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Report by Association Chairman - Lt Col Joe Falzon OSJ BEM

Foreword by Association President 
Lt Gen Sir Freddie Viggers KCB CMG MBE DL
It is my pleasure to be invited to 
write a foreword for this edition 
of Crossed Quills and I hope 
that all who have served in the 
Royal Regiment of Artillery will 
enjoy what it has to report. It has 
certainly been a very busy year, 
with much achieved and much to 
look forward to in the life of our 
Regiment.

It was also very good indeed to 
see so many of our clerks and 
comrades gathered to mark the 
80th Reunion Dinner, held in the 
Sergeants’ Mess at the Royal 
School of Artillery. The Master 
Gunner was an honoured guest 
and I know he enjoyed meeting 
you all during the evening. His after 

dinner speech was both timely 
and interesting and we should 
mark his wise words: sustaining 
the relevance of our old comrades, 
marked through the Association, 
is particularly important now as we 
go through a period of change and 
transition. I am confident we will 
emerge stronger at the end of this 
process.

2014 has been a remarkable 
year as we recall the centenary 
of all those who paid the ultimate 
sacrifice during the outbreak of 
World War One, when so many 
brave men and women were 
silenced. We will remember 
all those warriors, and mark 
their contribution at various 

commemorations and services. 
Those soldiers gave their all, a 
fine example of our values and 
standards, there for everyone to 
see. The benefit of military service 
is also highly relevant today as we 
face a range of threats to all we 
stand for. So let us face the front, 
shoulders back and move on to 
the next challenge.

May I wish you all a peaceful, 
healthy and prosperous year.  I am 
sure that you will all know that our 
next reunion is to take place on 
13th June 2015, and I look forward 
to seeing you there. Please enjoy 
the Journal.

UBIQUE!

I’m delighted to introduce you to 
our latest edition of the Crossed 
Quills.    Our annual Association 
magazine comes with the usual 
updates and photographs of the 
2014 Reunions in Larkhill and 
Sennelager, as well as a number 
of interesting reports from member 
contributors, all cleverly crafted like 
a jewel into a digestible read by 
our Secretary Andy Tibble. I know 
that he has worked tirelessly to 
make this edition engaging without 
going overboard on the bells and 
whistles.

Engagement and communications 
are a big part of everything we 
do in this digital age. So it is 
important for us to continue to 
post our personal experiences and 
news on our Facebook page and 
Association website. Our Annual 
Reunion Weekends, coupled with 
a gradual increase in membership 
and a quality annual magazine, 
underpinned by the FB page and 

website, are testimony of the 
energy of our Association.   May 
long it continue.

We are really very fortunate to have 
a supportive Honorary President 
and a dedicated and committed 
Committee.   We must not forget 
that Ian Constantine still has the 
pressures of service life to contend 
with.   I wish him well in his new 
post as QM HAC. I would like to 
thank him, Andy Tibble and Paul 
Corker, and the rest of the team, 
for their individual and collective 
contribution most often willingly 
undertaken in their precious spare 
time.    

The Honorary President has 
already mentioned in his Foreword 
how much he enjoyed the 80th 
Reunion Dinner in Larkhill.   The 
Master Gunner too has been 
gracious in thanking us for 
a memorable evening in our 
company.  In the margins, after 

the dinner, the Master Gunner 
reminded me that an Association 
whose members are aligned 
with its purpose and have a 
strong sense of camaraderie will 
experience growth and will sustain 
motivation over the long haul. 
This is not to say that we will not 
have difficulties at times, or that 
members’ wants and needs won’t 
change over time. In the future 
we may well have to embrace 
change.   The Master Gunner also 
told me that we should not be 
disappointed when a member who 
no longer feels the Association 
is meeting his needs, decides to 
leave to continue on his own path.   
I think the message he was trying 
to convey was that we should 
continue searching to recruit new 
members, as well as to work hard 
to retain and celebrate our current 
members.

Later on in October a few of us 
also attended the Reunion Dinner 
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WO1(SSM))

in Sennelager, Germany. Although 
this reunion only attracted a small 
number of members the weekend   
was most enjoyable.   I hope it will 
not prove to be the last time we 
can hold and enjoy this event.

Finally, I want to thank once 
again all my colleagues on the 
Committee. Their commitment 
over the year required help and 
support from all quarters, and I’m 
proud to work with such a great 
team that cares so much about 
our Association.

This has been once again a very 
busy year for the Association.  
The Association has once again 
been actively represented by our 
Standard Bearer, Andrew Jones 
at various events throughout the 
UK during the last 12 months.  
Further details can be read later 
on in the magazine.  On behalf of 
the Committee and members I 
would like to thank Andrew for his 
commitment in representing the 
Association at so many venues 
throughout the year.

We had a most excellent Reunion 
Dinner which was held at the 
Warrant Officers’ and Sergeants’ 
Central Mess, Larkhill on Saturday 
7th June 2014 under the 
auspices of Maj Ian Constantine 
RA.  The Association was proud 
to welcome the Master Gunner, 
St James’s Park, General Sir 
Timothy Granville-Chapman GBE, 
KBE, ADC Gen as our Guest of 
Honour, Second in Command 
of 14 Regiment Royal Artillery, 
Major Kevin Bowman, Regimental 
Sergeant Major 14 Regiment Royal 
Artillery, WO1 (RSM) Walshaw and 
the Secretary of the Royal Artillery 
Association, Capt (Retd) Allan Solly 
as our guests.  A full report on the 
Dinner by our Reunion Secretary 
can be read later in the magazine.  
On behalf of those members who 
attended, I would like to say a big 
thank you to Ian for all of the hard 
work that he put into this dinner, 
making this a most memorable 
evening and a most enjoyable 
weekend.  WO2 (SQMS) Bob 
Smith and Mr Ron Holmes MSM 
(Germany Reunion Secretary) 
organised a very successful 

Germany Reunion weekend that 
took place in NATO WO’s & Sgt’s 
Mess in Sennelager on Saturday 
18th October 2014.  A full report 
on the Dinner by our Germany 
Reunion Secretary can be read 
later in the magazine.  Further 
details regarding the 81st Artillery 
Clerks’ Association and Reunion 
Dinner at Larkhill on Saturday 13th 
June 2015 is enclosed with your 
copy of ‘The crossed Quills’ and 
details regarding the Germany 
Reunion in 2015 will be sent out 
in due course.  Thank you also 
to Hauke Michelson (Honorary 
Member) and Mr Ron Holmes 
MSM for supplying photographs 
from the Reunion weekends for 
this edition of ‘The Crossed Quills’.

Congratulations to WO2 (SQMS) 
Paddy Butler (now WO1), WO2 
(SQMS) Woody Woodford and 
WO2 (SQMS) Andy Moss who 
were all selected for promotion to 
WO1 (SSM) in the FY 2014/2015..

The St Barbara’s Day Church 
Service was held in the Garrison 
Church of St. Alban the Martyr, 
Larkhill on Sunday 7th December 
2014.  Lt Col Joe Falzon 
(Chairman) and Mr Andrews Jones 
(Standard Bearer) and Lt Col Russ 
Lee represented the Association.  
The 2015 St Barbara’s Day Church 
Service will be held in the Garrison 
Church of St. Alban the Martyr, 
Larkhill on Sunday 6th December 
2015.   If you live within reasonable 
travelling distance, please can I 
urge you to support this event 
and get this date into your diary’s 
please?

The 81st Artillery Clerks’ Reunion 
will take place over the weekend 
of the 12th, 13th & 14th June 
2015 at Larkhill.  Further details 
will be forwarded to all members 
by our Reunion Secretary shortly.  
This is the only opportunity 
for all members of the Artillery 
Clerks’ Association to meet up 
over a weekend in the UK and 
therefore, it would be good to 

STOP PRESS
On behalf of all Members, I would 
like to warmly congratulate Andy 
Tibble on hitting the 2015 New 
Year’s Honours List. 

The award of the MVO (Member 
of the Royal Victorian Order) is 
a singular achievement, richly 
deserved, which will bring a 
great deal of pleasure to Andy’s 
family, his work colleagues in 
Clarence House and friends in 
the Association and the Royal 
Regiment.  

We all count ourselves extremely 
fortunate to have Andy as out 
Association Secretary. 

Joe Falzon, Chairman



seek the support of all members 
in supporting this event each year.  
Should any members have any 
concern regarding transportation 
to/from the reunion, this should be 
included on your Reunion return 
when sending them back to Ian, 
so that we can contact you directly 
to possibly provide any assistance 
where possible, such as car 
sharing or even arranging for a 
group of members to travel by mini 
bus to the event.  I can appreciate 
that this might be slightly more 
difficult for those travelling from 
Germany to the UK.  If you wish 
to attend, however, have transport 
issues, then you should speak 
to Ron Holmes or myself as soon 
as possible as we may be able to 
come up with a possible solution to 
ensure that you are able to attend.  
Our Germany Reunion Secretary, 
Ron Holmes organises/coordinates 
an excellent Reunion Weekend in 
Germany every year and it would 
be really good to see those Artillery 
Clerks’ who live in Germany 
supporting this event especially if 
you can’t make it to the UK dinner 
each year.  An expression of interest 
to keep the Germany Reunion’s 
going was raised and will be looked 
at by Ron.  Further details will follow 
in due course.      

Once again ‘Crossed Quills’ 
continues to grow in size!  I 
would like to take this opportunity 
in thanking those Association 
members who have contributed to 
this edition by forwarding articles 
and photographs for inclusion into 
this edition.  Donations for this 
year’s magazine have been received 
from the Committee members, 
Andrew Jones, Vic Holdaway, Alan 
Lowithan and Steve Callaghan.  
Many thanks for your contribution.  
Issue 19 of the Crossed Quills is 
due to be published and by the 
end of December 2015.  I would be 
most grateful if you could all look 
through your individual archives 
to see if you have something of 
interest, old photographs that you 
would like to be published in next 

years’ edition.  These articles, 
with photographs should reach 
me by no later than Tuesday 
1st September 2015.  Please 
remember to forward all articles 
in typed script where possible, 
including a CD-ROM with the 
articles on, along with any original 
photographs that you may have.  
The photographs will be returned 
back to you once they have been 
scanned onto the system.  

Our current membership stands 
at 205. There are currently 172 
Potential New members on the 
Wanted List who were Artillery 
Clerks’, but have not yet joined 
the Association.  I am sure that 
there are Potential Members on 
the Wanted List that you know of 
their whereabouts.  I would ask 
all Members of the Association 
to make a consolidated effort 
this year to try and encourage 
them to join the Association.  
Recruiting has currently slowed 
down and I urge you all to try 
and motivate either a formerly 
appointed Artillery Clerk or 
former Junior Rank Clerk’s in the 
Gunners who has subsequently 
been promoted to Sgt or above 
within the AGC.  A copy of the 
Application for Membership 
is enclosed within this edition 
of the Crossed Quills.  Further 
copies can be obtained from the 
Secretary.  I recently wrote to all 
Area Secretary’s regarding the 
importance of making and keeping 
in  contact with those members 
within their areas of responsibility 
as well as encouraging them 
to see if they could trace those 
members on the wanted list down 
for possible recruitment into the 
Association.  I have since received 
some feedback from some Area 
Secretary’s in response to letters 
that they have sent to members in 
their areas.  Thank you to those of 
you have replied.  For those of you 
who have not come back to me, 
grateful if you could do so as soon 
as possible please.

The following former Artillery Clerks 
joined the Association during 
2014:

Former WO2 (QMS(AC)) Martin 
Hedges who joined us on the 22nd 
November 2013.  Ben lives in 
Sturminister Newton.

Former WO2 (QMS(AC)) Steve 
Jones who joined us on the 19th 
February 2014.  Steve lives in the 
Philippines.  

Unfortunately, I have lost contact 
with the following members who 
have moved and have failed to 
notify me of their new forwarding 
addresses:

Alan Hill, Brian Bayliss, Steve 
Paton, Phillip Buckingham, Dave 
Smith, Chris Wood, H Hammond, 
Neil Ridout, Mel Turpie, Ian 
Williams, G Williams, Budgie 
Burgess, Ritchie Syme, Alan Foot, 
Lawrence Collingwood, Dave 
Larcombe and Steve Hawke  

If anyone is in touch with those 
members listed above, grateful 
if you could ask them to make 
contact me or if you have contact 
details for them, grateful if you 
could let me have them so that I 
can re-establish contact with them.

Due to membership being spread 
over the Globe and not having in 
my possession everyone’s e-mail 
address (or up to date one) may I 
please ask you all to make a point 
of reading the Notice Board on 
the Association Website www.
artyclerkassn.org.  There is no 
other way I can get details of 
promotions, deaths, etc. to you in 
a timely fashion.  In return may I 
please ask you to keep me up to 
date with any news, promotions, 
deaths, award of medals, change 
of address including e-mail, etc..
  
Mr Steve Read (Historical 
Secretary) gave those members 
present at the AGM at Larkhill 
an update on the progress that 
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had been made in drawing up 
the Artillery Clerks’ Roll which 
showed all of those individual 
Artillery HQs, Regiments and units 
where members have served 
which would include details of 
Chief Clerks, Assistant Chief 
Clerks going all the way down, 
in time, to Battery Clerks.  I am 
glad to say that a lot of additional 
information has been obtained 
from members.  Those members 
who have information to pass on 
or wish to gain access to the Roll 
should contact Steve as per the 
details in Crossed Quills or by 
emailing Steve at: ArtyClkProject@
gmail.com.  Can I please urge all 
members to forward to Steve any 
information, photographs that 
you may have that you believe 
would be of historical interest.  
The Association are also on 
Facebook where a lot of daily 
communications goes on.  Can 
I urge you to visit both sites on a 
regular basis please?  On behalf of 
us all, I would like to thank Steve 
for the time that he has put into 
this ongoing project.  
 
In the meantime I would like to 
take this opportunity in wishing 
every member a Prosperous New 
Year.  Please remember those 
members and families who are ill 
at home and to those members of 
the Association who are deployed 
on military operations.  Our 
thoughts and prayers are with you 
all.

See you at Larkhill, if not sooner.   
Ubique.

Sales of ties, lapel pins and cuff 
links have slowed, current stock 
holdings have not changed since 
my report in the AGM.

The committee agreed that due 
to the high numbers needed (50) 
to enable a supplier to make 
the AC tie, we should not to 
purchase a new stock of ties for 
the foreseeable future to avoid 
holding too much stock.   I would 
appreciate any advance notice 
from members if you see the need 
to purchase a tie so that I can 
ensure your purchase is as quick 
as possible.

My intent is to continue to make 
my main aim of assisting Andy with 
the drive to recruit new members 
and am still happy to get a network 
of civil service ACs together so that 
when you attend different locations 
for meetings you could arrange 
to meet up for coffee if there is 
enough interest!

I look forward to hearing from you.



Honorary President  Lt Gen Sir Freddie Viggers KCB CMG MBE DL
Chairman Lt Col Joe Falzon OSJ BEM
Secretary Andy Tibble MVO MSM - former WO1(SSM) 
Assistant Secretary Roy Deal MBE - former WO1(SSM)
Reunion Secretary Maj Ian Constantine RHA
Treasurer Maj (Retd) Paul Corker
Standard Bearer  Andrew Jones - former Sgt(AC))
Association Padre Rev Dennis Brett - former WO2(QMS(AC))
Welfare Secretary Dennis Norris - former WO2(QMS(AC))
Webmaster David Stotan  - former WO2(QMS(AC)) 
Historical Secretary Steve Read - former WO2(QMS(AC))

Regional Secretaries
North Brian Morgan – former WO2(QMS(AC))
North West Dennis Norris – former WO2(QMS(AC))
Midlands Steve Callaghan – former WO2(QMS(AC))
East Maj (Retd) Dave Cussell
South Graham Brown – former WO1(SMAC)
West Roy Deal MBE – former WO1(SSM)
London Area Steve Truslove – former Sgt(AC)
Scotland The Secretary
Wales The Secretary
Northern Ireland The Secretary
Germany Mr Ron Holmes MSM former WO1(SSM)

Rest of the World The Secretary

Association Committee 2014 - 2015

The duties of Area Secretaries 
referred to as Regional 
Representatives in the Association 
Charter are as follows:

• The Recruitment of new 
 members.
• Maintaining an area 
 membership list.
• Coordinating travel to Reunions 
 and other Association activities

Area Secretaries should also be 
keeping an active eye on the 
health and well being of members 

in their area of responsibility and 
report anything untoward to the 
Secretary, Andy Tibble. 

All members are encouraged 
to establish contact and ‘touch 
base’ with their Area Secretary as 
follows:

The North West - 
Cumbria, Lancashire, Merseyside, 
Greater Manchester and Cheshire.  
Contact Dennis Norris at 
dn001k3794@blueyonder.co.uk 

Contact with Area Secretaries

The North – Durham, 
Northumberland, Tyne and Wear, 
Cleveland, North, West and 
South Yorkshire and Humberside. 
Contact Brian Morgan at 
morgan_45@hotmail.co.uk

The Midlands – 
Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire, 
Lincolnshire, Shropshire, 
Staffordshire, West Midlands, 
Leicestershire, Hereford and 
Worcestershire and Warwickshire.  
Contact Steve Callaghan at ao@
inracf.demon.co.uk

The East – Hertfordshire, 
Buckinghamshire, Bedfordshire, 
Essex, Northamptonshire, 
Cambridgeshire, Norfolk and 
Suffolk. Contact Dave Cussell at 
dave.cussell@virginmedia.com

The South – Oxfordshire, 
Berkshire, Hampshire, Isle of 
Wight, Surrey, West Sussex, East 
Sussex and Kent. Contact Graham 
Brown at lancing@ntlworld.com

The West – Cornwall, 
Devon, Somerset, Dorset, 
Gloucestershire, Avon and 
Wiltshire.  Contact Roy Deal MBE 
at roydeal@hotmail.com

The London Area.  
Contact Steve Truslove at 
stevetruslove@aol.com

Scotland.  Contact The 
Association Secretary, Andy Tibble 
at andytibble@btinternet.com

Germany.  Contact Ron 
Holmes at ronandkadja@aol.com

Rest of the World.  
Contact the Association Secretary, 
Andy Tibble at andytibble@
btinternet.com. 



Webmaster’s Report by
David Stotan (former WO2(QMS(AC))

If any member of the Association 
would like me to place a thumbnail 
photograph (head and shoulders 
please) against their name on the 
membership page of our website, 
please attach your photo in an 
email and send it to webmaster@
artyclerkassn.org.   I would also 
ask you to take a few minutes to 
visit http://www.artyclerkassn.org/
contactsNew.htm  and confirm 
your email address. 

As always, malware seems 
to be causing disruption and 
inconvenience to some of our 
members, so in keeping with my 
usual trend, I thought it would 
be appropriate to provide some 
hints and tips on how to properly 
scan your computer for Viruses, 
Trojans, and other Malware. I 
researched many articles regarding 
this subject and one written by Tim 
Fisher, an IT expert, was clear and 
easy to understand, so I’ve used 
some of his links and information 
in this article.   I hope they prove 
extremely useful in the fight against 
malware.

It’s really important to regularly and 
completely scan your computer 
for malware like Trojan Horses, 
spyware, adware, worms as a 
simple virus scan will no longer do. 
Scanning your PC for viruses and 
other malware could take several 
minutes or much longer but you 
should still be able to work in the 
background or browse the Internet 
whilst the scan is going on. So 
please make the time to regularly 
scan your PC.  I have included 
some useful links from Tim Fishers 
article which may benefit those of 
you less IT savvy; these are shown 
in blue.  All you need do is move 
your mouse over the text and 
follow the instruction in the pop-up 
window which will appear.

How to scan your computer 
for viruses, Trojans, and other 
malware
Download and run the Microsoft 
Windows Malicious Software 
Removal Tool. This free, Microsoft 
provided malware removal tool 
won’t find everything, but it will 
check for “specific, prevalent 
malicious software” which is a 
good start.  You may already have 
the Malicious Software Removal 
Tool installed. If so, make sure 
you update it using Windows 
Update so it can scan for the latest 
malware.
 
Update your anti-virus/anti-
malware software installed on your 
computer.  Before running a virus 
scan or malware scan, you need to 
make sure the virus definitions are 
up to date. These regular updates 
tell your anti-virus software how to 
find and remove the latest viruses 
from your PC.  If you don’t have a 
virus scan program installed there 
are several free anti-virus programs 
available  
 
Run a complete virus scan on 
your entire computer. If you have 
a dedicated malware scanner that 
does more than look for viruses, 
run a full scan using that program 
too.

Install antivirus software, and 
keep virus signatures up to date.   
The following links will help you 
decide which antivirus software 
is best for your PC or Apple 
computer. 

Windows Antivirus Software
Install the latest patches and 
services packs.  Today’s software 
is complex and programmers 
are always fixing bugs or adding 
features. To obtain these fixes 
without having to reinstall the entire 

software package, programmers  
issue “patches” that fix just the 
part of the program that needs to 
be updated. If there are several 
patches required, they will bundle 
them into a “service pack”. Here 
are instructions on how to keep 
your computer up to date. 

Updating Windows
Do not follow unsolicited links 
and do not open unsolicited 
email messages. 
If you have email, then spam is a 
constant battle in your inbox. Most 
spam is not malicious, but there is 
a small percentage that is used to 
try and steal your identity or infect 
your computer with malicious 
software. Eliminate the spam and 
you will eliminate the risk of being 
hacked.
 
Windows Spam Filters
Mac Spam Filters

Use caution when visiting 
untrusted websites. 
Just because Google directs you 
to a website, do not assume it is 
safe to enter personal information. 
If the site doesn’t look right or you 
feel uncomfortable there, close 
your browser immediately. The 
following link can help you find 
software that will warn you about 
these sites. 

Browser Security and Internet 
Privacy Software

Use Passwords and Make Them 
Strong 
Do not avoid using strong 
passwords.   If malware does 
infect your computer and opens 
a backdoor for a hacker, a strong 
password will protect sensitive 
data. 

How to Choose Strong Passwords
Protecting your computer from 
malicious software is perhaps 
the most important aspect of 
computer ownership. However, 
did you know that certain products 
only offer protection against a 



Your RAA On-Line
The Royal Artillery Association is 
widely publicised on the Internet 
and is currently undergoing major 
changes and additions.  As well 
as our own website, theraa.
co.uk, we now have a presence 
on Facebook, the British Army 
Website (www.army.mod.uk/
artillery) and on ArmyNET. It will 
take a little while for the latter 
two sites to be fully operational 
so I kindly ask for your patience. 
These websites provide you with 
an informative and fun way of 
finding out what’s going on in the 
Gunner world and for keeping in 
touch with Gunner friends and 
comrades.  Many branches now 
have websites of their own and 
more and more branch members 
are able to access the internet.  
It’s a good way to advertise 
your branch and maybe attract 
new, younger members and an 
invaluable method of advertising 
your reunions and get-togethers.     

few malicious attacks?  Before 
you take the necessary measures 
of securing your computer, you 
should understand the different 
types of attacks that could harm 
your machine. 

1. Virus  
A virus contains malicious 
code that attaches itself to an 
application. When the infected 
application is executed, the virus 
is launched and will attempt to 
spread to other computers. A virus 
typically will not cause immediate 
damage as it needs time to 
replicate in order to infect other 
computers. Eventually, the virus 
will deliver its payload. The payload 
can cause significant damage such 
as deletion of critical system files, 
random reboots of your computer, 
and can corrupt hard drives and 
make them unbootable. Viruses 
are delivered to systems in a 
variety of ways. Email is the most 
common method for spreading 
viruses. For example, spammers 
will email viruses as attachments 
and will entice users to download 
and open the attachment, which 
in turn will execute the virus. Users 
can also transmit viruses by using 
infected USB flash drives. Most 
operating systems have Autorun 
enabled, which enable infected 
USB flash drives to execute the 
virus as soon as the device is 
plugged into the machine. 

2. Trojan Horse  
Trojan horses trick users by 
posing as legitimate applications. 
For example, a Trojan horse 
may appear to be a game or a 
screensaver. A deceived user will 
download the application and the 
Trojan horse is released once the 
user executes the program. 
 
3. Spyware  
Spyware is installed on a machine 
without the user’s awareness or 
consent. Spyware attempts to 
gather specific user information 
and send it to a third party. You 
can determine if your computer 

is infected with spyware if your 
Internet home page has suddenly 
changed, if your web browser 
redirects web searches, or if 
additional software has been 
installed on your machine. Another 
form of spyware is adware. Adware 
launches pop-up windows to 
display unwanted advertisements. 

Membership 
Recruiting - 
Eligibility for 
Membership
Full membership of the Association 
is open to any former Artillery Clerk 
in the rank range from Sergeant 
to Warrant Officer Class 1, either 
serving or retired. Membership 
may also be granted, with the 
recommendation of a former 
Artillery Clerk or member of the 
Association, to clerks who served 
in the Royal Artillery in the rank 
range from Gunner to Bombardier, 
and have subsequently been 
promoted to Sergeant and above 
in the Adjutant General’s Corps.

Planning for the 
future

The UK State Pension has 
changed.

The UK State Pension changed 
on 6 April 2010. People over 
55 or who have recently retired 
may need to take action now 
to make sure they son’t miss 
out on money for the future. For 
more information on how the 
State Pension is changing, visit 
the Direct Gov website at: www.
direct.gov.uk/pensions and follow 
Pensions and Retirement Planning, 
State Pension, Changes to State 
Pensions from 6 April 2010.



Welfare Secretary’s 
Report by
Dennis Norris
(former WO2
(QMS(AC))

Treasurer’s Report by
Major (Retd) Paul Corker

General

What a year this has been!!  This is my first report as Treasurer in civilian 
clothes and although I have come to terms with my transition my employers 
remain puzzled sometimes with my ‘ex-military’ attitude and dare I say it, 
professionalism.  2014 has been a great year for the Association and I am 
content to confirm that the fund remains ‘fit for purpose’.  The requirement to 
raise subscriptions to £10 was necessary and the majority of members have 
now changed their bank Standing Orders.  Gentlemen, Rome was not built 
in a day and therefore I congratulate all of you that have actioned this much 
needed area.  Please ensure your accounts are amended to £10 for 2015.  
I continue to chase long-term debtors with enthusiasm, knowing that the 
results of my labour might fall short of my intentional target.  As we move into 
2015 with that mindset to complete tasks before the year ends, I continue to 
thank all members for the funds received to date, for their continued support 
to me but more importantly to the Association.  The funds are healthy and as 
a recap, the undermentioned items will demonstrate where we are but most 
importantly what I am attempting to do throughout the next financial period.

Main Action Areas

The following is highlighted for members:

Outstanding Subscriptions - £2,885:00
Mandate - 72 Members not paying by Direct Mandate
Gift Aid - 54 Members failed to completed declaration 
    form
   
Statement of Account – 31st August 2014
ASSETS   LIABILITIES

Current Bank Account £  1,329.66 Function  £407:03
Deposit Account £  2,000:79
Shop Stock £     181:50

Total Assets (A) £  3,511:95 Total Liabilities (B) £ 407:03

AVAILABLE CASH (A – B) £  3,104:92  

Summary
  
There remains plenty for me to do however, I am determined to offer the best 
service to the Committee and members throughout 2015.  My main priority 
is the recovery of outstanding debtors but as a fund it must be to financially 
support the Association.  It is hoped that the areas highlighted will bring 
about improvement throughout the coming financial period.  Your support, as 
always is well received.

All invoices for the 2014 reunion have been settled, therefore it is heartening that 
the fund shows a slight excess of income over expenditure.  Well done Ian.

I wish you all well and hope our 
paths cross (with a beer in hand) 
in 2015.

The Royal British Legion has 
always been a supporter of the 
Armed Forces and has in the past 
supported Association members 
through difficult times providing 
practical and pastoral support 
for ex service personnel.  As an 
Association, we are fortunate to 
have an excellent link with the RBL 
through the Chairman and below 
is some information that has been 
extracted from the RBL website 
to give Association members a 
better understanding of the RBL 
and what they stand for.  Full 
details can be obtained via www.
britishlegion.org.uk or call on 0808 
802 8080 for more information

“The Royal British Legion is a 
national charity helping people in 
local communities. The Legion 
provides information, advice 
and guidance to help the Armed 
Forces community find and 
access the support they need.  
Their local case officers provide 
general and crisis support. 
Regional specialist advisers help 
serving personnel and veterans 
seeking career and vocational 
advice and assist with War 
Pension Appeals and Armed 
Forces compensation claims.  
They also:
• help people seeking money, 
benefits and debt advice; 
• provide legal advice for inquests 



• Help the carers of veterans (or 
their dependants) with dementia 
who are living at home.
• Run specialist services helping 
those who are wounded, injured 
or sick through their recovery 
at The Battle Back Centre 
in Shropshire and Personnel 
Recovery Centres. 
• Provide seaside holidays and 
family and children’s Adventure 
holidays. 
• Provide targeted financial 
assistance; grants to external 
organisations who share our 
objectives; low level home 
repairs; and 24 hour residential, 
dementia and nursing care at our 
six Care Homes.

The Legion help people every 
day of the year but only raise 
about a third of the money they 
need through the Poppy Appeal. 
They rely on the help of brilliant 
supporters who take part in 
fundraising activities and challenge 
events for us all year round. 
Businesses can also support the 
Legion, as can individuals who are 
kind enough to consider us in their 
will. For details of how to donate, 
take part in an event or support us 
visit www.britishlegion.org.uk . For 
gifts, clothing and merchandise all 
year round visit www.poppyshop.
org.uk. 

The Legion began because the 
Armed Forces community needed 
a voice and today the Legion 
is a huge family represented 
by hundreds of thousands of 
members and volunteers and 
countless supporters all over the 
UK and overseas who all share 
the common cause of supporting 
our Service community, now 
and for the rest of their lives. The 
Legion welcome all supporters 
of the Service community, you 
don’t need to have an Armed 
Forces background to become a 
member of the Legion. Visit www.
britishlegion.org.uk/membership 
for more information

The Service Personnel and 
Veterans Agency - SPVA is aimed 
at improving personnel, pensions, 
welfare and support services to 
members of the Armed Forces and 
veterans. 
 
The (MOD) places great store 
on the provision of high quality 
support services to serving military 
personnel, ex-Servicemen and 
women and their respective 
dependents. 
 
There are clear customer and 
business benefits in merging 
the Armed Forces Personnel 
Administration Agency (AFPAA) 
with the Veterans Agency to 
form the Service Personnel and 
Veterans Agency (SPVA).  
 
The formation of SPVA has led to 
the provision of a fully integrated 
set of ‘through life’ personnel 
services to our serving and 
veterans community - where a 
single contact with the Agency 
will grant access to customer 
information and advice on 
pay, pensions, compensation 
payments, records of service and 
medal entitlement.  
 
SPVA is staffed by caring and 
experienced people, who make 
it their business to understand 
and empathise with the serving 

The Service Personnel and Veterans 
Agency - SPVA

and veterans’ community and are 
committed to delivering a high 
quality service.  
 
The responsibility for all pension 
provision, whether a War pension 
or an Armed Forces pension falls 
under the direct control of SPVA, 
reducing the risk of omitting 
or duplicating information and 
providing for the first time, a truly 
joined up pension service.  
There is a free helpline on 0800 
169 2277 and further information 
is available online at: http://www.
veterans-uk.infor/



ARMY ORDER 54 OF 1903

Pay and Promotion of Clerks, Royal Artillery

EDWARD R.I.

A.O.54  WHEREAS We deem it expedient to amend the regulations relating           18
April to the pay and promotion of soldiers employed as clerks in Our Royal Artillery;      Artillery
1903                    3038

  OUR WILL AND PLEASURE is that all soldiers who may hereafter
be permanently employed as clerks in Our Royal Artillery shall form a section 
to be called the Artillery Clerks’ Section, and shall, from the 1st April 1903, be
paid and promoted as follows:

     Rank   Pay Class for 
Allowances.

1ST DIVISION
        s.  d.
On Promotion from the  Warrant Officer   5   6  16
2nd Division

2ND DIVISION  

On promotion from 3rd  Company Sergeant Major  4  0  17
  Division.
After 3 year’s service with  Quarter Master Sergeant  4  6  16
  pay at 4s per day.
After 3 year’s service with  Quarter Master Sergeant  5  0  16
  pay at 4s 6d per day.

3RD DIVISION

On appointment   Acting Bombardier  2  0  20
After one year’s service in  Bombardier   2  6  20
  the division
After 2 year’s service with  Corporal    3  0  20
  pay at 2s 6d a-day.
After 2 year’s service with  Sergeant    3  6  19
  pay at 3s a-day.

No increase of rank or pay under this article shall be allowed, unless
specially recommended by the officer under whom the non-commissioned officer 
is serving.

   Given at Our Court at St. James’s this 21st

      day of March, 1903, in the 3rd year of Our
      Reign.
     By His Majesty’s Command,

      Sr. JOHN BRODRICK

(Extract by kind permission of the Royal Artillery Institution)



General

1. The Association, entitled the “Artillery Clerks’ Association” was formed at Woolwich on Saturday 7th March 1998.  
This Charter is being adopted to guide its activities.  The Charter may be changed at any time by the Committee to 
reflect the wishes of the Association members.

2. The Aim and Object of the Artillery Clerks’ Association is to promote comradeship amongst its members, both 
serving and retired and to provide a focal point for all members of the Association.  The Association is essentially an old 
comrades association of former Artillery Clerks, either serving or retired.

3. The Artillery Clerks’ Association is affiliated to and is a Branch of the Royal Artillery Association (RAA).  All members 
of the Royal Artillery Association will be granted life membership of the RAA on acceptance.

Eligibility

4. Full Members.  Full membership of the Association is open to any former Artillery Clerk in the rank range 
from Sergeant to Warrant Officer Class 1, either serving or retired.   Membership may also be granted, with the 
recommendation of a former Artillery Clerk or member of the Association, to clerks who served in the Royal Artillery 
in the rank range from Gunner to Bombardier, and have subsequently been promoted to Sergeant in the Adjutant 
General’s Corps.

5. Honorary Membership.  Honorary Membership of the Association is specially designed to cover the widows 
and relatives of deceased Artillery Clerks.  Other special cases of honorary membership will be considered on merit 
by the Committee and voted upon by the Committee and voted upon by the members at the Annual General Meeting 
(AGM).  Honorary members may not vote on matters voted upon at the AGM.

6. Authorization.   Membership of the Association may be sought by anyone under these rules.  In the event 
of there being some doubt regarding application, the Artillery Clerks’ Association Committee will arbitrate.  The 
Association Committee has the right to refuse any application for membership, or cancel any existing membership, for 
example, for disciplinary reasons.

Purpose

7. The specific purpose of the Association is to provide:

 a. A focal point for comradeship, largely through periodic reunion of:

  (1) A formal Annual Reunion Dinner.
  (2) An informal Dinner to be held at a frequency and location to be decided by the Committee, to include wives, 
   girlfriends and widows.
  (3) A very limited welfare service.  This essentially means that the Artillery Clerks’ Association, in promoting 
   contacts between members, provides a network through which help can be given to any member.  The 
   focus for this activity within the Association is the Secretary.

Organisation

8. The affairs of the Artillery Clerks’ Association will be overseen by the Artillery Clerks’ Association Committee.  The 
Committee will meet at intervals decided upon by the Chairman, and will comprise of:

 a. President (Honorary).

 b. Chairman.

Artillery Clerks’ Association Charter



 c. Secretary.  Responsibilities cover:

  (1) Association Membership.

  (2) Correspondence.

  (3) Providing a focus for the Association’s welfare work and links to the RAA.

  (4) Production of a periodic newsletter.

  (5) Coordinating the activities of the Area Representatives.

 d. Treasurer.  Responsibilities cover:

  (1) Maintenance of a bank account entitled the “Artillery Clerks’ Association”.

  (2) Accounting for all the finances of the Artillery Clerks’ Association.

  (3) Presenting a Statement of Account to the Committee (as and when required) and annually at the AGM

 e. Regional Representatives.  Responsibilities cover:

  (1) The recruitment of new members.

  (2) Maintaining an area membership list.

  (3) Coordinating travel to Reunions and other Association activities.

Areas covered are:

  (1) Northern Ireland.
  (2) Scotland.
  (3) Wales.
  (4) The North West consisting of Cumbria, Lancashire, Merseyside, Greater Manchester and Cheshire.
  (5) The North consisting of Northumberland, Tyne and Wear, Durham, Cleveland, North, West and South 
   Yorkshire and Humberside.
  (6) The Midlands consisting of Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire, Lincolnshire, Shropshire, Staffordshire, 
   West Midlands, Leicestershire, Hereford and Worcestershire and Warwickshire. 
  (7) The East consisting of Buckinghamshire, Bedfordshire, Essex, Northamptonshire, Hertfordshire, 
   Cambridgeshire, Norfolk and Suffolk.
  (8) London Area
  (9) The South consisting of Oxfordshire, Berkshire, Hampshire, Isle of Wight, Surrey, West Sussex, East Sussex  
   and Kent.
  (10) The West consisting of Cornwall, Devon, Somerset, Dorset, Gloucestershire, Avon and Wiltshire.
  (11) Germany.
  (12) The Rest of the World.

9. Additional members of the Committee may be appointed by the Chairman as required, for example, Reunion 
Secretary and Assistant Secretary.

Fees

10. Membership fees are to be determined by the Committee.  There is to be a fee to join the Association and the 
annual renewal fee.

11. Fees are to cover the costs of administration, including telephone calls, postage and stationery. 

12 . Reunions are to be self-financing, that is, those attending are to meet the full cost of all activities of the Reunion.



WANTED
for membership of the Association

John Adams
Ron Allen
Peter Allwright
Jimmy Anderson
Ron Anson
Dave Askham
Robbie Astick
Bob Barber
Gary Barker
Baz Barry
Ron Baynes
Benny Bennett
James Bond
Dave Boswell
Adrian Boxall
Ron Bristo
Dave Brookes
Alan Broomhead
Tom Browne
Dave Burfitt
Paul Buxton
Tom Carmichael
Stuart Carnegie
Fred Carroll
Jeff Carter
Mick Carter
Les Carton
Merv Chadwick 
Chris Chamberlain
Bill Charlsworth
Dick Cliffe
M Collinge
Andy Collins
S Cornwell
Fred Cullingford
Alan Cosgrove
Sandy Cran
Keith Creswell
Harold Deacon
John DeMaria
Pat DeMaria
Jim Diamond
Derek Donovan
P Drury
Mick Dunn
Dave Dunn
Mel Durrant
Roger Escott
Karl Ezard
Steve Edgeley
Paul Evans

Paul Fairbank
TH Fairweather
Vic Ferguson
PE Field
Clif Fields
Dick Finch
Dave Fisher
Keith Garbett
Derek Gauci
Les Gillard
Chris Gluning
Paul Green
Mike Greening
John Haddow
CJ Hamley
Bob Hagen
Brian Harrington
Terry Hart
Ted Harvey
Adrian Hawker
Bill Heaven
Andy Holder
John Hopkins
Mick Hopkins
Steve Hoyle
Eric Hubbard
Pete Hubbard
Derek Hughes
Tony Hunt
Tab Hunter
Jim Hutch
Pete Hutchinson
Brian Hyland
G Jacobs
Alan Jeffery
Chris Jones
Steve Jones
Bob Kindness
Jack Knott
Steve Jukes
Kev Keast
Trevor Kemish
Dick Kibble
Alan King
Roy Kinsley
Dave Langstaff
Steve Lee 
Mark Lindsay-Smith
Harry Lomax
Derick Lund
Mick Lynch

Ron Marsh
C McCusker
Steve McKenna
Alistair McKenzie
Maurice Metcalfe
Eric Miller
Ken Moore
Pete Murphy
Jim Mutch
John Nicholas
Bill Ogilvie
Gil O’Mallo
John Osman
Pete Oxley
Dave Parkinson
Bill Pattison
Ken Peacock
Duncan Pettit
Peter Petts
Clem Pooke
Nick Powell
John Pratt
Len Price
Mick Price
Richie Pryor
Fred Pulfer
Mick Regan
Ron Reid
Graham Roberts
Dave Robertson
P Robinson
Tom Rooney
Jim Rostron
Dick Scatcherd
Mick Scaife
Dave Scott
Syd Simpson
Martin Smith
Alex Stelfox
Colin Stephenson
Bill Tasker
Jock Stewart
Joe Stockhill
Trevor Stokes
Dave Stoneham
Paul Stratton
Roy Swann
Bernie Swift
Derek Taylor
Tom Taylor
Graham Telford

Bob Thompson
Charlie Thompson
Harry Thompson
Frank Thorne
Jimmy Treanor
Dave Townley
John Turner
Harry Waldron
RVM Walker
Bob Walkinshaw
Nigel Waring
LS Warren
Kev Watkins
Fred Westwell
Chalky White
Chris Williams
TC Williams
Tony Wilson
Brian Wolstenholme
Malcolm Wynn

172 Potential New 
Members

Plus any member of the 
AGC(SPS) who served in 
the Gunners as a clerk and 
has subsequently been 
promoted to Sgt or above.



Artillery Clerks Association - Members list as at 31st December 2014
Sparky Allen
Alf Alvin
Richard Ancliffe
Al Artley
Alan Ashcroft
Robbie Astiot
Brian Bailey
Pip Bailey
Derek Baldry
Brian Bassett
Brian Baylis
Taff Bellis
Chris Berry
Martin Birch
Dave Boulton
Peter Bradburn
Denis Brett
Graham Brown
David Brown
Phil Buckingham
Titch Buckley
Budgie Burgess
Martin Butler
Paddy Butler
Steve Callaghan
Iain Campbell
Walter Carney
Rob Clarke
Lawrence Collingwood                               
Ian Constantine
Paul Corker
Stan Cornwell
Mike Cottrell
Bob Cowan
Dennis Crawford
Kev Crump
Peter Currie
Dave Cussell
Colin Davidson
Paul Davies
Steve Davies
Roy Deal
Pete Deverall
John Dewberry
Ray Dickinson
John Dixon
Jim Doran
Paddy Ennis
Roger Essex
Sid Evans
Ted Fairbrass
Joe Falzon
Jim Findlay
Ron Flemmings

Graham Flint
Alan Foot
Foxy Fox
Peter Gauci
Martin Geddes
Ian Grant
Mick Grenham
Ian Groom
John Haddock
Colin Haine
Ted Hall
Graham Hampton
Gary Harland
Adrian Harrison
Chris Harvey
Steve Hawke
Phil Hayes
Phil Headford
Martin Hedges
Marty Hester
Alan Hill
Geordie Himlin
Joe Hoggins
Vic Holdaway
Ron Holmes
Paddy Hope
Richard Horner
Stu Hunt
Mick Hutchinson
Geoff Hyatt
Geoff Janik
Dick Jeavons
Bill Johnson
Mick Johnston
Andrew Jones
Ted Jones
Derek Kelsey
Clive Knaggs
Ralph Lalabalavu
John Lane
Dave Larcombe
Russ Lee
Ray Lewis
John Lindley
Alan Lowthian
Leon Lyall
Peter Lynch
Dave Manchester
Adam Martin
Tony Martin
Tim Mathews
Tresh Matthews
Ken May
Tommy McCarthy

John McDermott
George McLachlan
Paul McMahon
James McNamara
Martin Meek
Tony Meek
Eddie Mills
Tam Millsip
Hauke Michelson
Brian Morgan
Bill Morland
Ian Morris
Andy Moss
Tony Mott
George Mould
Paul Mudd
Richard Nichol
Dennis Norris
Tony Nuttall
Andy O’Neill
Steve Paton
Jim Peggie
Roy Penhallurick
Nick Perkovic
Paul Perry
Joe Phelps
Alan Phillips
Dennis Phillipson
Chris Piper
Eddie Platts
Jim Pottle
Garry Prottey
Steve Prowse
Derek Ralphs
Steve Read
John Reynolds
Howard Richardson
Neil Ridout
Des Riley
Jim Roast
Brian Rose
Arthur Rowell
Ken Russell
Alan Sawdon
Vince Scott
Steve Seymour
Mike Shellard
Chris Shuter
Sid Siddall
Dougie Silver
Tony Skinner
Bob Smith
Dave Smith
Brian Smith

Snowy Snowdon
Phil Spencer
Mark Spring
Trevor Spurr
Will Stirman
David Stotan
Dave Straw
Andy Sykes
Ritchie Syme
John Taylor
Mark Testi
Mark Thorington
Andy Tibble
Gordon Timmis
Trig Tregower
Frank Trimby
Steve Truslove
Mel Turpie
Dave Tyler
Gary Tyson
Dave Vesty
Freddie Viggers
William Wallace
Dick Walmsley
Daz Ward
Ken Ward
Ron Waterfield
Tom Webb
Andy West
Ronnie Whelan
Geoff Whitby
Wills Williams
Jeff Williams
Ian Williams
Mick Williams
Alan Witts
Chris Wood
Al Wood
Woody Woodford
Robert Worley
Den Wright
Bill Young

Membership stands at 205



Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at the Central Sgts 
Mess Larkhill, Saturday 7th June 2014

1. Opening Remarks by the 
Chairman

The Chairman opened the AGM 
by welcoming everyone present 
to Larkhill and the Central Royal 
Artillery Sergeants’ Mess.  He 
extended a special warm welcome 
to the overseas members from 
Germany and Malta and thanked 
them for making a huge effort 
to attend the Reunion.  He also 
welcomed Clive Nutall and Martin 
Hedges who are attending the 
Reunion for the first time.  He 
hoped that everyone would enjoy 
the evening and that it sets the 
foundation for the newcomers to 
want to attend future Reunions.

The Chairman went on to say that 
there was quite a long Agenda to 
get through, and then went on to 
urge everyone to contribute as 
much as possible to all debates.  
He stressed that this was the sole 
annual opportunity to meet face 
to face and hoped that the AGM 
would generate a lot of questions 
and debate.  

2. Apologies for Absence

There were 14 apologies for 
absence, the majority of which 
were listed in the Reunion Dinner 
Menu Card.

3. Approval of the Minutes of the 
Annual General Meeting held on 
Saturday 22nd June 2013

The Secretary stated that the 
Minutes had been circulated to 
all members via Crossed Quills 
Issue 17 and it was not intended 
to read them out again unless a 
member wished it to be done so. 
A proposal was taken to confirm 
that they were a true and accurate 
record:

Proposer: Maj (Retd) Dave Cussell
Seconder: Capt (Retd) Dick 
Jeavons
CARRIED Unanimously

4. Matters Arising from the 
Minutes of the Annual General 
Meeting held on Saturday 22nd 
June 2013

There were no matters arising from 
the Minutes of the Annual General 
Meeting held on Saturday 22nd 
June 2013.

5. Chairman’s Report

The Chairman once again thanked 
everyone for coming to the reunion 
weekend.  He added that whilst it 
was pleasing to see that, in spite 
of all the distractions of the D Day 
70th Anniversary celebrations, the 
numbers attending the Reunion 
had increased compared to last 
year, it was important to keep 
the momentum going into future 
Reunions. 

The Chairman added that as 
usual the AGM will contain 
reports about our membership, 
representational duties carried out 
on behalf of the Association by 
our Standard Bearer, finances and 
other information from each of the 
Committee members.  

The Chairman mentioned that 
since our last AGM we had lost 
one of our stalwarts – Pat 
Verdon – as well as four other 
Artillery Clerks which the 
Association Secretary will touch 
upon in his report. He went on to 
say that the Association was well 
represented at Pat’s celebration 
of his life – and that it made him 
extremely proud to be able to 
support Pat’s widow Judy and his 
family in this way.

The Chairman mentioned that he 
was delighted that General Sir 
Freddie Viggers was joining later 
on of the dinner – he informed the 
AGM that whilst he had not been 
able to visit the General personally 
in his home in Andover, the 
Chairman has kept the Honorary 
President up to speed with regular 
updates by e-mail.  The Chairman 
was confident that everyone 
would make General Freddie and 
the Master Gunner (the Guest 
of Honour) most welcome.  He 
said that it was a measure of 
the Association that we can still 
attract, year after year, high profile 
Gunner Generals to our Reunions. 
 
The Chairman concluded his 
report by publicly thanking all the 
Committee Members for all the 
work they do which members tend 
take for granted. He singled out 
the two main driving forces behind 
the Reunion, Ian Constantine and 
Andy Tibble, have also have hugely 
busy day jobs. This year they 
both had to juggle their respective 
responsibilities with high profile 
events connected with the D Day 
Anniversary commemorations in 
Normandy.  In addition there is 
the annual effort to get “Crossed 
Quills” published and circulated; 
there is our website to maintain, 
there are the Association finances 
to be kept in order; there is the 
“sub branch” in Germany to keep 
together; and there are a number 
of representational duties for our 
Standard bearer to carry out.  
The Chairman invited all those 
attending to acknowledge the 
work that the Committee does 
for the good and benefit of the 
Association all year round.

The Chairman thanked everyone 
for their continued support – his 
final comment was that everyone’s 



presence gives encouragement 
and a boost to the Committee. 

6. Secretary’s Report

The Secretary, Mr Andy Tibble 
MSM made the following 
comments:

Membership 
    
The membership of The Artillery 
Clerks’ Association currently 
stands at 203. Last year the total 
stood at 205. 

New Members

Former WO2 (QMS(AC)) Martin 
Hedges who joined us on the 
22nd November 2013. Ben lives in 
Sturminister Newton.

Former WO2 (QMS(AC)) Steve 
Jones who joined us on the 19th 
February 2014. Steve lives in the 
Philippines. 

Deaths
 
Former Major/WO1(SMAC) Pat 
Verdon who died on the 13th 
November 2013. Aged 73 years.

Honours & Awards. 
Nothing to report.

Promotions. 

WO2 (SQMS) Paddy Butler (now 
WO1), 
WO2 (SQMS) Woody Woodford 
and WO2 (SQMS) Andy Moss were 
all selected for promotion to WO1 
(SSM) in the FY      2014/2015.

Membership – Wanted List. 

The Secretary explained that 
there are currently 170 potential 
members listed on “The Wanted 
List” who were former ‘Artillery 
Clerks.’ He urged everyone to 
look through the list which was 
published in the recent ‘Crossed 
Quills’ to see if they recognise 
anyone who might be living nearby, 

and then to try to encourage them 
to join the Association.

St Barbara’s Day Service 

St Barbara’s Day Service will be 
held at Larkhill in the Church of 
St Alban the Martyr on Sunday 
7th December 2014. The Service 
will be followed by lunch in the 
Sgts’ Mess. Further details will 
follow in due course, however, all 
members, especially those living 
close to Larkhill were encouraged 
to attend. The Secretary urged 
anyone who was considering 
attending to inform the Secretary 
as soon as possible so that he 
could reserve places at the Service 
and in the WO’s & Sgt’s Mess for 
lunch if required, as numbers were 
very limited and places went very 
quickly last year.

Change in personal details

The Secretary asked to be kept 
informed of any changes of rank, 
address, telephone numbers, email 
addresses, awards etc, etc. All 
members present were asked to 
send their current email addresses 
to the Secretary.

Crossed Quills

Items for Crossed Quills Issue 
No 18 are to be forwarded to 
the Secretary by Monday 1st 
September 2014. The Secretary 
urged members to put pen to 
paper and to send in any articles 
that they would like published 
along with any photographs that 
they may have. These would be 
returned as soon as possible on 
receipt.

Recruitment 

Attention of all Members was 
drawn to the importance of 
recruiting new members.

Standard Bearer

The Secretary informed those 
present that our Standards Bearer, 
Andrew Jones had been very 
busy over the past 12 months 
represented the Association at the 
following events:
   
22nd November 2013 – Attended 
Funeral of Pat Verdon at Dorking
2nd December 2013 – St 
Barbara’s Day Service
27th April 2014 – Gunner Sunday 
(Royal Hospital Chelsea)

Due to attend:

9th November 2014 – RA Service 
of Remembrance at Hyde Park 
Corner          
7th December 2014 – St Barbara’s 
Day Service, Larkhill

Area Secretary’s

The Secretary mentioned to those 
present that he had recently 
written to all Area Secretary’s 
asking them to engage with all 
members of the Association who 
currently live within their areas 
of responsibility.  The aim of this 
exercise is to re-engage with our 
members and also to encourage 
them to attend future dinners or 
at least to get some feedback 
from them as to why they are no 
longer participating, so that we can 
address any issues that may be 
the cause of the poor attendance. 

The Secretary went on to thank 
everyone for their continued 
support over the past year.

7. Assistant Secretary’s Report

 The Assistant Secretary, Mr Roy 
Deal MBE, informed those present 
that:

Sales of ties, lapel pins and cuff 
links have slowed down, current 
stock holding are as follows:



Item Qty 
Held

Value 
(each 
item)

Total 
Value

Ties 3 £13.00 £39.00
Cuff 
links/
lapel 
pins

5 £28.50 £142.50

Total 
Stock 
Value

£181.50

As tie sales have slumped and 
the minimum order for ties is 
circa 50, Mr Deal recommended 
continuing with current stock levels 
and reviewing the situation when 
all the remaining ties are sold. He 
invited those members wishing to 
place an order for ties or cuff links 
to contact him direct on either 
roydeal@hotmail.co.uk or Roy.
deal288@mod.uk

The Assistant Secretary went on 
to say that he would continue to 
assist the Secretary with the drive 
to recruit new members to the 
Association and would be happy 
to get a network of Civil Service 
Artillery Clerks together.
      
8. Treasurer’s Report

The Treasurer, Maj (Retd) Paul 
Corker made the following 
comments:

LIQUIDITY STATE AS AT 
SATURDAY 7th JUNE 2014

ASSETS
Cash £75.00

Current Bank Balance £2731.08

Deposit Bank 
Balance

£2000.54

Shop Stock £181.50

Total Assets (A) £4988.12

LIABILITIES

Function £1650.00

Total Liabilities (B) £1650.00

Available Cash  
(A-B)

£3338.12

He particularly emphasised that:

Subscriptions. Non-payment: 
up to year 2013 £1,620 and for 
2013/2014 is £1260.00. For 
2013/2014, 187 members paid 
only £5:00 which leaves £935 
outstanding. Therefore debtors 
total £3,815:00  

Mandate. 72 members are 
not paying by the Standing 
Order Mandate. Members are 
continuously encouraged to 
subscribe by this method.

Gift Aid. The Fund has received 
a total of £2,374:81 from the 
Inland Revenue. There are 54 
members who are yet to join the 
gift aid scheme. Annual income 
is approximately £150:00. The 
2013 payment is awaited and the 
2014 application will be submitted 
shortly.

Treasurer’s Updates. All members 
are reminded of their subscriptions 
within the Crossed Quills and at 
the AGM. They are also invited to 
join the mandate system and gift 
aid.
 
Insurance.  The insurance for the 
fund is valid until 31 Mar 15. It is 
with the firm Towergate Wilsons. 
The cost this year was £315:09. 
This includes personal accident 
cover for the Chairman, Secretary, 
Treasurer, Reunion Secretary, 
Standard Bearer and Regional 
Secretaries.  

Shop Stock. Ties cost £13:00 and 
there are 3 in stock. There are 5 
sets of cuff links and lapel pins @ 
£28:50 each.

Debtors. Subscriptions are £10 
annually and should be paid on 
or close to 1 January. The sum 
of £3815:00 as of today. As 
directed the Treasurer issued a 
letter to members requesting their 
payment. In response, 2 members 
have decided to terminate their 
membership.

Standing Orders. All members 
were urged to change their 
Standing Order with their banks 
from £5.00 to £10.00.

RAA Draw Tickets. Annually 
we support the RAA Draw by 
purchasing tickets. This year we 
purchased £100:00 worth. Each 
member has been allocated a 
ticket with the remainder held by 
the Association. The Association 
won £50.00 in the 2013 draw. 

Income and Expenditure 
Report 2013. The 2013 Income 
and expenditure Report (As at 
31st December 2013) that was 
submitted to the RAA which was 
signed by the Chairman and 
Secretary was as follows:

Income   £1047:83 
Expenditure £1800:15)
GPF  £-752.32 Excess 
over income well within our limits 
(Grant for 2013 dinner £533.95)

Mr Mick Hutchinson proposed and 
Mr Marty Hester seconded that the 
`Treasurer’s Report is accepted. 
This proposal was put to the vote 
and CARRIED unanimously.

9. Welfare Secretary’s Report. 

The Welfare Secretary, Mr Dennis 
Norris personally thanked those 
Association Committee members 
who rallied round to support a 
fellow Association member in 
need – in particular the Chairman, 
Secretary and Germany Reunion 
Secretary who went the extra mile 
to explore all the support avenues 
available for this individual . All this 
co-ordinated work helped make 
the Welfare Secretary’s task in 
supporting this individual much 
easier.

Mr Norris went onto say that there 
are no current outstanding welfare 
files open in the Association. 
However, he added, that if any 
member requires the support of 
the Association, or has knowledge 



of an Association member in need 
of the Association’s support, they 
are encouraged to make contact 
with the Secretary and/or the 
Welfare Secretary for confidential 
advice and assistance.  

10. Historical Secretary’s Report. 

The Historical Secretary, Mr 
Stephen Read made the following 
comments:

Artillery Clerks Roll. The Historical 
Secretary, with the agreement of 
the members would like to rename 
the Artillery Clerks Family Tree to the 
Artillery Clerks Roll. This was agreed 
by all those members present. He 
went onto say that the Roll now 
listed 428 Artillery Clerks which 
covered 145 units and sub units.

He thanked those concerned for 
the input received from members 
after the article in the last Crossed 
Quills. However, he was sure that 
members knew a lot more and 
encouraged them to jot down 
names as their memories were 
lubricated by the evenings libations.

That Gunner Magazine remained 
a useful source of information, 
however, he had discovered that 
from a certain point in the late 
1980s the magazine had stopped 
listing the appointment of an 
individual on posting. He was 
considering how to overcome this 
issue.

Those members who had 
information to pass on or wished 
to gain access to the Roll should   
contact him as per the details in 
Cross Quills or by emailing him at: 
ArtyClkProject@gmail.com

11. Germany Secretary’s Report. 

The Germany Secretary, WO1 
(SSM) Ron Holmes MSM informed 
those present that WO2 (SQMS) 
Bob Smith would be running the 
2014 Germany Artillery Clerks’ 
Association Reunion would take 

place at Sennelager over the 
weekend of 17th – 19th October 
2014. He also mentioned that the 
calling letter for the forthcoming 
Reunion had been sent out and 
asked that those members wishing 
to attend submit their returns back 
to Bob Smith as soon as possible. 

12. Reunion Secretary’s Report

The Reunion Secretary, Maj 
Ian Constantine RA gave a 
comprehensive briefing on the 
format of the Reunion Dinner and 
the evening.

13. Election or re-election of 
Committee

The Secretary stated that the 
present Committee wished to 
remain in office as follows:

Chairman 
Lt Col (Retd) Joe Falzon OSJ BEM
Secretary  Mr Andy Tibble MSM
Assistant Secretary 
Mr Roy Deal MBE
Treasurer  Maj (Retd) Paul Corker 
Reunion Secretary 
Maj Ian Constantine RA
Welfare Secretary 
Mr Dennis Norris
Historical Secretary Vacant
Webmaster  Mr David Stotan

WO1 (SSM) Ron Holmes MSM 
proposed and Mr Leo Lyall 
seconded this proposal.  The 
proposal was put to the vote and 
was CARRIED unanimously.

The Secretary also stated that the 
position of Historical Secretary 
had become vacant due to Mr 
Joe Hoggins stepping down after 
many years in this position and that 
Mr Stephen Read had agreed to 
join the Committee as Historical 
Secretary

Maj (Retd) Dave Cussell proposed 
and Mr Marty Hester seconded 
this proposal.  The proposal was 
put to the vote and was CARRIED 
unanimously.

The Secretary also stated that the 
position of Area Secretary East had 
become vacant due to Mr Chris 
Berry stepping down after many 
years in this position and that Maj 
(Retd) Dave Cussell had agreed 
to join the Committee as Area 
Secretary East

Capt (Retd) Dick Jeavons proposed 
and Mr Mick Hutchinson seconded 
this proposal.  The proposal was 
put to the vote and was CARRIED 
unanimously.

The Secretary also stated that 
an application for Honorary 
Membership of the Artillery Clerks’’ 
Association had been received from 
WO2 (SQMS) Steve Beard. This had 
been proposed by WO1 (SSM) Ron 
Holmes MSM who provided a report 
to those members present why he 
was supporting this application. This 
was voted on by those members 
present.

WO1 (SSM) Ron Holmes MSM 
proposed and Mr Steve Seymour 
seconded this proposal.  The 
proposal was put to the vote and 
was CARRIED unanimously.

14 Any other Business

a.  Mr Steve Seymour recorded 
a vote of thanks to the Artillery 
Clerks’ Association Committee 
and members for giving him the 
opportunity to travel to Malta with 
The Not Forgotten Association.
b.  Capt (Retd) Dick Jeavons 
informed those present that he 
would be competing in a charity 
cycle event throughout Europe to 
raise funds for Help 4 Hero’s. If any 
member wished to sponsor him on 
this event, sponsorship forms were 
present on the evening or they could 
contact him direct.
15. Date of Next Meeting

The next AGM will take place at 
Larkhill on Saturday 13th June 
2015.



80th Artillery Clerk’s Reunion and Association Dinner, Larkhill 
Saturday 7th June 2014
The 80th Artillery Clerks Reunion 
and Association Dinner took 
place on Saturday 7th June 2014 
in the Central Sergeant’s Mess, 
Royal Artillery Barracks in Larkhill.  
However; as is now traditional, 
a healthy number gathered in 
Larkhill on the Friday evening to 
start the weekend in style.  I am 
pleased to say that to mark such 
a significant milestone as the 80th 
Reunion, attendance this year 
was strong with 45 Association 
Members sitting down to dine with 
our guests, The Master Gunner 
St James’s Park, General Sir 
Timothy Granville-Chapman, RSM 
14th Regiment Royal Artillery, 
WO1 Walshaw and Mr Allan Solly 
the Royal Artillery Association 
Membership Secretary.  The 
assembled members were also 
very pleased to welcome our 
Honorary President, Lieutenant 
General Sir Freddie Viggers.

As ever the evening commenced 
with a superbly executed 
photograph which captured 
those present in all their finery, 
any references to “knitting fog” in 
getting the members in place were 
said in pure jest.  With such a good 
number in attendance, pre-dinner 
drinks were a lively event where old 
friends were able to catch up and 
new members were introduced.  
Once at the table the enjoyment 
continued with the Master Gunner 
St James’s Park swapping chairs 
with each course and working 
his way around the table.  This 
allowed the Guest of Honour to 
get a real feel for the character 
of the Association and I can 
confirm he was impressed with 
all he saw.  With the formalities 
of the Loyal Toast complete the 
Reunion Secretary, on behalf of 
the Association, thanked the Mess 
Staff for an excellent meal and 
outstanding service and Mr Roger 

Graham for providing the musical 
entertainment.  General Granville-
Chapman then gave an informative 
and relevant address on the 
Royal Regiment and the future of 
Associations such as ours.

With the formal events of the 
evening complete it was time 
to retire to the bar and continue 
with the important task of telling 
tales of exploits from the days of 
the Cold War and in some cases 
the NAAFI Bar.  It was another 
excellent evening that saw a small, 
informal presentation given to Mick 
Johnston and a large glass raised 

to the memory of Pat Verdon.  
Significantly it was also the last 
day in uniform for Ron Holmes, 
who was very pleased to be able 
to attend future Dinners in Black 
Tie rather than Mess Dress.  The 
die-hards remained until the early 
hours, enjoying good company 
and sharing more than a few 
laughs, as it should be at events 
such as this.

Next years Dinner is already in 
the diary for 13th June 2015 and 
as ever I urge you all to clear the 
date now and make every effort to 
attend, lets make 2015 our best 
one yet.
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a. Front: Mrs Doris Webb and Mr Tom Webb
 Rear: Mr Ron Holmes (Germany Reunion Secretary) & WO Hauke Michelson
b. Mr Steve Callaghan, Mr Dennis Norris, Sgt Chris Norris (Guest) and Mr Clive Nuttall
c. Mr Dennis Norris, Sgt Chris Norris (Guest) & Lt Col Joe Falzon (Chairman)

Friday Evening
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Saturday Evening

d. Mr Andy Tibble (Secretary), General Sir Timothy Granville-Chapman GBE, KBE, ADC Gen (Guest of Honour), 
 Maj Ian Constantine (Reunion Secretary) & WO1 (RSM) Walshaw
e. Left: WO1(SSM) Ron Holmes (Germany Reunion Secretary), Mr Dave Manchester, WO2(SQMS)    
 Right: Mr David Morehead  (Guest), Mr Derek Baldry, Mr Leo Lyall & Mr Des Riley)
f. Left: Mr Mick Johnston, Mr Steve Read (Historical Secretary) & Rev Dennis Brett
     Right: Mr Steve Callaghan, Mr Mick Hutchinson, Mr Clive Nuttall, Mr Tom Webb & Mrs Webbg. Mr Des Riley, 
 Mr Mark Testi & Mr Brain Morgan
g. Mr Steve Truslove & Mr William Wallace 
h. Mr Mick Johnston, Mr Steve Read (Historical Secretary) & Rev Dennis Brett
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i.  Lt Gen Sir Freddie Viggers (Honorary President) & Lt Col Richard Horner
j. Mr Bill Young, Mr Mick Grenham, Mr Marty Hester & Mr Des Riley
k. Mr Andy Tibble (Secretary) & Mr Des Riley
l. Mr Leo Lyall, Mr Andy Tibble (Secretary), WO1 (SSM) Ron Holmes (Germany Reunion Secretary), 
 Lt Col Joe Falzon (Chariman), Mr Mick Johnston  & Mr Pete Deverall
m. WO1(SSM) Ron Holmes (Germany Reunion Secretary), WO2 (SQMS) Snowy Snowden, WO2 (SQMS) Daz Ward  & 
 Mr Duggie Silver 
n. Mr Roy Deal (Assistant Secretary), Mr Steve Seymour, Mr Peter Gauci, Mr Leo Lyall & WO1 (SSM) Paddy Butler

NM

L

I
J

K



R

O

P

Q

o. Mr Marty Hester & Maj Dave Cussell
p. Mr Tom Webb, Mr Andrew Jones & Mrs Doris Webb
q. Mr Mick Grenham, Mr Mick Hutchinson & Mr Bill Young
r. Maj Ian Constantine (Reunion Secretary), Mr Brian Morgan, WO2 (SQMS) Snowy Snowden, 
 WO1 (SSM) Paddy Butler, Mr Andy Tibble (Secretary) & WO1 (SSM) Ron Holmes (Germany Reunion Secretary)
s. Mr Dennis Norris & Sgt Chris Norris (Guest) 
t. Maj Dave Cussell & Capt Alan Solly
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Artillery Clerks Association Reunion and Dinner, Sennelager, 
Hereford, Saturday 18th October 2014

The Artillery Clerks’ Association 
Reunion and Dinner in Germany 
was held in the NATO Sgt’s Mess 
Sennelager during the weekend 
of Friday 17th to Sunday 19th 
October 2014. The weather 
could not have been planned 
better. The Friday night went with 
a bang with 8 of us taking a trip 
down what used to be known 
as the Sennelager Strip. After 
a few pints in the Sgt’s Mess, 
then we all went across the 
road and had an adventurous 
night. We leave the rest to your 
imagination. I must mention our 
Chairman Joe who kindly paid 
for 8 pizzas in the local Pizza 
House and beer session. Cheers 
Joe.  The photograph of Joe with 
our friendly Kurdish Chef tells it 
all!  On Saturday 18th October 
2014 we visited Brydon House, 
the Personnel Recovery Centre 
that offers training, counselling 
and career managements for all 
wounded, sick and injured Service 
personnel.  Those present were 
given a presentation and a guided 
tour by Maj Phil Ralfe RLC. Please 
see the Chairman’s report later in 
Crossed Quills. Later that evening, 
11 of us sat down for the Artillery 
Clerks’ Dinner (an excellent beef 
wellington).  We were joined by 
two guests - Charlie Brown ex 
RAPC and Chris Atkins, a long 
time friend of the forces and RA in 
particular. We had a super night 
followed by an amazing all day 
English breakfast in the Happy 
Hussar just round the corner from 
Barracks the following morning. 
Sennelager could potentially be our 
next venue if popular demands to 
keep Germany dinners alive!!
It was good to see a long lost 
member appear, Robbie Astick 
who I have not seen since 1992. 
The Sgt’s Mess staff where brilliant, 
especially Petra the Bar lady who 

really looked after us. Our thanks 
go to Bob Smith who did all the leg 
work for this weekend, however, 
had to go to UK at short notice 
missing the dinner. Bob, cheers 
mate, you missed out on another 
fantastic weekend.
 



a. Mr Dennis Norris, Mr Andy Tibble (Secretary), WO2 Steve Beard, Lt Col Joe Falzon (Chairman), Mr Ron Holmes 
(Germany Reunion Secretary) & Mr William Wallace at the local Pizza restaurant.
b. Mr William Wallace & Mr Hauke Michelson.
c. Lt Col Joe Falzon (Chairman & Mr Ron Holmes (Germany Reunion Secretary)  

d. Rear: Mr Hauke Michelson, Mr Dennis Norris, Mr William Wallace, WO2 Steve Beard & Mr Charlie Brown (Guest)
 Front: Mr Chris Atkin (Guest), Mr Ron Holmes (Germany Reunion Secretary), Mr Andy Tibble (Secretary), 
 Lt Col Joe Falzon (Chairman), Mr Robbie Astick & Mr Pete Deverall
e. Mr Pete Deverall, Mr Andy Tibble (Secretary) & Mr Hauke Michelson
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Rear: Mr Andy Tibble (Secretary), Mr Ron Holmes 
(Germany Reunion Secretary), 

Mr Charlie Brown (Guest), Lt Col Joe Falzon (Chairman) 
& Mr Robbie Astick

Front: Mr William Wallace, Mr Dennis Norris, 
Mr Hauke Michelson, WO2 Steve Beard & 

Mr Pete Deverall

f. Mr Hauke Michelson, Lt Col Joe Falzon (Chairman) & Mr Robbie Astick
g. Mr Chris Atkin (Guest), Mr William Wallace, Mr Charlie Brown (Guest) & Mr Dennis Norris
h. Mr Chris Atkin (Guest) & Lt Col Joe Falzon (Chairman)
i. Mr Robbie Astick & Mr Dennis Norris
j. Mr Hauke Michelson, Lt Col Joe Falzon (Chairman) & Mr Andy Tibble (Secretary)
k. WO2 Steve Beard & Mr Ron Holmes (Germany Reunion Secretary)
l. Mr Ron Holomes (Germany Reunion Secretary), Mr Robbie Astick (Guest), Mr Dennis Norris & Mr Pete Deverall
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Artillery Clerks’ Association Standard Bearer – Andrew Jones 
(former Sgt (AC)) 

On Saturday 18th October 2014, 
whilst staying over at Normandy 
Barracks, Sennelager,  for the 
Association’s Reunion Dinner, 
the  Chairman, Lt Col Joe 
Falzon (who is also a Trustee 
of The Royal British Legion), 
accompanied by   Andy Tibble 
(Secretary), Ron Holmes, Steve 
Beard and Hauke Michelsen                                       
visited Brydon House.   They 
were met, briefed and escorted 
round the facility by the Officer 
Commanding, Major Phil Relph 
RPC (an acquaintance of Ron 
Holmes).
 
The Personnel Recovery Centre 
offers training, counselling and 

career management for all 
wounded, sick and injured Service 
personnel, and assists with 
resettlement for those individuals 
planning to transit to civilian life 
and settle in Germany. Although 
based in Sennelager, it supports 
the needs of all Germany-based 
personnel.

The Centre is all about ensuring 
that all of our wounded, injured 
and sick personnel individually 
achieve a successful outcome that 
is right for them, their families and 
the Army. The range of support, 
both practical and emotional, that 
the Centre provides makes a vital 
contribution to recovery.

The Royal British Legion has 
funded the delivery of the capital 
build project together with a 

Visit to Brydon House on Saturday 18th October 2014

donation from the Army Central 
Fund. The operating costs are met 
by the MOD and the Legion.
This Centre forms part of the 
Army Recovery Capability which 
comprises the Personnel Recovery 
Branch based at Army HQ, 11 
Personnel Recovery Units, five 
Personnel Recovery Centres (in 
Edinburgh, Catterick, Tidworth, 
Colchester and Sennelager) and 
a Battle Back Centre at Lilleshall 
(Defence Adaptive Sport and 
Adventurous Training Centre).
The Centre at Sennelager is 
named Brydon House after William 
Brydon who was a surgeon 
during the First Anglo-Afghan War, 
famous for being the only member 
of an army of 4,500 men to reach 
the safety of Jalalabad after the 
long retreat from Kabul.

This year 2014, has been a very 
quiet year for the Standard Bearer.
 
The Esher Parade & The Royal 
Artillery Gold Cup in February 2014 
was cancelled due to the flooding.
 
On Sunday 27 April 2014, I was 
very honoured and privileged to 
represent the Royal Artillery Clerks’ 
Association at the Royal Hospital 
Chelsea for Gunner Sunday.
This is an early start as I have 
to get the underground from 
Uxbridge to Chelsea and be ready 
at 1000hours for the Governor of 
the Royal Hospital inspection and 
parade at 1100 hours.

This is then followed by a church 
parade and then to the bar for a 
few beers. 

The best thing of going on the 
underground, is I can have a few 
drinks without worrying about 
driving home; although in past, 
I have drunk too much and fell 
asleep and woke up in North 
London!!
 
The next big day for the Standard 
Bearer was to attend the 
Remembrance Day Service on 
Sunday 9 November 2014 in Hyde 
Park. 

On Sunday 7 December 2014, 
I attended the St Barbara’s Day 
Parade at the Garrison Church 
Larkhill. The Chairman, and Lt Col 
Russ Lee were also present. It was 
good to see them.



Long Service Second Time Around 
by Dennis Norris (former WO2 (QM(AC))

In 1990, whilst serving as Chief 
Clerk 27 Field Regiment in 
Dortmund, I was fortunate enough 
to be awarded my LS&GC with 
my family in attendance in the 
Sergeants’ Mess in Sheil Barracks.  

The LS&GC was awarded after 15 
years service and I left the Army 
on redundancy in October 1993.  
I then joined Greater Manchester 
police as a Police Staff member in 
November 1993 and was awarded 
the Greater Manchester Police 
Long Service Certificate after 20 
years service.  The award was 
presented by the Chief Constable, 
Sir Peter Fahey, with my family 
again in attendance. Below is a 
copy of the citation that was read 
out whilst receiving my certificate:

This is not the first time that Dennis 
Norris has received recognition for 
Long Service.  He received a Long 
Service and Good Conduct medal 
whilst serving in the Army in 1990 
as a Staff Sergeant (Artillery Clerk) 
serving in Germany.

Dennis retired from the Army in 
October 1993 and was employed 
by GMP in November 1993 to 
join the inaugural team of staff 
employed in the Crime Recording 
Bureau at Bootle Street Police 

Station in Manchester city centre.  
Dennis helped to embed the new 
procedures and service levels 
within the Bureau and in 2000 was 
recognised for a particular piece of 
work on the Home Office Counting 
Rules by receiving a good work 
minute from the Home Office.

During his time in the Army, and 
as a Supervisor in the Crime Input 
Bureau, Dennis delivered training 
in matters as diverse as nuclear, 
biological and chemical defence to 
key-wording a Modus Operandi, 
adding addresses and offenders 
to GMPICS and all aspects of 
Crime Recording.  Dennis was 
responsible for the training 
package that was used to train 
the centralised Public Assistance 
Desk Officers in 1997 and, when 

a position became available in the 
Computer and Specialist Training 
Unit (CSTU) at Sedgley Park in 
2001, Dennis was successful in his 
application to join this unit.

Dennis initially started as the 
‘Desktop Trainer’ responsible 
for training the Lotus Notes 
applications in use at that time.  
On completion of his trainer’s 
course in Durham in 2002, 
Dennis increased his training 
portfolio to include the Police 
National Computer, GMP’s Local 
Computer Systems, Airwave radio 
plus training Student Officers 
and staff joining the Operational 
Communications Branch.  Dennis 
received good work minutes for 
the implementation and training 
of the Training Administration 
System and the Violent and Sex 
Offenders Registration system 
as well as recognition from the 
GMP suggestion scheme for a 
piece of work that changed the 
way addresses were identified on 
the initial creation screen used 
by call handlers in the OCB.  
During his time in the unit, Dennis 
also successfully completed a 
Certificate in Education with Bolton 
University.



In November 2006, on the 
retirement of the CSTU Sergeant 
supervisor from the unit, Dennis 
was successful in his application 
for the newly civilianised post of 
Trainer/Team Leader and in March 
2009 on the retirement of the 
Unit Inspector, Dennis was again 
successful in his application to 
become the newly civilianised post 
of Unit Head.

In April 2009, Dennis was also 
successful in his application to join 

I was recently with a group of 
ACF colleagues, in the Officers 
Mess during our recent annual 
camp 2014, Wretham in Norfolk 
chilling as one does over a few 
cool glasses and also some 
shorts.  The topics of conversation 
were very varied and we covered 
just about everything you could 
imagine.  The conversations 
calmed and we all sort of sat and 
pondered on what was coming 
next, when the subject of guess 
the meaning of the initials came 
up.  Good choice one called and 
so we went into various ranges 
of initials, loads of suggestions, 
but reduced for this entry, BB, 
baked beans or Bridget Bardot, 
MM, Military Medal or Marion 
Morrissey (John Wayne – to the 
unenlightened), AT, adventure 
training or apple turnover, AA, 
alcoholics anonymous and also the 
AA breakdown.  When it came to 
me I offered AC, wow we got Air 
Conditioning, Alternate Current, 
yes quite a nice London offering 
but it doesn’t count when you 
drop the “H”, Apple Celery Salad, 
Alan Court, one’s secondary high 
school, so I offered Artillery Clerk.  
Doesn’t count the group said and 
so being me, I ask why not.  It 
doesn’t belong on the daily scale 
of initials.  What an interesting 
thought.

So perhaps let’s look at this 
very singular subject my ACF 
Officer friends and I addressed 
at Wretham Camp, Norfolk, back 
in August 2014.  What does AC 
mean to you?

Before I wax lyrically, I should 
outline I took center stage for 
several minutes, it also cost me 
a bottle of Port, hey such a small 
price for the honor.  It is interesting 
as to where I direct this in our 
magazine, because it seems 
that whenever there is a taboo 
subject in this the Crossed Quills 
magazine, it generally has my 
name attached to it, absolutely 
fine, because I am fiercely loyal 
to the appointment, fiercely 
supportive to the appointment, 
and totally sold to AC.  Please note 
my statement at the end.

AC, what do people see, all kinds 
of things, but there is only a small 
select few who see these initials 
different.  If you are one of those 
who took the AC during service 
to fill an appointment but nothing 
else, resign, we do not need you.  
If you are one who saw the Part 
1 and Part 2 Order that said Sgt 
(AC) and felt a glow of pride inside 
welcome, but where are you?  My 
family has been extremely proud 

What does AC mean to you?
by Steve Callaghan (former WO2 (QM(AC))

to state quite clearly through my 
father, his father and all others, that 
when I left the Army in 1993, my 
Callaghan family passage to that 
first family member had realized a 
total of 277 years’ service to the 
Royal Regiment.  Dad never called 
us anything other than The Royal 
Regiment Family.  I am still to this 
day the Royal Regiment Family, 
but Artillery Clerk.  I welcome the 
memory of Doug Waterhouse, my 
first Chief Clerk, an ever present 
even as a Chelsea In Pensioner, 
I welcome the memory of Mel 
Charlton, Paddy Cooper and John 
Wilson, Artillery Clerks (AC) of great 
stature who were inspirational in 
molding me.  Perhaps we should 
take a little more time out of our 
day and just consider what it was 
that made us, no in fact who it 
was who made us – “ARTILLERY 
CLERK”.

I am extremely proud and honored 
to follow Doug Waterhouse 
(Chelsea In Pensioner) and my First 
Chief Clerk at 49 Fd Regt.

I welcome any other Artillery Clerk 
out there who has something to 
add or contradict.  I admit I missed 
one or two, but the ones I missed 
mean more to me, and hurt that 
much more, to be an AC is to 
belong.

the Prospects Programme and 
successfully completed the three 
year programme in March 2012.  
During his time on Prospects, 
Dennis completed a review of the 
training planning process and was 
responsible for the introduction in 
2012 of a number of new initiatives 
in this area.  He also took a lead 
on the People and Development 
Branch Development Group 
during this time that created a 
conduit between the SLT and the 
workforce.

Dennis has recently been involved 
in a number of projects as the 
training representative that 
have implemented change to 
GMP, including Police National 
Database and the Agile Working 
Technologies and has recently 
joined the project to implement 
the future Integrated Operational 
Policing System that will replace 
the current local computer 
systems.



Continued:

SOMERSET HOUSE 

Somerset House from across the 
Thames

The firm won the bid and I was 
tasked with set up and delivery 
of the contract.   We were to be 
based in Somerset House between 
The Strand and Fleet Street.   
Another Grade 1* listed building  
overlooking the river – why me?   
Well serves me right for opening  
mouth before putting brain in  gear.   
But as it turned out was another 
enjoyable milestone in my now 
settled 2nd career.   I set about 
gathering a team to help with this 
extensive portfolio.   I needed a 
second in command, an assistant 
and a reliable secretary/’gofor’.  I 
heard there was another ex gunner 
in the firm so I invited him to join 
me.   Simon Wild, ex captain RA 
and a ‘cloud puncher’ from 12 
Regt AD.   Well someone had to 
be!    The secretary was a very 
able lady who had no idea about 
facilities management so she 
would learn our bad habits.   She 
was a finance and IT whiz – ideal.   
She soon learnt how to deal with 
contractors too.   They had to 
knock before they dare enter the 
office.

No one had any real idea how 
big this portfolio was or what it 
consisted of.   It was down to my 
team to get together all we could 

and carry out visits and condition 
surveys.   As it turned out there 
were 70 properties spread 
across central London occupied 
by a mixture of government 
departments from Tax offices to 
the DVLA.   Somerset House had 
Inland Revenue Inspectors and 
law dept as well as an Courtaulds 
art gallery and the Family Division 
of the Law Courts.   Oh, and also 
all Wills and probate documents 
going back to 15c along with 
some births marriages and death 
certificates.    There was also a 
small office in  the basement which 
housed some Mormon staff who 
were diligently researching records 
for ancestors so they could be 
inducted into the faith.   The 
Church of Latter Day Saints has 
billions of ancestral records stored 
at ancestry.com! 
  
All these buildings had differing 
maintenance requirements and 
terms which we had to address 
and inspect frequently.   I put 
Simon in a large building, Charles 
House, near Olympia in W London.   
It had coal fired boilers – state of 
the art a few years earlier when 
coal was king but messy now 
‘cos when they fired up at 7.30 
am they sent a large column 
of black smoke into the skies 
over the area.  An artist nearby 
always complained that his studio 
windows would get covered in 
coal deposits every day.    We had 
the boilers replaced with gas fired 
ones, Simon project managed 
that.

The most exciting (if that’s the 
word) of these properties was a 
series of eight deep Tube shelters 
below the Northern Tube line 
stations.   They were built in 
1938/9 to house essential workers, 

government staff and possibly air 
raid shelters.   They are 40 metres 
down and run for 440yds beneath 
tube stations , originally accessed 
via the station above.   In the 
event they were used to house  
American GIs who were flown in 
to airfields in the south, bussed to 
the northern end of the line, put on 
trains and deposited at the eight 
stations and then passed down 
to the deep tube shelters to stay 
until early June 1944 when the 
y were taken to the embarkation 
ports for D-Day.   There were 
8000 beds in each shelter with full 
facilities, so 64,000 beds spaces 
in all.  There is a book about the 
shelters somewhere which I have 
read and it described how there 
were some suicides, mental issues 
and fights as they were kept 
down there for months.   There 
are even the original signs on the 
walls with diagrammatic layouts, 
zinc washing facilities and Elsan 
toilets all in  rows. Because of 
the water table being quite high 
especially S of the Thames there 
are a series of pumps continually 
pumping out water from the base 
of the lift shafts.   They were used 
as secure storage sites when we 
took them over.   Seven of them 
house film and document archives 
.   Ideal because of the constant 
temperature and minimal damp.   
The only one not in use is the one 
below Clapham North Tube and 
it was deemed too wet to use so 
it was derelict but still had all the 
metal beds, and facilities though 
all rusting then.   No one can 
break in from the outside and any 
leaks thru walls had to be fixed 
from inside – obviously!    Simon 
and I inspected this one.   Had to 
inform the station master(!) that 
we would be down there and 
were shown where the entrance 
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was.   If you ever go past one of 
the Northern Line stations and 
look around you will see two large 
round concrete structures opposite 
the station entrance and some 
way apart, – most are covered in 
graffiti.   But they are the air shafts 
and they have huge fans inside 
which provided a constant air 
change.   One sucked air in and 
one expelled it.  There were single 
man lifts to and from the entrances 
to the living floors but were well 
rusted and u/s, so we had to walk 
down a crumbling spiral staircase.   
There were lights which came on 
sequentially.   That made it even 
more eerie as there was no air 
movement, no noise except a soft 
rumble when a tube train passed 
thru’ the station overhead.   It was 
like a time capsule or a scene from 
a horror movie so we did not stay 
too long.   Luckily the company 
that originally built them was still 
maintaining them so we kept them 
on.   We were asked by the client 
if we had any ideas how to use the 
only one not in use.   I suggested 
growing mushrooms!   Not 
accepted.

During my time at Somerset House 
I was asked to go to the firm’s 
Nottingham office to help with a 
bid for a maintenance contract 
for 150 Job Centres across seven 
counties in the Midlands.   We 
presented our proposals which 
included a dedicated Help Desk 
facility run from that office.   It must 
have been seen as something 
new and innovative as we were 
appointed.   Next thing I knew was 
the senior partner  ‘invited’ me 
to set up the team in Nottingham 
to run the contract.  As there 
was an office already there 
accommodation was not an issue.   
But we had to source and set up 
this promised Help Desk.  It took 
a few long  days and burning of 
the midnight oils to finally find a 
suitable system that fitted the bill.   
We settled for a program which we 
could tailor to our needs and could 
be used for creating job sheets 

and fax them to contractors, the 
client and process invoices the 
same way.   It also could produce 
reports in many different forms for 
financial and  progress issues as 
well as being able to track tasks  
and maintenance  of each property    
So a very comprehensive tool.   I 
now needed  someone to run 
it and so we recruited a young 
lady who was another IT whiz 
and could handle contractors.   
So started my 4 months in 
Nottingham.  We had to verify and 
check all works costing over £500 
so some time was spent travelling 
all over the Midlands from Derby 
to Boston, down to Felixstowe 
and Luton and many small offices 
in between.   There were many 
numerous funny moments like 
when we had to get a plumber to 
unblock a toilet system in a Job 
Centre,   Of we duly despatched 
said tradesman and thought no 
more until I had a phone call from 
a coughing and spluttering Centre 
manager who said he had had 
to evacuate the offices as there 
were deadly(!) fumes going thru 
the whole building.   Off I shot 
and arrived there to find an empty 
office and the hapless plumber 
sat outside having  a ‘fag!   It 
transpired that he had poured 
a chemical down the toilet then 
flushed it and the reaction had 
sent choking fumes throughout 
the building.   I read the label on 
the container – he should have 
waited 15 minutes before flushing 
so that the chemical could sink 
through the water, round the bend 
and react to loosen the blockage.   
When I pointed this out to him his 
remarks were something  like ( in 
Midlands accent)- “ Don’t reckon 
on that stuff.   Just knew it worked 
at ‘ome like and t’boss said to do 
it, so I did and next thing they wuz 
off, like – me duck”.   What could I 
say?   I did have a quiet word with 
his boss and got an apology from 
them.   But I then had to explain 
next day to the Centre Manager.   
All in the line of duty.

My four months was coming to an 
end so I recruited an ex RE WO1 
Clerk of  Works who I handed 
over to and I returned to London 
and Somerset House.   It hadn’t 
burnt down ,and nothing else 
had happened except that word 
was out on the FM grapevine 
that the firm was getting out of 
government contracts so our jobs 
were in doubt after April 1996.  
However the Help Desk which 
was operating successfully was 
to be located in the new office 
in  Haymarket and rolled out to 
other clients with a maintenance 
portfolio.   We packed up the office 
in Somerset House, handed over 
the buildings, all 3 million square 
feet of them, to the occupiers who 
were to run them themselves and 
be advised by a new organisation 
called Property Advisers to the Civil 
Estate (PACE).   All in the quest to 
reduce costs.

The firm had bid for and secured 
a contract to manage a portfolio 
of Home Office  and HM Customs 
properties.   They all had to be 
surveyed and condition reports 
produced so who was tasked?   
Yes you’ve guessed it - me.   That 
meant days on the road, and 
in some cases – air, to visit and 
record all the data required.   The 
huge contract was split between 
DJ and another similar company.   
They had the southern half of the 
UK and we had the rest.   About 
70 properties for each.   I solicited 
the help of the guy who I had 
recruited in Nottingham and we 
devised a set system of reports 
which we used for each unit.    Off 
we went.   The larger buildings 
we surveyed together, like the 
Passport offices in Liverpool, 
Newport and Peterborough.   I 
‘did’ the Customs offices at the 
smaller airports of Cardiff, Leeds,  
Teesside, Newcastle, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, its smaller neighbour  
and Aberdeen.  Flying from 
Stanstead to Edinburgh then on 
to Aberdeen, back to Edinburgh, 
collect a car, go to Glasgow back 



to Edinburgh and fly back to 
Stanstead all in the space of four 
days.   Accompanied by a member 
of HM  Customs staff as I had to 
go ‘airside’ to see the properties.   
By the end of three weeks of this 
intensive activity, the reports had 
to be written out, edited and then 
‘poshed’ up for presentation to 
the client.   I also reported on the 
Ty Glas Income Tax building in 
Wales!    There were some tales to 
tell and some funny incidents (both 
Ha Ha and Peculiar).   We had 
also travelled a few thousand miles 
between us in that time.

Drivers Jonas moved to new 
offices in Grosvenor Street and  
the two managers who had been 
with me went their separate 
ways.   At that time there were 
plenty of opportunities in FM in 
London.   There was also the 
TUPE implications in certain 
circumstances.   The secretary 
we had was trained on the Help 
Desk programme and she ran that 
from the new office.    I was given 
a portfolio of various properties  in 
London as well as carrying out 
condition surveys for the Building 
Group.   My position as Senior 
Facilities Manager was becoming 
more tenuous so I was looking 
around for new opportunities.   
Maybe I wanted less to do with old 
buildings and crabby clients!

Having embarked on HMT 
Oxfordshire at Southampton on 21 
June 1960, we spent a leisurely 
three weeks cruising to Singapore. 
The ship was modern and as a 
Ssgt I travelled second class, 
sharing a cabin with two other 
Ssgts. There was a small office 
for the regiment’s use but, apart 
from preparing Part 2/3 Orders 
covering our departure from UK 
and a further set in anticipation 
of our arrival in Singapore, it was 
little used. The ship called at 
Gibraltar, where we off – loaded 
UK bound mail and had a run 
ashore. We then sailed on to Port 
Said, transited the Suez Canal, 
passing our old haunts in the canal 
Zone, to Aden and Colombo. The 
highlights were going into tropical 
dress in the Red Sea and starting 
the daily dose of Paludrine anti 
–malarial tablets, which became 
part of our daily diet for the next 38 
months.

We arrived at Singapore on 14 
July. A well organised Q Mov 

operation transferred all troops, 
families and accompanied 
baggage to the railway station 
where we entrained for the 120 
mile journey to Tampin in Malaya. 
The train was an ancient steam 
locomotive with equally ancient 
carriages, with basic seats and 
hole in the floor toilets. At Tampin 
Q Mov and the Advance Party 
loaded all families and single 
officers into coaches, with their 
baggage in trucks, and sent 
them on their way to their married 
quarters or the Officer’s Mess. 
The rest of us were loaded into 
TCVs and trucks and headed for 
the WOs and Sgts Mess and the 
battery lines.

Fort George, Malacca was a 
brand new, partially complete, 
cantonment built on old rubber 
plantations. Some essential 
facilities were missing, although 
one infantry lines was complete, 
as was Solma-Ri Lines which 
we occupied. 1/3 R Anglian had 
occupied their lines and married 
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quarters and had returned North 
to continue chasing the remnants 
of Communist guerrillas. These 
basically lived in Thailand but 
popped over the border to annoy 
the Malaysian government.

26 Regiment, re designated a 
Light Regiment was on the coast 
of the Malacca Straits. RHQ, 
complete with clock tower, sat 
on a small hill overlooking the 
regimental square and battery 
lines. The Officers’ Mess was at 
the southern end overlooking 
the Straits, and the Sgts Mess at 
the northern end overlooking the 
sports field. A Families NAAFI shop 
was temporarily set up in two of 
1/3 R Anglian lecture rooms and a 
temporary maternity unit occupied 
a married quarter. Two beach 
clubs, adjacent to the Officers’ and 
soldiers’ married quarters were 
functioning, as was a cinema. A 
Sapper Plant Troop, who were still 
clearing the site, were established 
on the beach. A local civilian 
employment office was open and 
provided amahs for the families 
and employees for the Lines. The 
Regiment acquired three ex 1st 
Singapore Regiment RA Gunners, 
one went to the Pay Office and two 
to RHQ. These were designated 
as regimental runner and gardener. 
However, at that stage we neither 
had grass nor a garden so the 
gardener was appropriated by the 
RSM.

Once the MFO and main 
baggage arrived we were soon 
up and running. We were under 
command HQRA 17 Gurkha D 
under command HQRA 17 Gurkha 

division, stationed in Serembam. 
The CO was appointed Garrison 
Commander. We discovered we 
did not have a BFPO number. 
All incoming and outgoing post 
was courtesy of the Malaysian 
postal authorities and for the 
latter postages stamps were 
required. GHQ, Field Records, 
Command and District Paymaster 
all discovered our presence and 
required the inevitable returns.

One essential facility that was 
missing was a hospital. The 
nearest BMH was at Kuala 
Lumpur, some 100 miles away. 
Ten days after our arrival the 
Royal Signals Sgt died. The MO 
was advised to take his body 
to the civil hospital in Malacca, 
who promptly carried out a post 
mortem. We now had a funeral 
to sort out. The nearest British 
Military Cemetery was in Kuala 
Lumpur. Ordnance delivered 
a coffin to the hospital and we 
thought things were under control. 
Wrong, under Malaysian law a 
permit was needed to transport a 
body across state boundaries. We 
were in Malacca, the cemetery in 
Selangor. More frantic negotiations 
and paperwork. Finally a funeral 
date was fixed. On the day the 
bearer party went to the hospital 
to collect the coffin, only to find it 
empty. The body was still in the 
morgue. No one had warned us 
that it was the task of a funeral 
director or family to put a body in 
a coffin. Fortunately the driver’s 
tool kit contained a screwdriver 
to open and close the coffin. This 
was one drill the bearer party had 
not practiced. We then received a 
bill from the hospital for the post 
mortem and storage of the body. 
We were learning the hard way.

As a Light Regiment our vehicles 
were almost all long and short 
wheel-based Landrovers, totally 
unsuited to towing 25 pdr guns. 
We were then issued with 12 x 
4.2 inch mortars on mobile base 
plates. These were towable and 

airportable. Each No 1 now had 
two equipments to train on.

On 4 August 1960 Fort George 
was redesignated Terendak Camp, 
to assuage Malaysian feelings. It 
was opened by C in C FARELF 
with a parade on our square 
with divisions from 26 Regiment, 
1/3 R Anglian, and band, 1st Bn 
Royal Australian Regiment (RAR), 
and 2nd Bn Royal New Zealand 
Regiment (NZR). All the great and 
good, both military and civilian 
attended.

Hoping we had got the paper 
war more or less under control 
proved to be a pipe dream. The 
2IC decided we needed to issue 
a weekly news letter to keep 
families informed. This soon 
spread from the regimental families 
to all families. Fortunately, when 
the Garrison Education Centre 
opened, an under employed RAEC 
officer took this over as a Garrison 
Newsletter, The Bukit Bulletin. 
Individual training concentrated 
on jungle training and air mobility 
skills with Royal Navy Whirlwinds 
and RAF Belverderes. We also 
became acquainted with RAF 
Single and Twin Pioneers. In 
October the Adjutant decided 
RHQ should do some adventure 
training. Mount Ophir, the highest 
peak in South Malaya was the 
target. In the event there was a 
clearly defined path through the 
jungle to just short of the summit 
(4,187 feet), the only hazard being 
a waterfall to climb. A rather unfit 
Chief Clerk finally staggered to the 
top to the cheers of the rest of the 
party. In November an advance 
party from 101 Field Battery RAA 
arrived. They were to be our third 
gun battery. There was a short 
practice camp to fire the 4.2 inch 
mortars, which was abandoned 
when a troop gun position caught 
fire. We then went into Christmas 
mode which was celebrated in 
the traditional manner. Once the 
single soldiers had their lunch the 
single officers and WOs/Sgts were 
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invited out by the married families 
to spend the rest of the day in 
more homely surroundings. Boxing 
Day saw the Officers versus Sgts 
Fancy dress football match. New 
Years Eve brought news that I had 
been awarded the BEM. A Sgts 
Mess Fancy dress dance had been 
planned for the evening, to be 
joined by the officers after a formal 
dinner. It resulted in one heck of a 
party and a rather large mess bill.

1961. This was a year of major 
changes. Early in the year 101 Fd 
Bty RAA joined the Regiment. They 
were on an 8 gun establishment, 
whilst we were 6 gun batteries. 
They had spare manpower so 
RHQ acquired an Aussie A/Adjt 
and a clerk, HQ Battery some 
signallers and a storeman for 
the QM. Drafts now consisted of 
regulars only, replacing the last 
of our NS men. The last one, a 
bemused ACC cook, was seen off 
by the CO and RSM, clutching a 
regimental tankard. In April we re-
equipped with the Italian 105mm 
howitzer and, once sufficient 
ammunition was in theatre, we 
bade farewell to the 25 pdrs 
and 4.2in mortars. After a spell 
of gunnery training gun batterys 
turned to practicing transporting 
the guns by air, either underslung 
under the Belvedere or inboard in 
the Twin Pioneer. What was RHQ 
doing whilst all this was going on? 
Apart form processing a steady 
stream of personal accident forms, 
mainly missing fingers, or parts 
thereof, we were carrying out the 
normal office routine or keeping 
HQRA company on command 
post exercises.

Gradually Terendek Camp was 
filling up with the arrival of HQ 
28 Commonwealth Brigade, 3 
Bn RAR and 1 NZR. A hospital, 
school, pub, swimming pool and 
yacht club, a full complement 
of married quarters and NAAFI 
store, together with some shops 
for local tradesmen, not forgetting 
churches. A garrison telephone 

exchange replaced the regimental 
switchboard which was removed. 
This freed up a small room 
which I claimed as my office. 
The only snag was that during 
thunderstorms it was prone to 
lightning strikes. We then came 
under the command 28 Brigade 
and HQRA 17 Div was disbanded.

The regiment ranged the length 
and breadth of the Malay 
Peninsula, both by air and road, 
usually with the Chief Clerk in 
attendance. Battery camps were 
allowed, the Cameron Highlands 
being the favourite option. 
Naturally they had to be visited by 
RHQ. After one air exercise  the 
2IC/RSM decided they needed 
someone in the 2IC’s recce 
party to marshal aircraft on air 
strips, I inadvertently entered the 
office during the discussion and 
suddenly found myself NCO i/c 
Airstrips. No radio, only a Verey 
pistol with red and green flares. 
I had done a basic helicopter 
marshalling course but fixed wing 
aircraft were something different. 
Separating helicopters with 
underslung loads from Pioneer 
aircraft was difficult until we 
persuaded the RAF to put guns 
straight onto the gun position, 
rather than cluttering up the airstrip 

and the subsequent manhandling. 
Single Pioneers could only carry 
five passengers with their kit. They 
were a hazard as they tended to 
land, taxi to the far end of the strip, 
unload, swing round and take off, 
irrespective of what was coming 
in. These pilots were invariably ex 
WW2 WOs/NCOs who had flown 
far bigger aircraft and could best 
be described as ‘cab-happy’.

When we were in camp the 
paper war continued unabated. 
In November I had a couple of 
days in Singapore to attend a 
High Commissioner’s Investiture 
to collect my BEM. That was the 
only occasion I wore No3 Dress. St 
Barbara’s Day was celebrated with 
a Regimental fun day, including 
best decorated trailer competition. 
I then departed on three weeks 
leave to UK to sort our family 
business, returning in time for the 
New Year celebrations.

1962. Early in the New Year we 
had a visit from Field Records 
Documents Team as part of the 
pre-administration inspection. 
This was followed by the Brigade 
staff officers. The actual Annual 
Inspection was in the form of an 
exercise which involved flying into 
an improvised airstrip built by the 
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Sappers, a 5 mile march to the 
River Pahang, an assault boat 
move down river to a temporary 
landing stage,  courtesy of the 
Sappers and another march to 
a prepared position on a hill-top, 
again cleared by the Sappers. 
We then spent three days, with 
gun batterys spread around us 
lower down the hill, carrying out 
fire order procedures, casualty 
returns, resupply requests etc. To 
add to the fun the enemy, in the 
shape of Gurkhas, spent the nights 
attacking the gun positions. C in 
C FARELF came to visit us but the 
RAF decreed it was too dangerous 
to land. He arrived two hours later 
courtesy of the Royal Navy, who 
put him down within 20 yards from 
RHQ and returned later to collect 
him.

In February Lt Col DADJ Bethell 
assumed command. In April 101 
Fd Bty RAA was replaced by 
103 Bty RAA. We were sorry to 
see them go. RHQ spent a lot of 
time out of camp but fortunately 
my 2IC, Bdr Bloor was good at 
shuffling paper. 1/3 R Anglian 
were replaced by a Scottish 
Battalion, which one is lost in 
the mists of time, but after their 
arrival they attempted to take 
over The Crown Pub and evict 
the Aussies who were in there. 
Inevitably a fight broke out and 
as word spread the bulk of the 
Aussie battalion together with 
the Kiwis joined in. 26 Regiment 
were interested spectators. The 
Brigade Commander arrived with 
the RMP and was promptly hit by 
a bottle thrown by a Jock. The 
next day the Scottish Battalion had 
a full muster parade, the Brigade 
Commander, an Aussie, identified 
the offender who was promptly 
marched to the guardroom. The 
battalion was then informed they 
had six hours to prepare to move 
and were then despatched into the 
jungle to contemplate on the error 
of their ways. Moral – beware the 
ANZAC pact. In September I was 
promoted WO2 (QMS(AC)) but had 

little chance to celebrate as we 
were at Practice Camp on Asahan 
Ranges. We returned to camp 
to start preparing for the Annual 
Admin Inspection on 26 October. 
This was a more traditional event 
with staff visits and a formal parade 
and drive past.

At about this time the regiment 
was warned of an Arms Plot move 
to UK in mid 1963. This would 
be by air as troopships had been 
withdrawn. The passport problem 
reared its head once more. Whilst 
all families and those servicemen 
who had arrived by air had 
passports, those who had travelled 
out by sea did not. Getting birth 
certificates from UK was a problem 
but solvable. At least we had 
time to sort the problems out, or 
so we thought. Q MOV and the 
High Commission staff visited us 
to offer advice and assistance. 
In November RHQ escaped on 
an adventure training exercise to 
the East Coast. We drove from 
Malacca to Kuantan and then 
worked our way northwards via 
Chukai, Paka, Kua Trengganu, 
Sabat to Khota Bahru. At the time 
there were no metalled roads for 
most of the journey and no bridges 
over the rivers, just antiquated 
flat top ferries. We slept on the 
beaches, acquired fresh fruit, 
vegetables and fish from the 
local Malay kampongs. An idyllic 
existence but it could not last. 
We returned to camp in time to 
clear the paperwork before the 
Christmas festivities.

One of the last drafts we 
received had contained nine 
Fijians, including one clerk-Gnr  
Lalabaluva, who joined RHQ. Their 
arrival strengthened the regimental 
rugby and hockey teams and 
together with 103 Bty and home 
grown talent we could more than 
hold our own in a very competitive 
brigade.

1963. The New Year brought the 
news that we would be relieved by 

45 Regiment in July. Preparations 
for the move were stepped up. 
The passport problem became 
more urgent with the Advance 
Party due to move in April. An 
outbreak of cholera in Malacca 
town had put it out of bounds. A 
shortage of rain water had reduced 
water levels in the Malacca river to 
such a low level that the Terendak 
Camp intake was pulling in sea 
water. The Sappers had to search 
the surrounding countryside for 
long forgotten wells for drinking 
water. This had to be sterilised and 
transported in bowsers to married 
quarters, cookhouses, messes 
etc. In April we had a final Practice 
Camp at Asahan, memorable only 
because it was there I gave up 
smoking.

Once the Advance Party had 
gone things became more hectic, 
with boxes to be packed, missing 
passports chase up and flight lists 
prepared. One individual caused 
particular problems. The regimental 
carpenter, one Lbdr Kaminski, 
was Polish and during the war had 
served with the Free Polish Army, 
ending up in the UK in the Polish 
Resettlement Corps. He then 
joined the British Army. His wife 
was English, as were his children 
who, in those days, travelled 
on their mother’s passport. He, 
however, was a stateless person, 
with only his AB64 Part 1 to prove 
his identity. The High Commission 
and Q MOV had no answer, 
except the latter began exploring 
the possibility of getting him onto 
a homeward bound Royal Navy 
vessel. At the eleventh hour the 
Malaysian authorities issued him 
with a stateless person’s travel 
document for a one way trip to 
UK. Q MOV provided a NATO 
Travel Order which permitted him 
to enter UK. Simple if you know 
how! We started moving back in 
mid-July on planes that brought 
45 Regiment out. Flights moved 
to Kuala Lumpur airport by coach. 
Due to the short runway that then 
existed Britannia aircraft could not 



take off on a full load of fuel so 
had to land at RAAF Butterworth, 
Penang, to top up. As each 
plane load left we issued Part 2/3 
Orders to cease LOA and strike 
off strength FARELF. On 4 August 
the remnants of RHQ were invited 
by our two Malays to a Kampong 
wedding. An interesting day, which 
involved congratulating the groom, 
pinning a suitable gift of money 
on the bride’s dress and joining 
the menfolk in feasting. Curried 
water buffalo and rose water are 
an acquired taste. Of course there 
was no alcohol on offer.

The last flight left Solma-Ri in 
the early hours of 6 August. The 
single Aussie SNCOs turned 
out in their underpants to form 
a guard of honour as we left the 
Sergeants Mess. After a long 
coach trip to Kuala Lumpur airport 
we were suffering from travel 
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fatigue before we even boarded 
the aircraft. Fortunately the aircraft 
was not full and there was room 
to spread out. Having refuelled at 
RAAF Butterworth and Bombay 
we arrived at Heathrow Airport 
at sunrise on 8 August. Hello 
Blighty. After clearing customs 
we were taken to Hounslow 
Barracks for breakfast. We then 
boarded coaches for another 
tedious journey to Horseshoe 
Barracks, Shoeburyness. Most 
of the Regiment went straight 
on leave but RHQ worked for a 
couple of days to clear Part 2/3 
Orders, notify all and sundry of our 
change of location, not forgetting 
our loyal greetings to Her Majesty. 
It was then off on disembarkation 
leave, but inevitably, not the full 
entitlement. We were now 26 
Medium Regiment, from one 
extreme to the other.

ST BARBARA'S DAY SERVICE

The St Barbara's Day Service 
took place in the Royal Artillery 
Church of St. Alban with St 
Barbara, Larkhill  on Sunday 7th 
December 2014.  The Association 
was represented by Lt Col Joe 
Falzon (Chairman), Lt Col Russ Lee 
and Mr Andrew Jones (Standard 
Bearer).
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