst was yet to come – the 
lad’s surname was GREEN – oh my gawd.  
So he started Guh…Guh….Gug….gug 
and kept up with this for about 30 seconds 
– eventually feeling that we were getting 
just as tired of the whole effort as he was, 
he said. “Aw fuck it…….SMITH”.  For 
showing seriously great initiative he was 
awarded the accolade of Commanding 
Officers Regimental Stick Orderly.

But sad days were upon us – Colonel 
Tommy Tucker’s posting order was in 
and so was his relief’s – Colonel (David) 
Morgan. I remember Col Morgan when 
he was a Troop Commander in 4 Light 
Regiment in Hong Kong.  In fact I was a 
waiter at his wedding lunch in the Officers 
Mess in Fan Ling. I remembered him 
as a rather serious officer and I had no 
reason to doubt that he had changed his 
demeanour, so I passed the word around 
to various people about what I knew (for 
what it was worth) about our new CO.  In 
fact like all new COs he was looking at us 
in the same way I suppose that we were 
watching him – with guarded anticipation!  
But, as I remember it he turned out to be 
very much like a sober version of Colonel 
Tucker.

Well, life in the Regiment continued much 
as it had under Col Tucker.  Except – there 
is always an except isn’t there?  Col and 
Mrs Morgan had two dachshunds – one 
Pepin (a boy) and Petronella (a girl) and 
they were normally a well behaved pair 
of pups, except when Petronella came 
into season, then Pepin started to get 
a bit cranky, as one does in the dog 
world on such occasions.  So the CO 
and Mrs Morgan were at their wits end 
to keep the dogs apart as they felt that 
two dachshunds was more than enough 
to be getting on with.  But ole Pepin was 
gifted with a sense of smell that would 

do credit to a bloodhound and he kept 
the neighbours awake with his howling 
all day and all night.  What was to be 
done?  Got it! Ask the Chief Clerk.  “Yes 
Sir”,  “Absolutely no problem Sir”,  “I’ll look 
after Pepin while Petronella is in season”.  
So there I was, with one sausage dog, 
dog basket, food (not to be given scraps 
from the table!) and a list of instructions 
on the care of dogs, sausage, one.  One 
Saturday afternoon, Pepin and I are taking 
the air in Menden when we met a few of 
fellow Mess Members who proceeded to 
take the piss out me for walking the dog.  
I pointed out that this was my unwritten 
Confidential Report. That quietened them 
down a bit.

It wasn’t too long after that that my own 
posting order came in, sending me back 
to Northern Ireland to be Chief Clerk of 
10 (City of Belfast) Battalion of the UDR in 
June 1979, taking over from Joe Hoggins, 
and eventual retirement.

But surprise, surprise, as Cilla was wont to 
say my relief was Tony Wilson – certainly 
what goes round came round.  I handed 
over the secure room and Tony was happy 
enough with everything else.  So I waited 
until Tony said the magic words “Chief 
Clerk” when answering the phone, then I 
left.

THE END



The next time you are washing your 
hands and complain because the water 
temperature isn’t just how you like it, think 
about how things used.  Here are some 
facts about the 1500s:

• Most people got married in June 
because they took their annual bath in 
May, and still smelt pretty good by June.  
However, they were starting to smell, so 
brides carried a bouquet of flowers to 
hide the body odour.  Hence the custom 
today of carrying a bouquet when getting 
married.

• Baths consisted of a big tub filled up 
with water.  The man of the house had the 
privilege of the nice clean water, then all the 
other sons and men, then the women and 
finally the children.  Last of all the babies.  
By then the water was so dirty you could 
actually lose someone in it.  Hence the 
saying, “Don’t throw the baby out with the 
bath water”.

• Houses had thatched roofs-thick 
straw-piled high, with no wood underneath.  
It was the only place for animals to get 
warm, so all the cats and other small 
animals (mice, bugs etc) lived in the roof.  
When it rained it became slippery and 
sometimes the animals would slip and fall 
off the roof.  Hence the saying, “It’s raining 
cats and dogs”.

• There was nothing to stop things 
from falling into the house.  This posed 
a real problem in the bedroom where 
bugs and other droppings could mess up 
your nice clean bed.  Hence, a bed with 
big posts and a sheet hung over the top 
afforded some protection.  That’s how 
canopy beds came into existence.

• The floor was dirt.  Only the wealthy 
had something other than dirt.  Hence the 
saying, “Dirt poor”.  The wealthy had slate 
floors that would get slippery in the winter 
when wet, so they spread thresh (straw) on 
the floor to help keep their footing.  As the 
winter wore on, they added more thresh 
until, when you opened the door, it would 
all start slipping outside.  A piece of wood 
was placed in the entranceway.  Hence the 
saying, “a thresh hold”.

(Getting quite an education, aren’t you?)

• In those days, they cooked in the 
kitchen with a big kettle that always hung 
over the fire.  Every day they lit the fire and 
added things to the pot.  They ate mostly 
vegetables and did not get much meat.  
They would eat the stew for dinner, leaving 
leftovers in the pot to get cold overnight 
and start over the next day.  Sometimes 
stew had food in it that had been in there 
for quite a while.  Hence the rhyme, peas 
porridge hot, peas porridge cold, peas 
porridge in the pot nine days old.  

• Sometimes they could obtain pork, 
which made them feel quite special.  When 
visitors came over, they would hand up 
their bacon to show off.  It was a sign of 
wealth that a man could bring home the 
bacon.  They would cut off a little to share 
with guests and would sit around and chew 
the fat.

• Those with money had plates made 
of pewter.  Food with high acid content 
caused some of the lead to leach onto the 
food, causing lead poisoning death.  This 
happened most often with tomatoes, so for 
the next 400 years or so, tomatoes were 
considered poisonous.

Facts about the 1500s
Provided by former WO2(SQMS) Alan Witts



• Bread was delivered according to 
status.  Workers got the burnt bottom of 
the loaf, the family got the middle, and 
guests got the top, or the upper crust.

• Lead cups were used to drink 
ale or whiskey.  The combination would 
sometimes knock the imbibers out for a 
couple of day.  Someone walking along 
the road would take them for dead and 
prepare them for burial.  They were laid out 
on the kitchen table for a couple of days 
and the family would gather around and eat 
and drink and wait and see if they would 
wake up.  Hence the custom of holding a 
wake.  

• England is old and small and the 
local folks started running out of places to 
bury people.  So they would dig up coffins 
and would take bones to a bone-house, 
and reuse the grave.  When reopening 
these coffins, 1 out of 25 coffins were 
found to have scratch marks on the inside 
and they realized they had been burying 
people alive.  So they would tie a string on 
the wrist of the corpse, lead it through the 
coffin and up through the ground and tie it 
to a bell.  Someone would have to sit out in 
the graveyard all night (the graveyard shift) 
to listen for the bell; thus, someone could 
be saved by the bell or was considered a 
dead ringer.  

And that is the truth …. now, whoever said 
History was boring !!!   Reunion after 30 Years

After a short gap of about 30 years, the Association Secretary Mel 
Charlton was very fortunate to meet up with former WO2(QMS(AC)) 
Ralph Lalabalavu (from Fiji) and his wife Val. They spent the day 
together at Larkhill when HM The Queen officially opened the Royal 
Artillery Barracks on Thursday 12 June 2008. They had a lot of 
stories and news to try and catch up on.



This was the 3rd Royal Artillery Clerks Germany weekend in a row 
for the last three years.  Once again, with the kind permission of 
WO1 (RSM) Dave Wood, 26th Regiment Royal Artillery, Mansergh 
Barracks, Gütersloh. Fourteen ACs and four guests had an excellent 
weekend.  In some cases a very long weekend, with Tom Webb 
arriving midnight on the Wednesday before (wanting to make the 
most of the trip to Germany).  Friday afternoon started with what 
has now become the traditional trip to the NAAFI Max for a few 
duty frees.  We all met up in the Mess bar (cheapest in NATO) to 
re-aquaint ourselves over a few sherbets until the wee hours.  During 
the evening a very good friend of mine and guest for the weekend, 
Hauke Michelsen who is a Warrant Officer in the Bundeswehr and 
the equivalent of an Artillery Clerk in the German Army was made 
an Honorary Artillery Clerk and was presented with his AC tie by 
the Association Secretary, Mel Charlton.  Hauke presented us with 
two large bottles of Jaegermeister which went down very smoothly 
during the evening.  Steve Seymour managed to drag three of us 
foolish enough to follow to the local disco just so that we could 
remember how old we really were.  The pictures tell all you need to 
know.

Saturday morning started off with a 
leisurely brunch and then a trip through a 
golden October country landscape over 
the hills of Herman (the German) Denkmal 
to the Eagle Park.  Steve was the only one 
who did not make the trip as he had seen 
enough birds the night before (he had to 
fend them off with his walking stick and 
Freddy Kruger impression).

The Dinner

The table was laid out to perfection and 
eighteen sat down to a superb dinner in 
the warm and congenial atmosphere of 
the 26th Regiment’s Sgts’ Mess.  The 
Mess Manager SSgt Vinny Vince and his 
staff did the Regiment proud.  Tom Webb 
our Mr Vice gave the loyal toast and yours 
truly read out the Loyal Message from 
Her Majesty the Queen and guest Major 
Jez Mawdsley RA gave the State of the 
Union.  The many apologies and messages 

received had been carefully filed in a folder 
for all to read and peruse at their leisure 
after the Dinner.  It was a great night with 
many memories being shared and old 
acquaintances catching up on who is doing 
what and where.

Despite the low numbers, WO1 (RSM) 
Dave Wood said that we would always be 
welcome, even if it was just a handful (tailor 
the event to fit the bill).  I had thought hard 
about whether I should volunteer to do it 
again but I could not bring myself to say 
no when seeing the small band of guys 
who travelled from UK and other parts  
having such a good time.  Call me a mug 
and it was not the beer talking, I promised 
that I would arrange the next one.  The 
trusty shuttle service made sure everyone 
caught there flights with Joe Phelps leaving 
on Monday who took the opportunity 

to have an extra 
long weekend to 
take in the sights 
of Gütersloh and 
surrounding area.

Sorry to those who 
could not make 
this memorable 
weekend. Ubique

Ron Holmes

See the full 
compilation of 
photos on the AC 
web site.

Reunion Dinner Germany
Mansergh Barracks Gütersloh Sat 11 Oct 08
by WO2 Ron Holmes LSL/AGC(SPS)



A.  A quiet start - Tom Webb (who arrived 2 days earlier taking a rest), Steve Seymour, Secretary 
Mel Charlton and Joe Phelps

B.  Guest Warrant Officer Hauke Michelsen, Artillery Clerk German Army being made an Honorary 
Artillery Clerk and being presented with his Association tie by the Secretary Mel Charlton

C.  Enjoying a cigar outside – Chris Shuter, WO Hauke Michelsen, Area Secretary Germany WO2 
Ron Holmes and Maj(Retd) Pat Verdon

D.  Mel Charlton, WO Hauke Michelsen, Joe Phelps and Tom Webb

E.  As the evening rolled on ties disappeared – Tom Webb, Steve Seymour, Chris Shuter, Mel 
Charlton, WO2 Ron Holmes, Joe Phelps and Maj(Retd) Pat Verdon

F.  The brave ones who made it down town to the local disco, WO2 Ron Holmes, Chris Shuter, WO 
Hauke Michelsen and Steve Seymour

G.  Steve Seymour in hat (alias Freddie Kruger) dancing the night away 
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A.  Visiting the Eagle Park Detmold on Saturday morning less Freddie Kruger – Maj(Retd) Pat Verdon, WO Hauke 
Michelsen, Chris Shuter, Mel Charlton, WO2 Ron Holmes, Joe Phelps and Tom Webb

B.  Area Secretary Germany WO2 Ron Holmes and WO1(RSM) Dave Wood

C.  Maj(Retd) Pat Verdon (eyes closed) talking to WO1(RSM) Dave Wood and Maj Jez Mawdsley RA of 26 Regt RA 

D.  WO2 Alf Alvin, WO2 Bob Smith, guest WO2 Mal Burn and Secretary Mel Charlton

E.  WO2 Ron Holmes, WO Hauke Michelsen and Mel Charlton

F.  Maj(Retd) Pat Verdon, Maj Jez Mawdsley, WO2 Ron Holmes, WO1(RSM) Dave Wood, Mel Charlton

G.  Joe Phelps and Mr Vice Tom Webb

H.  Guest WO2 Mal Burn, WO2 Alf Alvin and Pete Deverell
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A.  Joe Phelps, Tom Webb, Chris Shuter and Tim Matthews

B.  Maj Jez Mawdsley, WO2 Ron Holmes, WO1(RSM) Dave Wood, Mel Charlton

C.  WO2 Ron Holmes reads out the Loyal Message from HM The Queen

D.  Pete Deverell, WO Hauke Michelsen, Tom Webb and Tim Matthews

E.  Mel Charlton, WO2 Alf Alvin, Chris Shuter

F.  Guest WO Hauke Michelsen and Tom Webb

G.  Pete Deverell, WO2 Ron Holmes, Tim Matthews and Maj(Retd) Pat Verdon

H.  Another port please – WO2 Ron Holmes showing a fine example whilst Pete Deverall sleeps on
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74th Artillery Clerks’ Reunion and Association Dinner
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Saturday 19th April 2008


